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A. B. Mann, Ithaca, Secretary, 

In charge of Division of Food Conservation, including 
Insect and Plant Disease Control Service. 

M. C. Burritt, Ithaca, 

In charge of Division of County Organization. 

J. H. Finley, Albany, 

In charge of Division of Schools and Colleges. 

J, J. Dillon, New York City, 

In charge of Division of Distribution, Storage, and 
Marketing. 

S. J. Lowell, Fredonia, 

In charge of Division of Loans and Farm Lands. 
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SOME OF THE MORE SIGmFXCAlfT ^OlSt'jOt- THE 

COMMISSION 

■ 

JL la jrespoBfie .to the prodamatiAa sd 'QjtJmm&i WhitmaxL £bb: 
Agricultural Mobilizaiion Haj sxl Saluxd^^ .Ajuril .M^ the Xlmi- 
juiBsion ajraoged far TueetiugB which mere heM in JL&69 ^aEfm- 
jaaomities with lau attenxiance of £^015 j>erB(m£L 

2. A cckmplete eensus of .the «ag£cultuxal jreiouEcaB o£ ihe State 
was made through die cooperation of ihe state achoQlj^stem.and 
the eovadjlsLEm Jbureaua, and was published within j^ taanth. Xtm 
was made at .a .minimum cast camd. furnished jsl basis lax £he wark 
and recommendations of the Commiauon. 

iS. JLoc£d offices with xepreaentotiiies .ia jshsfge Jtvcce ieaiabJiahed 
in ^t7::six connriag^ thix^rse^^en lof tiiese offices Juui aBSsistant j:e^ 
reaRntatiygs, 

ti. Thflse aaspreseniaii^Rfi iieLd <243fi .farmers' .meeiiif^ with sn 
attfiftdaiice of 112^78, ^dsited Jj9^61 iacmaEfib .and Jmd M^SlLS 
office ealla. 

5. The CQun^iifficQB receiYed. 5^940 ajjplicfdaoiis Jar faxmJael^, 
of which 4A&2 were gujiplied, 

6« Throng the inxculatisn xd diats of ^eeds :iand liv^e jstock j£oii 
saleV farmers, as shown by the agricultairi oenaas,.saJes.iunouiifc- 
ing .to JiundredB of thousands d doUaxs weaoe .aSected ^xy direct 
jpuTchaiie between farmers. 

7. Over 1000 iarm lahooivs yieie ;fieDt sxixt from jhe^ear Yjo& 
City Mii. Albany labor offices of the Commissi an. 

8. The number of h^s andfgiflsireleased^rom jschool fcar^servioe 
as farm cadets under the suj>erviBion of ihe Sifate T^^arimout of 
Education was 1B,62"7. 

9. Fifteen farm cadet camps were established vto detenBiraefhe 
practicBftbility of ^uch a system of sxi][^lying fazm labor. 
Valuable data on fhe oijgariization and ^eonduct of such eauQtt m 
future were obtained. 

ID. Women liave "been placed as food conaeiwation yjents In 
jforfcjr-thxee counties and ten cities of the State; fhose woaaen^ve 
aenwnstratioBg, make ^rsonal .vi«t% mdi orgaxdze commuiuty 
effort in fhe preparation, pxeseracation, and conservation oIioo3.in 
the home. This work is done in cooperation with fhe United 
States Department of Agriculture under a recent congressional 
appropriation, and is sujpported .also lyj local funds .and orgaai- 
izations. 

T.1. 'Thirty teachers of home economics Jrom 'hi^h schools, 

normal scTiools, and colleges, have done similar "work in ihrar 

respective communities. 

[6] 
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12. A field service for the control of insect pests and plant 
diseases was established in the principal potato, fruit, and truck 
regions. These agents made 3359 farm calls. 

13. These field agents effected organizations for cooperative 
spraying of potatoes in twenty-one communities involving 1092 
acres, and secured spraying of more than 4000 acres by 500 
growers who had not been spraying properly; also, they gave 
many spraying demonstrations. An increase of from 25 to 50 
bushels an acre over normal yields in unsprayed fields may be 
expected on the 5100 acres thus sprayed. 

14. Inspection of potatoes for seed was applied for by 523 
growers, of whom only 187 had fields sufficiently free from 
disease and varietal mixtures to warrant a second inspection, 
which will involve approximately 1870 acres. This inspection 
will increase the available stock of high-grade seed for use in 1918. 

15. Fruit growers were warned of possible outbreaks of insect 
pests and plant diseases, and systems of telephone service by 
relays were established so that the growers were notified when- 
ever weather conditions made immediate spraying necessary for 
the control of plant diseases. 

16. An information service for reporting outbreaks of insect 
pests was established, and weekly reports from over one hundred 
correspondents were circulated for fifteen weeks. 

17. The Commission investigated the processes for dehydrat- 
ing fruits and vegetables, and published this information. 

18. Assistance has been given to several cities in the establish- 
ment of curb markets. 

19. Food clubs for the purchase of produce directly by small 
groups of consumers have been organized in New York City. 

20. Cooperative organizations of potato growers for the better 
marketing of their crop have been effected in several counties, 
and others are being formed. 

21. Farm loan committees have been appointed in 939 local 
granges, on whose recommendations the Patriotic Farmers' Fund 
placed loans to farmers aggregating $300,000. 

22. Interest in better credit facilities for New York farmers 
has been stimulated by conference with the Federal and State 
Land Banks and the State Bankers' Association. 

23. Hundreds of transportation complaints made by farmers 
have been adjusted through the cordial cooperation of the rail- 
roads, and embargoes on agricultural machinery and supplies 



have been raised at the request of the Commission to the Ameri- 
can Railway Association. 

24. Forty-two tractors have been lent to as many communities 
in twenty-three counties of the State, and will plow from 2500 
to 3000 acres of grain land this fall. 

25. Three tractor ditchers have been lent to farmers' organi- 
zations which have contracts for 12,000 rods of ditching for tile 
drainage. 

26. The Commission, or its representatives, distributed 84,735 
bushels of seed potatoes and 39,352 bushels of buckwheat seed. 

27. The Commission placed in the potato counties of the State 
twelve traction power potato sprayers which have sprayed 776 
acres from one to four times, on 141 farms. 

28. Campaigns have been conducted for the elimination of 
nonproductive heUiS in fourteen counties of the State, and are 
now in progress in other counties. This selection will result in 
saving thousands of dollars' worth of grain feeds, and in greatly 
increasing production at lower cost in the selected flocks during 
the coming year. 

29. The Commission supervised the first campaign in New 
York State for obtaining housewives' pledges to the Federal 
Food Administration. 

30. A Food Training Camp exhibit, one of the most valuable 
features of the State Fair at Syracuse, demonstrated the recom- 
mendations of the Federal Food Administration. 

The Inception of the Commission 

On Friday, April 6, 1917, the State Commissioner of Agricul- 
ture, Charles S. Wilson, called into conference at Syracuse repre- 
sentatives of the farmers and the farm interests of the State, to 
consider what steps should be taken to bring crop production to 
its maximum and to meet the demands of the war crisis. 

This conference adopted resolutions (see Appendix A, page 
131) which were transmitted to the Governor of the State of 
New York, to the Federal Secretaries of Agriculture, War, and 
the Wavy, and to the chairmen of the Committees on Agricul- 
ture and Military Affairs in the National Congress. 

On Monday, April 9, at the call of the Secretary of Agri- 
culture, Honorable D. F. Houston, there assembled at St. Louis, 
Missouri, a conference of representatives of State Departments 
of Agriculture, of the agricultural collies from thirty-two States, 
and of the TJnited States Department of Agriculture, " to discuss 
the agricultural situation in the present national crisis." Among 



other xefiomm&kdm^mB made }^ .this coBiBrence mis (me that 
there be established " a small central agrieiiltural bo4y in -eadi 
SiB^ xepreeentios^ YSiriaxxA ^i^mm^^ ida^ea?e8t8, iamakidLEig agri- 
cnltufral officials, repDeaentatives of i^guicultiiral eoU^es, baafcers, 
business, farmers', and womeai'B -orgauiziationa, ©tc, "eonsemed 
in the pKidnctian, distmbntkin, 'mad -atSHmtimi xsf nfood supplies 
and agricnhuiBdL asw^ ooateimb. Jliis hody »hotild be desigi^aited 
by the governor and, if the State has a central council of eaf etj 
&r defense, sAwaM. be cDerdraaeted^wiih it." 

Xke JN^ew Ycof k delegstes to ^ie cosfeiHsiicse nepoitad its iseeom- 
menbdatiouB to the DfibetrB e£ ibe a^rixsnteaiaal oDtrgEaisationB of 
the S!bate, -^o mit jdixcb ibvovglit tiaem to^tiie attention of ^Go'^ienicrr 
Whitman, from whom tbey leeei^Tjod a most cordial .Tesponse. 

Organization of the Commission 

On the itfteriieoa of -April 13, 191.7,, <T©viewior Ghaades S. Wfait- 
msm rs^pj^mlaed ^llhe folSiewing pereenB to x^nstito^ a Patriotic 
Agi>i«cult«SRal S^;vioe Ooainnaiittee: 

C. S. Wilson, Chairman. . Commissioner of AgrradtSKfe. 

S, H. ^iidey 0<5ammBiB«!»ier of Ednestticm, 

A. iR. Mann A-etiMg IDeaai, JTew Yark -^Stttle Col- 
lege of Agricf^itore. 

J. JL iDiikm 'State 'Ommomsmis^eT «f "Foixis and 

Ma^-kets. 

M. C. Burritt , , * State iBiredxMr ©f Farm Bwajenjws. 

S. J. T. Bush. .......... Paiesident, Western. STew York Horti- 
cultural Society. 

S. J. Xowell lila^er, State Grange, TPatrons of 

Hiigbandrv. 

P. W, Sessions "President, l^ew 'York IState Agri- 
cultural Societv. 

E. D. CoGj)er President, Dairymen's League. 

Gro^TeTnor Whi-tHian -etated that ;he w®ald reoommenfl to tbf^ 
Lf^isJlatAire that laia appro^i^btioi^ he ^Jraeed at the dis^sad c€ 
&is Oommittee "to tske eueh sft-eps ars might be necessary to insaaw 
an adequate food supplj^ daring the-stEeas fif war. 

The CJonsBit^ee^beld its £if&t mecfting on the fiaane iday, nnd made 
psDeliminary ararangeiEheniite .for taking an agricultural census of 
the State, :and also aisranged -for a *«*ate-wid3e '©oirfereDce of Tespre- 
8esaita^ip«6 of die agrit^ultiattal iaitemste of the SiAte ^ be held at 
Ithaea 4Mi M-ooday, April I'G. 0«i April 14 Governor Whitmran 
issued the following proclamation: 




PROCLAMATION 



■«^ 



^tate 0f 5^f w fork 



To rli^ People of the State of New York: 

Wfiereas, Tbe mainteiitfice of ao adequate food supply is absolutely esseatial to 
National preparedness; and 

Wfrnrmi^ Tbe people, ol this State and of the United Slatts liave cause f#r gpive-con- 
cem, owin^ to the serious xiepletion of the food reserves of the world th«ougli the past 
year's shoctage of crops, increased demands ftom* warring countries, and the fact that there 
is little promise of abundant winter grain crops< and 

Whereas, It is clearly recognized that tbe man who. tills, tbe soil and prodoces the 
food for the soldier in the field and his family at home is rendering a patriotic se'rvic<« as 
truly as is the nian who bears the brunt of battle, and' that, therefore, in the present crisis, 
a peculiar responsibility^ rests upon the American farmer; and* 

Wfiereas,. There is imperative need that the farmers of New. York State shall fully 
realize the necessity for the largest possible production of farm, products during the 
present year. 

Now, Therefore, U Chades S. Whitman, Govemoc of the State of New l^rk, do 
hereby set asid6^ Saturday, April twenty-first; in all the farming communities of "thtt State, as 

Agricultura^ Mobilizatloa Day 

Cki this day iumers are- usgod to aiaemblfe in tbeir fespectiv«>coai«uuiities, thiough 
their organizations, to hear reports on the present situation and to make deHate-fltaft for 
meeciag, locallVt th* g^Miest food. piM4u«Caoi» pnehlMn% tl«it tkey^bvvti ^mm bMi> called 
upon to solve;, and. I do hAoeby appeal to the fannersi of Nibiw Yosk toi recQgi^ijb& their 
responsibility and their duty to safeguard the welfare of tbe Nation itb thiatcnBivtiAd I 
urge aU agricultural organizations, societies and inatitutions to lend tlutir aid in assemUing 
farmers for these purposes on the above-designated day. 

M Witness Whereof^ I have hereto signed* mr name 

and alfixed die Pirivr Seal of» tke^ Slate at the 

(L. 8.1 Capitol in the city of Albany this fonrtesnmi day 

of April in the year of our Lord one thousand 
nine* hundred and aaveoteen. 

(Signed) CHARLES S. WHITMAN. 

By the Governor: 

WnxiAM K^ Crr^ 

Twnifunirjn to wm ftmmrwmr* 

m 
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Commissioner Lowell at once telegraphed the Master of every 
subordinate grange in the State, requesting that meetings be 
•arranged for the evening of Saturday, April 21, to discuss the 
food situation; and, through the county farm bureau managers, 
other community meetings were arranged for that day in accord- 
ance with the Governor's proclamation. Patriotic meetings were 

held in 1089 communities on Saturday, April 21, attended by 
85,075 persons. 

As a result of the conference of representatives of the agri- 
cultural interests of fifty-eight counties of the State held at Ithaca 
on April 16, the Committee prepared and published a statement 
of policy with regard to crop production, which was issued as a 
bulletin and given wide circulation. As this bulletin outlined the 
general policy which the Committee had pursued, it is reprinted 
in this report as Appendix B (page 133). 

The Committee met at Ithaca on April 16 and 17, and formally 
organized by adopting as its name " The Patriotic Agricultural 
Service Committee," and by electing Acting Dean A. R. Mann, 
of the State College of Agriculture, as Secretary. Forms for 
taking the agricultural census of the State were approved and 

their printing was authorized (see Appendix C, page ). 

At this meeting various members of the Committee were authoiv 
ized to proceed with different phases of its work, which were 
subsequently organized as separate divisions. ^Further details 
of the organization appear in the reports of the respective 
divisions. 

On April 17, at the request of Governor Whitman, an Act 
creating the Food Supply Commission was introduced and passed 
by both Houses of the Legislature and was approved by the 
Governor. This Act was subsequently amended by Chapter 506, 
Laws of 1917, approved by the Governor on May 16, which 
amended Section 3 so that the Commission might establish a 
revolving fund under the funds appropriated to it. The Act 
follows: 

THE ACT CRSATIN6 THE NEW YORK STATE FOOD SUPPLY 

COMMISSION 

CliApter 905, Laws 1917 

(Approved by the Governor, April 17, 1917) 

AN AOr to provide for assuring an adequate food supply and for promoting 
the prodixotion thereof, and making an appropriation therefor. 

Section 1. A commission is hereby created, for the purposes of this act, to 
consist of the commissioner of af^riculture, the commissioner of education, the 
dean of the New York State College of Agriculture, tiie state director ot farm 
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bureaiiBy the commisaioner of foods and markets, and four other members, 
who shall be appointed by the governor. The commissioner of agriculture 
shall be chairman of the commission. The members of such commission 
shall receive no compensation for the performance of their duties under this 
act, but shall be paid their actual and necessary expenses incurred in connec- 
tion therewith. 

The commission shall have the power, and it shall be the object 
and purpose of the commission, to adopt all necessary measures to 
assure an adiequate food supply in the state and to promote the production 
of such supply, by co-operatang with the state department of agriculture, the 
state department of education, other state departments and commissions, the 
State College of Agriculture and other state institutions, and the various 
farm bureaus and official and unofficial organizations. Moneys used in aiding 
the functions of a state department, commission or institurtion, shall be 
applied in accordance with laws governing the exercise of such fimctions. 
Within the amount of moneys appropriated, the commission may employ such 
assistants as may be necessary, and, if so directed by the commission with 
the approval of the governor, additional assistants may be employed by any 
state aepartment, commission or institution for carrying out the provisions 
of this act. By reason of the emergency which occasions the enactment of 
this statute, all assistants employed under this act shall be exempt from 
civil service examinations, rules and regulations. 

S 2. The commission may, if in its judgment the puBlie interest requires, 
buy and distribute at cost seed for ertiaple productions in any section of the 
state and may accept loans from private corporations or individuals for the 
same purpose. It may also act as the agent for any voluntary organization 
to distribute seed or otherwise stimulate agricultural production or co-operate 
with sueh organization or organizations for that purpose. 

§ 3. [As amended by Chapter 506, Laws 1917. Approved by the Governor, 
May 16, l^l?.] The sum of five hundred thousand dollars, or so much 
thereof as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated out of any moneys in 
the state treasury not otherwise appropriated, to carry out the provisions 
of this act. Such money shall be paid to the commission or to its order by 
the state treasurer from time to time on the warrant of the comptroller, 
upon requisition signed by the chairman of such commission and the 
governor. 

The oomptroUer is hereby authorized and directed to advance to said 
commission for use in making purchases for sale and distribution, as provided 
in section two hereof, such sum of money as said commission may require 
and request, not to exceed one-fifth of the amount appropriated herein. The 
said commission is hereby authorized to use such money in making such 
purchases and to use the money received from sales of goods so purchased 
in making further purchases of the kind provided in section two for resale, 
but such purchases shall be approved by tne comptroller. The provisions of 
section thirty-seven of the finance law requiring the payment of moneys into 
the state treasury on or before the fifth day of each month shall not apply 
to money received) by the commission from the sales of goods purchased as 
provided herein. 

On or before September first and December thirty-first, each year, until 
the close of the present war, the commission shall make a verified report to 
the comptroller of the disbursements madie by it to such date. The com* 
mission shall expire at the close of sudi war or at such earlier time as the 
legislature shall determine. 

f 4. This act shall take effect immediately. 

The Committee held its first meeting, under the provisions of 
this act, at the State Department of Agriculture at Albany on 
April 23, and continued in session through April 25. The Com- 
smission organized its work by establishing nine divisions, as 



f^Lowfl^ m diai^ q£ tiie ismpmstive CommiiwkBiffffy, and eatai>- 
lisfi3Bd: ite CBentral afllcff air the Department of Agxiimllure in 

revision/ of AcfininistratSon, iii clisrge of Obxranissioner C. S. WiTaon. 
BivisiQik of Bood Oonacffvation, inclining. Insect and Plant Disease Control 
iSenHLce, ik clxar^ of 'OoimxKESsionier A. R. Mann. 
Biviaion of Oknxtj Organization, in charge of >Cbnimisaioner M.' C: Btirritt. 
BiyifdoiD ' of " ScBlooI^ a^. C^O'eges,. in dtarge of Commissioner J: H. Emle^. 
Diriaion of MstsiBfution,. Storage, and Marketing^ in charge of CoramisBioner 

j:. J4 mnoB. 

DMsion of. Coans and' Fkna. Lands, in. chaxge of Commiaeibner 9v X. EoweH. 

Vfvatskm. at Fann J&aibor, in cftarg^ of ConmiTsafibner F. W.'. '^^ions. 

Diyfsiba of Sfeacfe, Fertifizera^ and Live Stock, in. charge of Comraiasioner 
El IX Chojg^. 

DlTiaioii of ' T^ani^rtaifan and MkcBiner^ in charge of ConmiiasiDner 
a. a: T, BtxsK.. 

Sfefeseqrientfy Bw^g&t SmidOTson, formerly Dean of thw West 
yirginia College of Agricn^arc^ wa9i.«iLg8iged.aa a^fli^^aAt smiseiary 
smd acting' exeOTtive secretary of iius CommissioiL In this 
paBitsflDL het aiisnred huqp^. eftpadds^^ djui^ ha waa- paanatakiB^ and' 
tftdesir ik thtsr vvoiS: of tie ©onnmssibn. 

Arrangements ba£ pasmon^y h&m. moi^. whexcfey tE« maziagftia'- 
of tfie connty farm BTOrearas in tfee. forty-one conntiea thsen organr 
iaed ahoiild act asf thfir: (sanm^ lepxfiafintatiLV^k q£. tbfl CoHimiaaiiDzi, 
and! sjieeial representatives of the Commission, in charge of 
D o Bwa cl hUE - Euanritt^ AtmiA be plaefid: m eosh of the: other fifteesi 
agricnlhiraP conntieff^ of the State. 

After fti &0ffoagk eomideBatiest. o^' Btunifesottfi plains pcopesed. to 
it. hy r^iresentatives of ~ varibns- agrienlttrral and conrarerciai 
iflrt^erealiiBp'iidth iii^j^SKF^ tiwt QBgajuiaatiDni of a sB»p|ily of.fazzttlaiBav^. 
tfifi Commission prepared Ifie fDlIowmg- statement with regard to 
fai» lafioi^^ whddn Tw pTw oiftt f(SF piibidfiation. to the ^nesA of 
tlkzSIMe:: 



Ti«nii of the moDif dfiortfer beix^ mada^ b^ oug^n^zaUans- oi all aoBts to 
eritistgpB iawM ian iiarm liixir, tile- Pi^ri«ti& A|^€uk»ral. SesviecL- Commii^eA' 
announces th&t the present situation does not call for the iminfi«U«te mag^ef^ 
nuntr. o& Wfam t m a&- Umm: haisda^ nam* QcmsidfirahW muaaheFSt- of man^ and bojs 
f mittitto R cifaem fvm^htmaAi iierxn aapm/im»t. Easmsig ia? an. ooau^aldoii. requizii^ 
spanaLf sBrlL. TbeiiaameAsAB iiaed.:a£ faciBfiEac ia-^fiei bofK and msnr.whe. hajro- 
hiidi ftarnu eflq)«nsnM aadk w]iOK<swt he immei^ivt^iLf uaefuL gbl thft f aaana. Bvuik 
help must be found largely among schools, colleges^, aad iadiBtBiaL ov Mnut 
pursuits in which persons who hana leoHkblj^ ooma' fxcsv thcsfacnK aia eng^tfl, 
among retired farmers, and in various occupations in country towns. 

The Committee feels warranted, in view of the food interests of the n&tion 
iv tfit».onm^. n jaakimgL ml, Mjifpok iqqieai t» boysi and nmr enrezyw&enS' who 
haa» had fiajon. exj^erifiDCft. ta \x>luEitear foe. farm work., Induatrial aiuL coBir 
mercial con^cerna employing, such help are urged to make possible and to 
encauagBtbe sdlkaaA o£- all sodlL peramub 

TheiOLwilL bn need latei: foruntiained hoys, men, and women in thet har- 
vesting of "crops, and" the- mobilization of city labor for the fkrms should be 
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directed toward this end. The Patriotic Agrioiltwral Serme DoiBmittee 
urgeA all oiigBnizatioAs attempting to mobilise farm labor to work through 
the Committee, so as to avoid diiplication and wasted effort. 

The OommilTfeee fuisl^r calls attention to the grant nsed -for r^LAlemamaa 
for work in the iannboufles. Many SamerB wUl be wable to ei^^^ge mone 
help on the farm unless, at the same time, they josji engage additional hel|> 
in tbe home. 

The Commission also voted to accept the oawpemtiBDEi irfAe. Mil- 
itary Training Commission, and to authaxize the employxQent of 
an executive secretary in each of the edz zones eaBtablishad by it, 
through which the sources of supply a£ h(yy labor inight be iusaqi^t 
into touch with the county representatives of th© (^mmwAcm^ "who 
would arrange for its diirtribution. 

A poster setting forth the work of the CoimxQSBion'was spftavBd 
and ordered distributed as widely as possible. 

In order to better articulate its worlc with the county home 
defense committees, the Commission recommended to them that 
the executive committees of the county farm bureau association, 
where organized, be Ae agricultural tsommattees vi the eennty 
home defense committees in diarge xH phms for increafiing tiwd 
conserving the food supply. It was ^suggested that in counties ust 
having organized farm boreauB, ite 'agritrriltural commiftecB %e 
appointed in cooperation ivifh fhe grange. 

The Pomona Grange in each coanty was asked to designate one 
of its juunber to act on the Advisory Council to the Patriotic Agri- 
cultural Service Committee, in order that the Conunittee might 
^e^ in close touch with the f armeus in the State and get theix 
suggestions and experience as to the best imeans of .increasing and 
conserving the food supply. Various matters xrf policy AaveT)een 
submitted by mail to a referendum vote of this councfl, which lias 
thus served the purposes for which it was organised. 

At its meeting on April 25, the Comnussinn called on Txovemar 
Whitman and eutlined to him its plans of work. The Commission 
recommended, and the Governor approved, that the name «he 
changed to " The Jfew York State Food Supply Comimission,'' 
with the subtitle ^^ far Patriotic Agricultural Service." 

-At this meeting the Commission authorized the purchase of seed 
potatoes, for distribution at cost through its oounty leprescnta- 
tives and through other agricultural organizations. It also voted 
to purchase farm tractors, to be lent to county farm bureaus and 
other responsible organizations of farmers under suitable contracts, 
for the purpose of increasing the acreage of plowing and planting 
and to determine the feasibility of such aid by the State. 
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The question having arisen as to the relation of the Commission 
to various state institutions and departments with which the law 
authorized it to cooperate in regard to the payment of expenses 
incurred, the Commission defined its policy by the following reso- 
lution: " Resolved, That it is the judgment of the members of the 
Commission that it is authorized to emiploy the organizations of 
state departments and institutions to execute the work devised by 
the Commission for the production, conservation, and distribution 
of food, and to repay the departments and institutions for the 
expenses incurred in the service rendered in the execution of such 
work; but that the Commission has not the authority to convert 
any of its appropriation to defray other expenses of state depart- 
ments or institutions." 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMISSION 

The following summary records the more important proceed- 
ings and minutes of the Commission, exclusive of routine business, 
which consisted largely of reports from each Conmiissioner as to 
the work of his division, and of general discussions. These dis- 
cussions involved the consideration of the projects of work of the 
various divisions of the Commission, the results of which are more 
fully described below under their respective headings. 

i ORGANIZING FARM LABOR, MAY 3 

The meeting held by the Commission at Albany on May 3 was 
devoted to its policy as to the best method of organizing its efforts 
for helping to supply farm labor. Various plans which had been 
proposed to it, particularly that of requesting manufacturers to 
release their labor for a short period for farm work and to 
encourage their employees to spend their vacations in working on 
farms, were carefully considered in the light of opinions which 
had been obtained from members of the Advisory Council through 
a referendum letter. The Commission was advised concerning the 
plans for mobilization of farm labor reconmiended by the United 
States Department of Agriculture through Mr. E. H. Thompson, 
of the Office of Farm Management of that Department, who sub- 
mitted to the Commission a carefully prepared plan for the distri- 
bution of farm labor. As a result the Commission adopted the 
following statement of its policy on this matter: 

THE FARM LABOR PROBLEM ? **r | ' ' 

The New York State Food Supply Oonunission, in recognizing the fann 
labor problem as one of immediate importance, desires to point out that it 
has two distinct phases: (1) Supply, (2) Demand. The solution depends 
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upon bringing the two together quickly and intelligently. As a means of 
doing this the Commission submits the following labor program: 

The farm labor needs. The Commission has already available complete and 
accurate information concernins the individual needs of farmers throughout 
the State. Any duplication of this work would be both unnecessary and 
confusing. 

Organization for pladng labor. Organization has been established by the 
Commission in every county, and this organization is being extended to the 
local commimities in each ooimty, to place the available competent help on 
the farms needing it. 

Sources of labor supply. There is in every rural community a reserve 
source of experienced farm help which provides the most available, economical, 
and efficient supply of farm labor. The Commission will utilize this primary 
source to the fullest possible extent on the neighboring farms. 

When the local supply of farm labor is fully employed, the Commission 
will draw on the reserves of properly qualified labor in the larger conv- 
munities. 

If the local demands cannot be fully supplied from these sources, the Com- 
mission win draw upon the available qualified labor in the cities. 

It is believed that this plan of utilizing the nearest and local sources of 
supply first, and drawing on the more distant and less qualified sources only 
when the local reserves are exhausted, will give the maximum efficiency. 

Cooperation with other agencies. The New York State Food Supply Com- 
mission is working in conjunction with the New York State Industrial Com- 
mission, and it is desirable that all local state committees and organizations 
coordinate their activities with that of the State Commission under its plan 
and in cooperation with its organization. This plan has been developed with 
a view to the greatest economy and efficiency in the movement and use of 
labor — employing men locally where their experience and familiarity with 
local work maJkes them most helpful. 

The Commission invites and welcomes the cooperation of all agencies, in 
city and country, which are seeking to mobilize farm labor. It cannot be too 
strongly emphasized that the labor situation is one of the most serious 
problems confronting the nation. At the same time it is to be recognized 
that farming is an occupation requiring skill and that only a limited amount 
of unskilled help can be used. Such help will be most serviceable in harvest 
time, especially in such work as gathering berries and other small fruits. 
The beat interests of the State will be served if all voluntary bodies endeavor- 
ing to mobilize farm labor will cooperate "with the New York State Food 
Supply Oommisaion appointed for this and other purposes. 

Voluntary agencies can render their chief service by discovering sources 
of qualified .labor and making a comiplete index of persons offering themselves 
for employment on farms. The New York State Food Supply Commission 
will fumis'h imiform farm labor enrollment blanks to any cooperative organi- 
zation for this purpose. 

As the matter of the relation of the county representatives of 
the Commission to the county home defense committees, and the 
relation of the work of the Commission to other organizations 
workinsT for the same ends, seemed to require clearer definition, the 
Commission adopted the following resolution defining its attitude: 

The New York State Food Supply Commission interprets the law under 
which it has been cveated, to imply that no previous organization existed with 
sufficient scope and authority to effect the adequate promotion of the produc- 
tion, conservation, and economic distribution of food products in the State 
tmder the present emergency conditions, and that it was created with a view 
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of utilizing laxkd oooc^inatlDig the <^oial 4uid unaffioial organizationfi of the 
State able to render Bervice in this field under one recognized jdirecting 
authority. 

The Commission interprets the law to mfean that It may and should employ 
the organizations of the different state departments, state institutions, and 
volunteer bodies in the State, to further and promote the purposes for which 
the Commission has been created. Therefore it invites the cooperation and 
assistance of all the official and volunteer organizations of the iState to 
further the work of increasing and conserving and distributing food products. 

When any state department or institution consents to undertake a piece 
of work in its field for the Commission, it places itself under the Jurisdiction 
of the Commission in so far as this particular work is concerned, and to that 
extent it subjects itself to; the geneml direction of the OomxniBsion. 

The Conunission has provided state, county, and local organizations for 
executing this work^ and it invites other county and local organizations and 
committees to contribute their quota of work to the general cause through 
thifi oi^anization. 

Before the ad jotmimeiit of tlie CoHnmsBion on May 4, it "was 
advised of the passage of Chapter 369,Xaws of 1917, creating the 
State Council erf I>ef ense, vrhmh asBumcsd soper^aion of the work 
of the jFood Supply Commission .under the terms of the Acrt. The 
Oonmussion voted that the CrovemoT be TeqiaiBsted to appoint one 
of its members ^s a onember of the State Council of Defense, 
and subseiquently he n!flined the ehaiiman of the Cotnm^ission as 
one of its members. 

POULTRY CAMPAIGN AND OTHER MATTERS, MAY tO 

At the meeting of the Commission held «t Albany on Mny 10, 
the New Yoi*k State F-ederation-of Poultry Associations presented 
a plan for an educational campaign on the 'conservation of the 
poultry industry. This plan was approved at a Bubseq^uent 
meeting. 

The Ooxnmission authorized ihe purchase dS. buckwheat and 
other seed, to 'be distributed HBCt 'emt in the^Bsmeimamier in nvhich 
the potato seed had been sold through its county Tepresentatives, 
and authorized .an investigation of the sources of supply of feeds 
for Jive stock to determine what steps might be taken to secure 
an ^equate supply ^t ^. lower cost. 

Detailed plans for the employment of field agents for insect 
and -disease control, and for employing women as food conserva- 
tion agents in the counties and cities of the State in cooperation 
with'the States Eelations Service of the United States Department 
of Agriculture, were .presented by Deanlffiann, and the budget for 
these purposes was approved. 

It was also voted that the Commission purchase two traction 
ditchers (later increased to three) for use in tiling wet lands, this 
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work being undertaken as a demonstration of the possibility of 
increasing the amount of land availabte for farm 'crcjps by tile 
drainage. 

AGRICULTURAL CENSUS, MAY 21 

At its meeting held in Albany on May 21, the Commission 
approved the manuscript of the agricultural census which had been 
compiled under the direction of Oomm.issioner Burritt and Pro- 
fessor G. F. Warren, of the New York State College of Agricul- 
ture, and its publication was authorized. (This was published as 
Bulletin 2, A Preliminary Report of the Census of the AgriciU- 
tural Resources of New Torh State, in an edition of 250,000 
copies, and was distributed to all farmers throughout the State 
through the public schools and the county farm bureaus.) 

It was^also voted that the Commission should pay for the leader- 
ship of farm, cadet camps, and should undertake an investigation 
of the practicability and the economic value of such camps as a 
source of Jarm labor. 

SXAT£ CaNBER£NC£, JUVE .12 

At <JiB meetiDg hd.d .at Albaxiy on Jmxe 12, tite Oooximission 
anmnged to hioM its nfisrt meetioig at ByiBcxiBe on July & jand 6, 
and at liat .time to call a conference DfiJieagricattituial interests of 
the State eimilaT to thoat l»ld gat illhaea on April 16 to outline a 
definite progziaiBi Jor :giiiding iibs woctkdn'eausDtiragizKg &e greater 
production and the nauoie sucfceasful distisbution of goods. It was 
voted that the &llomigig ^xtsoig^mcasi ^houJsi be made for this 
eomledjeiiee: 

1. That the central office of farm bureaus be requested to ascertain from 
its agents and county executive committees the moat pressing production, 
transportation, maa-ketii!^, cmd other "food' problems to te met during the 
present seaeon and in preparation for nest year's work. 

2. That similaT information be gathered l)y letter from members of the 
Cooaxmssion^s Advisory Oommittee, ea;|>eriment statit^ns, agricudtuTal school 
and collide workers, and the chairmen of the agricultural committees of the 
coimty home de^nse councils. 

3. That the chairman and the assistant secretary mimlr^ tbe replies and 
classify and list the problems reported, and that they arrange for then* con- 
ftideratiom by small ncommittees at the Syracuse conference, the questions to 
be oonsMfceyed by «ach corainittee to be sent to ths .members of that committee 
in advance of the conference. 

Arraiigements were also approved far the purchase and distribu- 
tion of a limited number of traction potato sprsi.yers, for uJ3e undser 
the supervision of representatives of the Commission in localities 
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where other sprayers were not available, to demonstrate to neigh- 
borhood groups of potato growers the practicability of cooperative 
spraying and thus increase the potato crop. 

CONFERENCE MEETING, JULY 5 AND 6 

The Commission met at the Onondaga Hotel, Syracuse, on July 
5 and 6, in conjunction with the conference which it had called. 
The report of this conference, with its recommendations as 
approved by the Commission, has been published as Bulletin 4 
(issued under date of July 30). 

At this meeting, representatives of the Million Acre Wheat 
Committee presented to the Commission its plan of work and 
organization, and asked for the Commission's indorsement In 
view of the efforts which its county representatives had already 
made for the increased production of grain, and in view of the 
recommendation of the Committee on Farm Crops of the confer- 
ence then in session, the Commission adopted the following resolu- 
tion concerning its relation to the work of the Million Acre Wheat 
Committee: ^' To meet the unquestioned need of our men in the 
field, the New York State Food Supply Commission encourages 
the production of wheat and rye in the State of New York as far 
as it can be done in harmony with good farm practice, and it urges 
its county representatives to cooperate with the Million Acre 
Wheat Committee or other agencies working for this end." 

At this meeting the Commission, on the recommendation of the 
Conmiissioner in charge of Marketing, indorsed the principle of 
public markets, and approved the establishment of cooperative 
farm produce associations and authorized expenditures for this 
work. 

MARKETING AND DISTRIBUTION, JULY 10 AND 11 

The Commission met in Albany on July 10 and 11 for the con- 
sideration of the recommendations of the conference held at Syra- 
cuse the previous week, which were approved and adopted as pub- 
lished in Bulletin 4. 

The Conunission authorized the assistant secretary to super- 
vise the work of getting membership pledges of the housewives of 
the State in the Federal Food Administration, as requested by 
Herbert Hoover through the National and State Councils of 
Defense, and directed that this work should be conducted through 
the county home defense committees. 
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The discussion developed that one of the chief interests of the 
recent conference was in the problems of marketing and distribu- 
tion. Plans for meeting these needs were discussed at length, and 
a committee was appointed to confer with the Federal Food 
Administrator and tiie Bureau of Markets of the United States 
Department of Agriculture as to their plans, and to secure their 
cooperation in this line of work. The Commission voted to estab- 
lish a Market News Service in New York State, if possible with 
the cooperation of the Bureau of Markets of the United States 
Department of Agriculture. It was also voted *Hhat this Com- 
mission desires to take every possible precaution and measure to 
preserve and economically distribute food products within the 
State and to prevent waste of tender food products, and the Com- 
mission requests Mr. Dillon to take up the subject of waste and 
loss of food through refusal of shipments and held shipments and 
condemnations with railroads, transportation companies, commis- 
sion dealers, and the Board of Health of the city of New York, 
with a view to correcting the abuses of distribution in the State of 
'New York, and to report his progress at the next meeting." 

It was voted to cooperate with the New York State Federation 
of Poultry Associations in the educational campaign for the 
elimination of low-producing birds, the plan of campaign to 
include press notices, circulars, an organized movement for con- 
ducting field meetings, and the formation of local associations in 
poultry centers. Expenditures for this purpose were approved. 

It was voted that an effort should be made to obtain reliable 
information concerning the extent, value, and effect of the home 
garden movement throughout the State, through the enlistment 
of voluntary aid for this purpose. 

FARM LABOR, AUGUST 3 

At its meeting in Albany on August 3, the Commission author- 
ized an exhibit to be made at the New York State Fair at Syra- 
-case, representing its work in conjunction with that of other state 
institutions. 

The attention of the Commission was called to the need of 
iarm labor for harvesting the fruit crop in western New York, 
and it was voted to pay for the leadership of additional farm 
cadet camps for that purpose. It was also voted : 

That the State Food Supply Commission^ in view ol the absolute necessity 
of an adequate supply of farm help to harvest the season's crops without 
«erious losses, and because of the known scarcity of labor, urgently requests 
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the Commissioner of Education of the State of New York to instruct the 
school authorities to urge upon the teachers and pupils under their juriadi£- 
tion the necessity of making available under the Brown Act and in coopera- 
tion with the Farm Cadet bureau of iJie State MilitaTy Training Commission 
as hirge a supply of boy labor as possible for harvesting the crops. The Com* 
mission specially calls attention to the need of this labor for the harvesting 
of peaches in the western New York peach belt', of grapes in the Choutaocraa 
.grape belt, of potatoes on Juong Island and in Steuben County, ^nd in otner 
sections where special needs appear. 

The coimnittee sent to Washington to confer on marketing 
problems with the Federal. Food Administrator and the Bnn^n of 
Markets, made a report and recommended a plan for organizing 
the potato growers of the State for marketing their crops. It was 
Toted : 

That the New York State Food Supply Commitesion approves of the plan 
of the organization of potato growers into local exchanges in the diffensnt 
potato-growing commumties for the purpose of ussembling, grading, sorting, 
and marketing the potato crop for the year 1917-18. 

That the Commission nlso .a^rov^es of the plan of f ederatii^ the Jocal 
exchanges into one general sales tagency for the State, with the recommendation 
that the potatoes of all of the members of the local exchanges and all of the 
potatoes controlled by sudti local exchaoigeB be marketed land distributed 
through this one centralized ^state selling agency. 



SBSOBT or TMK TXWlSOm OF A2>1BI](]8TEATI0II 

Chables S, Wilsoit,, Commi&sioner in Charge ' 

Thm iroidE: of the: Di^daiDiL of AdiniiKBlraii0ir haa- been: inuier 
ihs gcsisnil smpacfimoTi) of tdote CJiaQiinaiL a£ tbei CkHnmiJaanBr and 
in immediate charge of the Assistant SBaBBeHaEfvy, . Dwi^^att: SflndeB?- 
aoB^ iditli oneassiateiii^ an. aeaxGoiitaBt;. at: booMfisepei'v cdcdss^ and 
stoiijqpaplacDDs.. The wmrk: o£ thiar diiydfloon^ hacr rDisroii^' the grat- 
^sdi sn^MEcnrssiQiL anji ImfllucNff sdmiiiiatraliQEDL. 

Fotii mJisTunsiieaf ' at lais^e amBTUit of tiaaae wair ^evceted: ttx 'psm- 
paring the budget for the approval of the State Defense Goranfiil^ 
several revisions* €i£ wknaki wvmt mwdm latAswer ite &^ approval. 

All lie piiblication& Mid the piir^ng of the Commission, have 
been supervised* The ediitiRg of publi«ation& and printed forms 
has been in chaige of Misses Cosgraye and Mtmsell, of thet Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, who have devoted a large part of their time 
to the work of this Commission without extra oompensation. 
Without their unselfish assistance this work would have been 
seriously delayed. Two posters with a total. edLfcion. of, 21,000, 
four circulars with a total of 32,000, five bulletins with a total of 
280, 0©6, and seven numbers* of the Announcer wiiSi a total o£ 
100^.GOtt^ hafiie ham ifmiai ; inx addditiooi thes& ha^e beeai piimted. 
327,00^ copies of the census- blanks, 10O,(T0O btdTetin. envelopes^ 
234,000 correspondence envelopes, 289,000 letterheads, and 
818,000 miscellaneous, blanks, cards-, and printed* forms, making 
a total of over 2,200,000 pieces of printed matter,, involving aev- 
enty^^©^ printiiigs* 

One hundred and seventy-fi^ve letters, press notices, contracts, 
and other lamuiogpafh f on&sf hav« been ifissiied, widi a tolal editioiL. 
of approximately 160,000. 

The, accounting of the Commission has involved the approval of 
Ihe apporntmaBcts^ &i all Mnploj^ses?, and' the sectcrinfif of thefer* 
^proval hy the Stale Council of Defense* A report of the Audi- 
tor- of ih&. Static ConBeil of Defense eoveriii^tibe ax^omin^s of ik» 
Commission is given at the end of the report. 

The publicity work of the* Commission has been in charge of 
Mr. Walter C. Green, of the Department of Agriculture.. The 
success, of Mr. Greenes work, is evidenced by the generous response 
of the press, throughout the State in furthering the activities of 
the Commission. 

r2ir 
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The Department of Home Economics at the New York State 
College of Agriculture furnished material concerning methods of 
canning and preparation of foods. This material was sent out 
each week to three hundred dailies and seven hundred weeklies. 

To insure the prompt mailing of its publications, the Commis^ 
sion installed mailing machinery and had stencils made for lists 
of the leading agricultural organizations and interests of the State, 
totaling nearly 15,000 names. 

During the month of August a considerable amount of time was 
given to a campaign for pledging the housewives of the State to 
the work of the Federal Food Administration, and to the prepara- 
tion of an exhibit at the State Fair. A description of this work 
follows : 

FOOD CONSERVATION PLEDGE CAMPAIGN 

At the request of the Federal Food Administrator, made through 
the National and State Councils of Defense, the Commission 
undertook the management of the first state-wide campaign to 
enlist the householders of New York in the movement for food 
conservation by obtaining signatures to the following pledge: 

TO THE POOD ADMINISTRATOR, 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

I AM GLAD TO JOIN YOU IN THE SERVICE OF FOOD CONSERVATION FOR OXm 
NATION AND I HEREBY ACCEPT MEMBERSHIP IN THE UNITED STATES FOOD ADMIN- 
ISTBATION, PLEDGING MYSELF TO CARRY OUT THE DIRECTIONS AND ADVICE OF 
THE FOOD ADMINISTRATOR IN THE CONDUCT OF MY HOUSEHOLD, IN SO FAB AS MT 
CIROUMSTANCBS PERMIT. 

Name 

Address 

Number in household Do you employ a cook ? 

Occupation of breadwinner 

Will you take part in authorized neighborhood movements for food conser- 
vation ? 

There are no fees or dues to be paid. The Food Administration wishes to 
have as members all of those actually handling food in the home. 

DIRECTIONS 

Mail your pledge card to the Food Administrator, Washington, D. C, and 
you will receive free your ftnst instructions and a household tag to be hung 
in your window. 

Upon receipt of ten cents with your pledge card and a return addressed 
envelope the official button of the Administration, and, if desired, the shield 
insignia of the Food Administration, will also be sent you. 

As a forerunner of the active work of the pledge campaign the 
Commission undertook the management of the movement to 
enlist the support of the clergy and the churches of the State in 
the observance of the first Sunday of July as Food-saving Sunday. 
Some 7000 circular letters and a suggested program urged the 
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churches to emphasize the serious nature of the food situation and 
to secure as much active support and cooperation from individuals 
and organizations of their congregations as possible. 

The pledge campaign proper was launched on July 17 by send- 
ing circular letters to the chairmen of the home defense commit- 
tees of all the counties of the State, outlining the plan of cam- 
paign and asking each Home Defense Committee to handle the 

campaign in its county with the fullest possible cooperation of 
all the women's organizations. The pledge was also sent to these 
committees, in stereotyped form, in order that it might be printed 
in the daily and weekly papers of the county. Six hundred of 
these stereotypes were distributed and the pledge was very gen- 
erally published in the papers of the State. 

In general, the home defense committees undertook the cam- 
paign and handled it most efficiently. Active cooperation was 
given by Mrs. William Grant Brown, Chairman of the New York 
State Division of the Women's Committee of the National Coun- 
cil of Defense and of the Women's Division of the State Council 
of Defense, and by the chairmen of the county units of this 
committee. 

Special mention should be made of two campaigns, one in Ful- 
ton County and one in New York City. In Fulton County the 
committee, headed by the local county representative of the Com- 
mission, made a thorough systematic door-to-door canvass of the 
entire county and apparently obtained the signatures of consider- 
ably more than half of the householders of the county. In New 
York City the work was in charge of the Mayor's Com- 
mittee of Women on National Defense, and 400,000 pledges were 
distributed. 

One result of the pledge campaign, which should not be over- 
looked and which, while it is too intangible to be summarized in 
figures, is nevertheless of the greatest value, is its educational 
effect. Much was accomplished in stimulating interest in the 
whole food-conservation and food-saving movement, and in organiz- 
ing the women's clubs to an active cooperation in the work and 
to a keen realization of its importance. 

THE STATE FAIR EXHIBIT 

The Food Training Camp exhibit at the State Fair, at Syra- 
cuse, New York, was arranged under the joint authorization of 
the New York State Fair Commission and the New York State 



24 

Eood Supply Commission, at the request of the State Fair Com- 
missior^ ta meet the suggestions of the Federal Food Admin- 
istration. 

The idea of. a Food Training Camp was new, hut the Food 
Supply Commiasion agreed to be responsible for the. preparation 
and installation of such an exhibit, the aim of which was ta cover 
the. work, dona to in<;rease food production, to decrease food waste, 
and to increase efficiency o£ food usq in New Tork State.. The 
preparatioiL of the exhibit wa& placed in immediate charge of 
Mr« A. M. Loomis, of the office staff of this Commission, and 
Professor R. H. Wheelerj^ of the JSTew Tork State College of 
Agriculture. 

A detailed description of this exhibit is g^ven here, because It 
is believed, that its conception, organization,, and general plan 

offer su^^stions fox makings futuxe state fair and other larg^e 
exhi'bata of this character both attractive and truly educational*. 

Four general types of exhibits were decided upon: first, 
graphic representation, both of the fact of a world shortage of 
food and of the cause for such shortage ; second, the activities- of 
the State Food Supply Commission, the State College of Agri- 
culture, the county farm bureaus, the state agricultural schools, 

and other cooperating ageneiea, in intoreafiing. tiie amount of 
food maiterial actually produced; third, exhibits showing more 
direct and less wasteful methods of handling and transporting 
food materials ; and fourth,, ^hibita showing the economic methods 
of preparing foods, eliminating waste, and conserving wheat; 
meat,, sugar, and fats needed particularly at this time for export 
The caitral exhibit, which served as a key to the entire food 
training camp, was a booth approximately forty feet in l^igth, 
in the editor of which were shown the reasons foar the world's food 
shortagsB, flanked on either side by illustrations of the remedies — 
on one side by an exhibit entitled Maka Every Acre Productive, 
and on the other side by sai exhibit entitled Mahe Every Pound 
Effective, The reasons for the world's, food shortage were shown 
by statistics indicating the large decrease in the number of agri- 
cultural workers in the world, the large increase in the number 
of armed men in the armies and navies of the world, and the 
decrease in the world's staple food crops, wheat, sugar, and pota- 
toes, and in the visible supply of meat. A map showed the large 
agricultural area of Europe that has been devastated by the war, 
and other panels showed the tremendous increase in exports of 



iamdBtuSs irom the IMted States. An csiMbit iviiich atlxaated 
ifeeki atteBitiiin waa one iihovring tbe daily xation of tlw Amuoot 
easL isiifalBsr. 

At the entrance to the exhibit a large chart and map ilkistroted 
Ike mtaise^miB ^cganizatiDn of tloB H^enr Yiozk Sifu^ E^od <Sffpply 
CoBnniasian, ite eocndinaticm wiitibi the Stable Oolite of Agricnl- 
tare, iise office of 1i» New York ^Oitj Fo«Ni aad MtGurket Commis* 
sumer^ sebA the faxm imreaxis, ^oantjr himie ddtenae commititoes, 
and women's organizations in each tMnnsty, A series of smaller 
SBoiHUted mapB aiad Bsiiifai/ts «of pvinted mratter iriipmsNnled the 
AetiTities of l^e Oonadidttsiirai CEDd its 's^mns fivinons. 

fipecdal aBBLflta&ee m prnpaxing tiie aidiibit was gbma by ibe 
New YoKk S^ate OdUege of Agriic:»ltiire at Oomell XJiii^9«rBity, 
winch 43xcp(plied « lai^ port of thfe materiial amd installatiKm ; also 
by the New York City Health Department, Bureau of Fo&is and 
Drugs ; by the 4state scfheidls of egiicuMure at Alfred, Morrieville, 
a®d Dellii ; by tibe Wyoming Coimty Farm Bureaa aaad the Jfew 
Ywk State Beasi Lab<M«*oiy at Periy; land ify the !Sfow Y^orft 
St&te I^partment <^ Agriculture. 

The potato "eathibit, where in one section, woAing in coopera- 
titMi, «were eewral of 'the depaftraenifes of Ifee S*tffee OoHege of Agri- 
coltuTO and one division -of the Food Supply OommiBsion, «howed 
the «itire detail K>i the wwrk of impwwing the N^ew York 8ta>fee 
Ymp (if ^atoee. This included methods ^i knpve^ving «eed potar 
toes by hill selection; methods -ctf gwrwii^ and hoadling «€»d pote- 
toeg; ^ae care of the crop while ^^owiiaeg^; Hie various potato 
-disettses, remedial meaBuree, spray pumps, 'spray materials, aad 
types 'Of 'nozfrles ; potato types, getting away from tT*e old id^i 
^f an •«:^ibJt4on nrf named "varietkB*; pota^gi»di«g in»?Ai»ery ; 
i33®dels of potato storage houses; packages for marketing; and 
fixtggested methods of ocrganTzation for cooperative marketing 
ageacieB, now being worked out in "New York Stai!e under the 
dire(5tion of the Food Supply Gommisskm. 

This was supplemera^ted by special nmterial in flwB food eo3BS€BP- 
vation section arranged by the State School of Agriculture at 
Alfred University. Tn this section the value of the potato as a 
food^was shown, and themeliiods of preparing potatoes *tm a food, 
to save ilieiT ^entire food value, was demonstrated by a ocmipetent 
imtructor. 

Across the aisle from the potato exhibit was xwie on the produc- 
tion and tmre of milk. The breeding and 'setestion of ftie dairy 
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cow was shown in detail, also efficient feeding and dairy farm 
management, the best methods to be used in the milk barn, and 
the careful and cleanly methods required to transmit the product 
to the consumer. 

Adjoining this was an exhibit dealing with the elimination of 
bovine tuberculosis, in which the subject was treated as a factor 
in the food-conservation problem looking toward the increased 
production of both meat and milk in New York State by still 
further control of this disease. 

A back-yard poultry plant was in the next section, the material 
including a Cornell poultry house occupied by a small, well- 
selected fleck. It showed how household waste can be turned into 
food when used as poultry feed, and gave illustrations of the best 
types of fowls and best methods of feeding and of preventing 
disease. 

Farm and general drainage had a large place because it is gen- 
erally believed that lack of drainage is a limiting factor in the 
productivity of the farms of the State, and because there are more 
than 600,000 acres of swamp land in the State capable of being 
brought into a high state of productivity by drainage. Working 
models and pictures, maps and charts, showed how farm drainage 
systems are to be installed, and showed also a simple and practical 
method of swamp drainage. Various types of farm products 
grown on reclaimed land, including hay, oats, com, celery, cab- 
bage, onions, and carrots, were shown. 

Waste due to improper methods of packing and handling food 
for transportation was shown by the New York City Health 
Department. Photographs illustrated the large item of waste, due 
to broken packages and damaged products, found in the carloads 
of produce as they reach the city markets. These photographs 
were supplemented by charts estimating the money value of this 
loss, and these again by packages, barrels, crates, and hampers 
recommended as safe and substantial containers in which to ship 
produce of the New York State farms to the New York City 
markets. 

A section devoted to the preparation of foods and the conserva- 
tion of food products occupied nearly one-third of the entire space, 
including an auditorium for motion pictures and demonstrations 
of making wheat-saving breads, of meat and vegetable canning, 
and of jelly making and preserving. This section included an 
exhibit of milk as a food, made by the State School of Agriculture 
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at Dolhi, emphasizing the value of milk in cookery and shomng 
its various manufactured forms; an exhibit of "meat savers/' 
using legumes and other vegetables in place of all or part of the 
meat ordinarily used in the diet; an exhibit of preserves and 
jellies, showing the various methods of extending the use of the 
fruit crop throughout the year; and an extensive exhibit of the 
various methods of bread making, designed to show methods of 
utilizing cereals other than wheat to cut down the amount of wheat 
used in the daily diet. 

Supplementing the exhibit of the wheat-saving methods, small 
loaves of bread baked from various recipes calling for the utiliza- 
tion of rye, oatmeal, buckwheat, and other cereals in place of 
wheat, were sold at cost to all who wished to sample them. One 
oven belonging to the United States Army Camp on the fair 
grounds was used for this purpose, and its entire capacity during 
the time of the fair was too small to supply the demand. 

Drying and canning exhibits showed various types of driers, ' 
together with a large display of dried foods, and also of pressure 
canning outfits of sufficient size to take care of a large truck farm 
or a small community. The "New York State School of Agriculture 
at Morrisville showed methods of saving and utilizing fat. This 
exhibit included charts showing the waste of fats, and gave 
samples of various types and kinds of soap that can be readily 
made at home from the fats saved. 

There was available, in each one of the food-conservatJon 
exhibits, printed matter giving recipes and directions for carrying 
out the recommended practices. Nearly 100,000 copies of this 
printed matter was distributed during the six days of the fair. 

N^ew York's high production of beans was recognized by a 
special exhibit showing the work of the New York State Bean 
Laboratory at Perry, Wyoming County, where studies have been 
made of remedial measures for the various diseases that have 
attacked this crop in New York and elsewhere ; by a study of the 
commercial varieties of beans grown in this State; and by an 
exhibit illustrating the food value of beans and the methods of 
utilizing them. 

The back-yard garden movement was shown in a plan for next 
year's garden. This occupied the center of the main entrance to 
the Food Training Camp, and included a complete representation 
of a back-yard garden, showing the garden vegetables actually 
growing, properly labeled to indicate successions of planting to 
grow two or more crops from the same ground in one season. 
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Supflamenting this was SL.m(ddel of t pit .for ihe MUmsigQ of mkstear 
-mseiMes Band an «xkibit of new and compaEativ^y lktle4aiowJi 

A. tx^ke^cur 'demanstxat^oxi was ^i^en •on Wedfififiday aitd Xk&rsda^ 
«f Fair Week, tke idetaik of Tdukoh ^imre a^^rangedby and is. okaqge 
of iMi!. £"« Q. £dii£Skd% ^aisttLaiat to Cemmiaaiaiier ^S. J. T, JBusk. 
i^ field at the oiortliTviest <soiEaeT of the groiuads wa& used far this 
damiiaistration^ m whidsi £Te tcactoFs partieipa^ed oai Wednesday 
and seven on Thursdav. 



BEPOBT OF THE DIV03X0N OF FOOD CONSEBVATION 

A. R. Mann, Commissioner in Charge; D. J. CBosbt, Assisting 

The purpose of the Diviaon of Food Conservation was to 
increase the food snj^ly by redueing. and so far as possible pre- 
senting, losses — first at the point of production, and second at the 
point of cGqasomptioti. 

I. The prevention of losses at the point of production was pro- 
moted by the following lines of work : 

1. Potato insect and disease control. 

2. Seed-potalo inspection. 

3. Fruit insect and disease control. 

4. Vegetable insect control. 

5. Insect pest survey asid; infoaemation aervice^ 

6. Plant diKBesse survey and infonnation. aervioe. 

IL In accomplishing the ccmservation of food at the point of 
consumption, two lines of work were developed : 

1. AppaintDien£ of counly oar rural food conservation, agents 
mppisrted 1^ tmicAj, exeeutiye committees. 

2. AppoinlmeEEt of city food eonaervation agents supported by 
eity esBeufldvoL- camnickteBai 

Detaikd leperta at liiese aefveial Isqas of.wsork follaw; 

I. INSECT Airn PCAlfT DISBASB CdmOfi SERVICB 

IH. H. Whetzel and J. G. Needham, Leaders iu' Charge 

In. the orgaaization. of the insect and plant disease control 
service, the New York State Food Supply Commission had the 
ad^anta^. o£ the advice of the following committee : 

Proles6on» F. C. Stewart and F«. J. Paisott,. of the TSew 
York State £:i^rinicnt Ststion at. Qenerva ; 

DilE. p. Felt, fitsube Entomologist, Albany; 

Mr, G. G. Atwood, Horticulturist of the Stalte Departmmt 
o£ Agriculture, Albaoiy; 

Prof easora. H. H. Whetzel and J. G. Needham, of the STew 
York State Collfge of Agriculture at Ithaca. 

The staff engj^ed in the woadb of this service consisted of: (1) 
kodos in their respective lines of work, who maiaitainod head- 
^uartBTB at the State College of Agriculture but who spent much 
time in the field helping in perfecting local org^niaatic^i and 

[20] 
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advising field assistants; (2) an expert on fruit pests who spent 
his entire time in the field advising field assistants; (3) a force 
of seven field assistants in potato spraying, five field assistants in 
fruit work, and two assistants in vegetable pest work, who had 
headquarters in the region of their work and dealt directly with 
growers. In most cases the field assistants had office headquarters 
with the county representatives of the Commission and were sup- 
plied from local funds with stenographic assistance and auto- 
mobile, the field assistants have devoted all their time to potato 
seed inspection work. 

The reports of the several lines of work in this division follow : 

Potato Insect and Disease Control 

W. H. "Ranejn, Leader in Charge 

Potatoes are one of the most important staple crops of the 
State. The yield depends largely on weather conditions, which 
influence the amount of injury due to flea beetles, Colorado potato 
beetles, tipbum, early blight, and, above all, the disastrous late 
blight. Spraying with bordeaux mixture and some insect poison 
insures protection from these injuries, which, when combined, 
oftentimes mean total loss or greatly reduced yields and poor 
storage qualities. The procedure to be followed in potato spray- 
ing has been so thoroughly proved a successful farm operation 
that it should be universally adopted. Yet in some sections of 
this State potato spraying is not practiced by more than five per 
cent of the growers. It was therefore decided that one of the 
most useful and immediately beneficial projects for insuring crop 
yields this summer was a systematic campaign to get a greater 
acreage under spray. Field assistants were appointed and 
assigned to work in cooperation with farm bureaus or Food Supply 
Commission representatives in the counties growing the largest 
number of acres. This work was carried on in Cortland, Erie, 
Genesee, Oneida, Steuben, Livingston, Wyoming, and Allegany 
Counties. 

Preliminary work. The seven field assistants, working full 
time and under the immediate direction of the project leader in 
potato spraying, began work on June 1 in these counties. Dnring 
June their time was taken with the following lines of work: 

1. Preparing mailing lists of potato growers having more than 
four acres. Information was obtained from the census taken by 
the Food Supply Commission in April. 
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2. Mailing circular information concerning their work in the 
comity and giving general directions on potato spraying. 

3. Making personal visits to farms in potato districts to stimu- 
late more growers to spray and to arouse sentiment in favor of 
conununily spraying. 

4. . Special potato-spraying meetings called in the evenings in 
communities where cooperative spraying seemed possible. 

5. Keeping in touch with the local and wholesale market of 

spray materials and stimulating cooperative purchase of copper 
sulfate. 

During July, the work of further organizing and supervising 
spraying communities and aiding individual growers in preparing 
for spraying operations was continued. The following figures 
summarize the field work of these two months : 

June July Total 

Telephone caUs answered 178 214 392 

Copies of circular matter mailed 6, 987 932 7, 919 

Personal letters written 164 219 383 

News items written 17 10 27 

Newspapers carrying such news 104 55 159 

Office caU® received 86 135 221 

Farm caUs made 851 1, 381 2, 232 

Meetings held (night) 48 14 62 

Attendance at meetings 1, 056 202 1, 258 

: ■ I 

During August and the first week of September the amount of 
field work necessary to satisfy demands for diagnosing potato 
troubles, to supervise the community spraying, and to advise with 
individual growers, developed to the extent that much of the time 
of the assistants was taken in making farm calls. The following 
figures show the number of farm calls during this period: 

Cortland County 138 

Erie County 207 

G«nesee County 146 

Oneida €ounty 183 

Steub^ti County ] 22^ 

Livingston County S 

Wyoming County ] j2^ 

Allegany County • 5 

Total 1, 127 



The two preceding tables taken together show 3359 individual 
farm calls made by these representatives of the Commission. 

Community spraying. By the first of August actual spraying 
operations were begun in most of the counties, and the assistants 
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were busy aiding the spraymen in charge of cammunity spraying 
in organising the rotation spraying. At the same time they were 
aiding large numbers of individual growers who had never sprayed 
before. This woA necessitated constant traveling from farm to 
farm, and in many counties the assistant was unable to see all the 
men asking for aid. 

Cooperative eommumty oijganizations are in. operaticxD. as fdr 
lows: 

County o^S^ti^s Number of acres 

Cortland 1 16 

Erie 6 . 300 

Oneida. 4 12& 

Steuben 8 500 

LiTliij^ton 1 30 

Wyoming 1 70 

Allegany 1 50 

Total 21 1, 092 



Individual spraying. Of mtjre importance than the acreage 
under oommunaty spraying, is the acreage being grayed eoorreetly 
for blight for &e first time by many individnal growers. The 
followiRg: list of such acreages indicates the ^eetiveness q£ ttiia 
w orL These growers have purchased equipment and it is to be 
expected that in the future they wiU re^^arly fl^xay their crops, 
having learned, the value of the protection : 

C\3nmty J^mobeie 'of gm^mn l^'nmber cri aeres 

Cwtiand . U 568 

Erie IDQ aj^rox. 950 

CFen^see 76 fl'OO 

Oneida 132: 637 

liivingston 60 393 

^^.•.•::::::::::::::::::::::;:::J «« 

Total 617 4,0a0f 



Demonstration sprayings. As a further development, it was 
attempted to place demonstration sprayings in all natural potato 
communities so that the actual results of potato spraying might be 
available to those communities. It is intended that these demon- 
straiios plots riiall be dug and tine yield weighed and compared 
with that ol unsprayed check fidds. Meetings will be caMed at 
digging time to view the results. In this way the vast importMice 
of proper spraying will be driven home. 
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Potato diseases and insect pests. Late blight has been rather 
generally prevalent and destructive, and other diseases rank in 
importance as follows: rhizoctoniose, mosaic, early blight, scab. 
The insect pests commonly met with this year are the Colorado 
beetle, the flea beetle, the green leaf hopper, and the potato 
aphis. 

Results. In most of the counties where this work was carried 
on, considerable loss has already resulted from late blight. All 
the assistants report little or no blight in properly sprayed fields, 
while in adjoining unsprayed fields the tops have often been com- 
pletely killed. They also report uniform satisfaction on the part 
of the growers spraying for the first time. Many growers have 
•changed during the season from prepared spraying compounds to 
homemade bordeaux mixture, which they have prepared on advice 
given by the field assistants. 

The work can be summarized thus : 

Potato spraying was urged on practically all of the potato 
growers having four or more acres in the important potato dis- 
tricts covered by the seven field assistants. This was done by 
evening meetings and personal farm visits. 

The response to this field work was 21 community spraying 

organizations with 1092 acres represented, and approximately 
500 individual growers spraying correctly for blight for the first 

time, representiug more than 4000 acres of potatoes. In all, 
therefore, about 5100 more acres of potatoes are this year insured 
against loss, and an increased yield is expected of from 25 to 60 
bushels, or more, over and above normal yields in unsprayed fields. 

Many growers not included in the records kept have been aided 
directly or indirectly. It is impossible to measure the aid given 
through newspaper articles, circular letters, public meetings, and 
example. Furthermore, the above figures are not taken as a full 
measure of the success of the work, because with the interest that 
has been aroused, and the large increase in the number of grow- 
ers spraying this year, there will no doubt be a further independ- 
ent increase in the acreage next year. 

Besides the generally good results achieved by community 
efforts, a number of specific instances are of interest. In buying 
spray materials in Wyoming County, 26,000 pounds of copper sul- 
fate were bought cooperatively at a saving to the growere of 
from 4 to 8 cents a pound; in Allegany County considerable 
2 
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saving was made on the cooperative purchase of 10,000 pounds 
of copper sulfate. The' field agents of the Commission arranged 
these purchases. One piece of excellent cooperation was in Gen- 
esee County, where lan5 owners were persuaded to furnish spray 
materials for their tenants and in some cases helped in getting 
sprayers. 

In Oneida County check rows were left unsprayed as object 
lessons. In one field 24 sprayed hills yielded 6.7 pounds to the 
hill, while 24 adjoining unsprayed hills gave an average of only 
2.9 pounds to the hill. In the sprayed hills no rot was present; 
in the unsprayed there were 25 rotted tubers. This was convinc- 
ing as to the value of correct spraying. In Steuben County the 
agent reported that by September 1 the greater part of the 
unsprayed vines in the county were dead. Rot was prevalent in 
the unsprayed fields. The increased yield in sprayed fields in the 
county was from 50 to 150 bushels an acre, and many of the 
unsprayed fields will not return the seed. 

General educational meetings. In addition to the personal calls, 
which were everywhere considered most productive of results, and 
in addition to various called meetings and demonstrations in 
making and applying bordeaux, the Oneida County agent held a 
two-days demonstration and exhibit at the Paris Hill fair, with 
lectures. Many of the 3100 visitors to the fair attended the 
exhibit and lectures, and took away the literature. Potato-dis- 
ease exhibits were made at the Steuben County and Livingston 
County fairs. A similar exhibit, with lectures, at the Wyoming 

Coimty fair was visited by 386 persons, and exhibits were made 
also at two fairs in Allegany County. 

Importance of September work. The urgent need for contin- 
ued work in September was everywhere apparent, because weather 
conditions strongly favored late blight. In several of the coun- 
ties farmers were inclined to quit spraying after four or five appli- 
cations. In Oneida County blight struck very heavily at the end 
of August, yet many growers thought they had sprayed enough. 
Had they not been persuaded to continue, the work of the preced- 
ing months would have been largely undone. Where spraying 
was not continued the results in heavily reduced yields sadly 
proved what should have been done. Blight appeared about Sep- 
tember 1 in Livingston County, and here again eternal vigilance 
up to the end of the month was the price of the crop. In Steuben 
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County the sprayed vines were still growing, and the taking away 
of supervision would have meant partial, if not entire, failure of 
the spraying project. 

Seed-potato inspection 

The purpose of the seed-potato inspection was to locate in the 
important potato-growing sections of the State just as many fields 
of potatoes as possible which were sufficiently free from disease 
and varietal mixtures to make them especially valuable for seed. 
After such fields were located they were to be listed, and the 
names of the owners, with their addresses, were to be made avail- 
able to the county agricultural agents and other persons interested 
in locating seed for the 1918 crop. 

Two inspections were to be made. The first was to begin about 
the time the potatoes were in full bloom, or a little later, when 
they would best show the field symptomis of the various diseases 
and when the varietal mixtures could be detected ; the second was 
to be conducted at digging time in all the fields that qualified at 
the first inspection. Arrangements to carry out plans for locating 
the fields to be inspected were made with the county agents and 
the New York State Food Supply Commission's representatives 
in the most important potato-growing counties of the State, a& 
follows: Allegany, Cortland, Erie, Genesee, Livingston, 
Monroe, Onondaga, Ontario, Rensselaer, Steuben, Washington, 
Wayne, Wyoming. Announcements of the plan and character 
of the inspections were sent out through the county representa- 
tives of the Food Supply Commission to farmers having five 
acres or more of potatoes. Farmers desiring the inspection 
replied on postcards provided for the purpose. 

The two inspectors, Mr. Bands and Mr. Peacock, then divided 
the territory between them and proceeded vnth the first inspec- 
tion, beginning in those localities where the potatoes were farthest 
advanced. The actual inspection of the potatoes began the latter 
part of July. Practically all of the month of July was employed 
in making the preliminary arrangements in cooperation with 
the county representatives of the Food Supply Commission. 

A very large number of growers asked for these inspections, 
so that the two inspectors were not able to complete all of the 
first inspection by the Ist of October, although one of them 
began the second inspection about the 15th of September in 
those counties where potato digging was then begun. 

Owing to the extreme shortage of the potato crop last year, 
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more diseased potatoes than usual were planted this year. This, 
together with the wet weather throughout the summer, restdted 
in serious outbreaks of blight and other diseases in fields not 
properly sprayed. On this account it is of vital importance to 
the potato crop of next year that an abundance of disease-free 
seed potatoes should be located and listed. Furthermore, last 
spring there was an extreme shortage of potato seed in the State, 
and the Commission was under the necessity of bringing into 
the State fifty-four carloads of seed to meet the demands of 
growers. It is to be remembered also that the scarcity of seed 
was accompanied by an almost prohibitive price. As many of 
the diseases develop in the tubers and cannot be detected until 
after the potatoes are dug, it is impossible to make a satisfactory 
list of inspected fields unless both inspections are made. 

SUMMABIZED DatA ON PoTATO InSPECTIOST 

«- , . J, ,. .^, Number qualified at 

- , Number of fields with Number of appUca- first inspection to 

County five or more acres of tions for inspection be given second 

potatoes inspection 

• 1. AU^anj Data not available 18 2 

2. Cdrtland 330 50 26 

3. Erie 1,000 44 20 

4. Genesee 366 40 8 

5. Liidngston 650 30 10 

d. Monroe 1, 300 80 Incomplete 

7. Onondaga 38* 19 12 

8. Ontario 776 28 11 

9. Hensselaer 343 22 9 

10. Steuben 2,000 67 22 

11. Washington 881 57 30 

12. Wayne 425 30 16 

13. Wyoming Duta not available 38 21 

Total 523 187 



* Letter issued only to members of local potato growers' association. 

Of the 523 growers who applied for the first inspection and most 
of whose fields were inspected, only about 187 growers had fields 
sufiiciently free from symptoms of disease or varietal mixtures to 
qualify for the second and final inspection. The fields average 
about 10 acres, so that approximately 1870 acres was covered by 
the second inspection. 

Fruit Insect and Disease Control 

If. K. Hesleb, Leader in Charge 

The aim of the work in the control of insects and diseases attack- 
ing fruits was to prevent losses by keeping growers informed on 
the opportune times for spraying and on the most efficient control 
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measinres. The work was mainly coneentxated in the counties of 
Ontario, Orleans, Oswego, Ulster, Wayne, and Yates. Special 
agents of the Conunission were in charge of the work, which was 
done in cooperation with the f armi bureaus or the oounty repre- 
sentatives of the Commission. 

The work of the field assistants may be summarized as follows : 

1. Gathering local facts regarding the most prevalent diseases 
and insect pests — the most important insects and diseases attAck- 
ing fruit in the county, the weather in its relation to outbreaks ; 
and arranging for the keeping of permanent records of all such 
data as might prove of value in later seasons. 

2. Visiting and advising with farmears ccmeeniing insect pest 
and disease control measures. 

3. Discovering the needs of the growers in the way of spray 
materials and machinery, and keeping them informed as to the 
sources, cost, and available supplies of these necessities. 

4. Providing timely news items on ccmtrol measures, for county 
and farm bureau papers. 

5. Giving advice by telephone, personal letters, circular letters, 
and personal conferences. Field demonstrations and meetings 
weie conducted as needed. 

The following is a partial statistical summary of such work per- 
formed by the field assistants : 

News items, 78 ; telephone calls, 510 ; personal letters, 213 ; cir- 
cular letters, 5, total copies, 1250; calls at ofiice, 214; farm calls, 
1719; meetings held, 28, total attendance, 1304. 

These figures do not by any means give a complete measure of 
the work done. In some counties, for example, an extensive tele- 
phone relay system was in vogue throughout the summer. By this 
system, at the proper time for the dissemination of timely informa- 
tion the field assistant was able on short notiee to reach large 
numbers of growers. For example, it is necessary in the control of 
all fungous diseases to spray before a rain. Farmers as a rule do 
not follow the weather forecasts, and so fail to get their spray on 
before a rain. The field agent in Wayne County arranged to get 
the weather forecasts by telegraph, so that he had twelve hours 
gain on the published reports. Two days before the evidence 
indicated a rain period would set in, the agent sent out over the 
telephone relay system the recommendation that the spray of lime- 
sulfur and arsenate of lead should go on. He telephoned each of 
ten committeemen in various parts of the county. Each of these 



by prearrangement called by telefphone a certain number of grow- 
ers, each in turn to call others, until every grower within the cir- 
cuit was advised concerning steps to be taken immediately. In 
this work timeliness is of such great importance that the value of 
this method is immeasurable. 

When time would permit the use of slower means of communica- 
tion,, circulars, personal letters, and postcards were employed in 
reaching growers. More effective than any of these means of 
communication was personal contact with farmers, through meet- 
ings attended by over 1300 men and women and through more than 
1000 office and farm calls. Each field assistant had an automobile 
to enable him to get over his territory rapidly, and in most cases 
the cars were furnished by the county organizations. 

In a season that was very unusual as to rainfall and other 
climatic conditions, the field assistants were able to get many 
farmers to spray effectively where the fruit prospects warranted 
spraying, and they did not hesitate to advise against spraying 
where the crop was too light to make the work of sufficient 
value. 

The field assistants were appointed too late to employ effective 
measures against the peach-leaf-curl fungus, but they called atten- 
tion to the seriousness of the conditions and suggested means for 
preventing the recurrence of such outbreaks in future years. 

In many cases the ravages of unfamiliar insects and diseases 
were brought to the attention of growers and preventive measures 
were taught. 

While giving particular attention to fruit affections, all the field 
assistants kept a sharp outlook on potatoes, beans, wheat, and 
other important crops, and were in several instances able to check 
serious depredations on these crops. This was particularly true of 
potato diseases and insects. 

One of the greatest benefits that have been accomplished has 
been the development of methods of organizing and cooperating 
for the control of diseases and insects affecting fruits, methods 
that can be applied effectively next year if the war emergency 
continues. 

Vegetable insect control 
C. R. Crosby, Leader in Charge 

The work under this project was similar to that conducted in 
connection with the control of fruit insects and diseases. It 
was planned with the same object in view and the procedure was 
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similar. Only two field asedstants were employed for this work — 
one in K'assau County, and the other also in southeastern 'New 
York but mainly in Orange County. 

The assistant in southeastern New York had his headquarters 
at Middletown and worked in cooperation with the Orange County 
Farm Bureau, the manager of which is the local representative of 
the New York State Food Supply Commission. The work of this 
assistant was confined largely to the specialized vegetable-growing 
region on the banks of the Wallkill Biver. This region is devoted 
to the growing of onions, lettuce, and celery. The assistant devoted 
his efforts to the control of onion maggot and onion thrips by 
methods which have been found successful in other parts of the 
country but which had not been adopted by the growers of thi.s 
region. It was found necessary to adapt these methods of control 
so as to increase their effectiveness under New York conditions. 
In addition to this work the assistant was able to give advice in 
regard to the control of other vegetable pests in that region, and 
also to assist in demonstrating methods of controlling the potato 
aphis, an outbreak of which occurred in Orange and Rockland 
Counties. Here also it was necessary to modify the spraying 
machinery, as that in use was not adapted to do effective work 
against this pest 

The field assistant in Nassau County was employed through the 
early part of the summer in giving advice in regard to miscellane- 
ous vegetable insects, such as cabbage maggot, potato lice, tomato 
lice, and many others. Had the assistant been in the field earlier, 
much loss by the cabbage root maggot could have been avoided. 
In addition to this work during the latter part of the summer, the 
assistant conducted an extensive series of demonstrations in the 
control of the corn-ear worm by means of an arsenical dust applied 
to the silk. He devised an attachment to the dusting machine, 
which is a great advance over the method heretofore employed. 
The assistant has received the hearty cooperation of the vegetable 
growers of Nassau County, and the work should be continued 
another year. 

The following is a brief statistical summary of the work of these 
two field assistants in vegetable insect control work: telephone 
calls, 171 ; circular letters, 6, total copies, 1228 ; personal letters, 
365 ; news items, 6 ; office calls, 68 ; farm calls, 556 ; meetings held, 
5, total attendance, 968; demonstrations, 19, total attendance, 
112. 
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Insect Pest Survey and Information Service 

E. P. Felt, Leader in Chcurge 

The main purpose of this survey was to get prompt and accurate 
reports from all over the State, summarise the inf onnaticMi thus 
obtained, distribute it promptly, and thus promote the checking 
or prevention in large measure of the numerous losses annually 
inflicted by insect pests. Particular emphasis was laid on the 
initial signs of injury in order that the insects might be controlled 
before material damage had been inflicted. This work was closely 
.articulated with the control work in the field described in the pre- 
ceding pages. Insects infesting the more important crops received 
first attention, especially the insect enemies of potatoes, fruits — 
such as apples, pears, peaches, and cherries — cereal and forage 
crops, and truck and garden crops. The importance of this work 
may be gauged somewhat by an estimate made in 1913 which 
placed the approximate loss caused by insects in this State to all 
farm crops at $20,000,00(>. 

This service, since its organization on May 17 and up to Sep- 
tember 1, sent out 729 letters, 4769 copies of circulars, 172& 
copies of the fifteen weekly digests prepared, 1754 report blanks, 
and 12,174 pages of circular matter. It received 606 reports from 
over 100 correspondents located in all parts of the State, mostly 
representatives of the "New York State Food Supply Commission. 

The organization outlined above, with one or more active agents 
in practically every county of the State, has made feasible a closer 
watch on insect developments than has heretofore been possible. 
The developments of the past season have repeatedly shown that 
insect outbreaks in the southern part of the State, especially the 
lower Hudson Valley and Long Island, were likely to be repeated 
later in the more northern sections, and that hence the conditions 
in one region could be used to indicate probabilities in others. 
The fifteen weekly digests not only recorded conditions in various 
sections of the State and outlined preventive or remedial measures, 
but also appraised the possibility of subsequent damage by various 
insects. 

Particular attention was paid to the possibilities of preventive 
or early remedial work, and in carrying this out several circulars 
were issued — especially one on fruit insects and crop pests, 
mailed on May 30, another discussing the destructive redbug 
and pear psylla, mailed on June 2, and a third on spraying fruit 
trees, with a special reference to the control of the codling moth, 
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mailed on June 7. A circnlar calling attention to the work of the 
extraordinarily abundant May and June beetles was issu^ on 
June 11 ; one discussing the aeed-com maggot so destructive in the 
bean-growing regions was prepared on June 18 ; and the day on 
which outbreaks of the anny worm on Long Island were reported, 
was marked by the preparation of a circular calling attention to 
the early indications of attaek by this graatly feared pest, and 
giving in summarized form the more approved control and 
remedial measures. The wheat midge, injuring rye and wheat, the 

midsummer leaf feeders of the apple orchard, the insect pests of 
domestic animals, and the Hessian fly, were likewise discussed in 
timely circulars. 

A special effort was made to bring about a satisfactory control 
of the more serious insect pests of fruit trees, especially the 
codling moth, or apple worm, the apple redbug, and the pear 
psylla. The county agents and other correspondents were repeat- 
edly urged to make every reasonable effort to bring about timely 
and thorough treatment for these and other pests, and in many 
localities the results were most gratifying since the fruit growers 
as a whole are alive to the importance of the work. The need of 
spraying for the codling moth was greatly emphasized by the 
short crop of the present season, which means a larger percentage 
of wormy apples and apparently greater injury by an insect 
which can be readily controlled, as has been repeatedly demon- 
strated by the work of earlier years. 

The Insect Pest Survey and Information Service was able to 
make what is practically a June-beetle survey of the State, and it 
brought together a mass of data which can be used to great prac- 
tical advantage in indicating areas where serious injury by the 
destructive white grub is likely to occur next year. This knowl- 
edge can and should be used by farmers in such a way as to enable 
them to largely escape losses through the white grub next summer. 

The wheat midge was somewhat injurious to heading rye in 
various parts of the State, and later was found in many wheat 
fields. It was estimated that the loss in southern Niagara and 
northern Erie Counties caused by this insect would approximate 
20 per cent in shrunken wheat. The actual loss in other wheat- 
growing counties appears to be considerably less, that in Orleans 
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County being placed at from 3 to 5 per cent. This damage, com- 
paratively rare during recent years in New York State, was due 
largely to unusual climatic conditions at the time the grain was 
heading. 

The work of the seed-corn maggot in bean fields came to notice 
the last of June and was very serious, the loss on seed alone in 
one 9-acre field in Genesee County amounting to $70, while from 
50 to 75 per cent of 16 acres was destroyed. One Monroe County 
grower lost over $300 on seed alone. The damage for Erie County 
was put at 40 per cent, and it was estimated that one-fourth of 
$96,000 worth of iseed was destroyed in Orleans County. Untoward 
weather conditions and deep planting on the wetter land appear 
to have greatly augmented losses, while the total damage was 
increased by the work of snails, millepedes, and disease. The 
experience of the past season indicates that bean growers should 
exercise great care in planting the heavier moist land, especially 
during wet seasons, and furthermore that deep planting is likely ' 
to result in increased injuries. 

The grasshopper situation was closely watched in various sec- 
tions of the State, and preparedness measures were adopted which 
mad§ practically impossible the large and mostly unanticipated 
losses of 1914 and 1915. The earlier work on these pests made it 
comparatively easy to secure the ready cooperation of individuals 
in handling pests in restricted areas. 

The possibility of serious damage by the Hessian fly — which 
caused a loss to wheat in New York State estimated at $3,000,000 
in 1901 — led to the issuing of a circular advocating the strict 
observance of certain precautions in order to promote a vigorous 
growth of the grain and prevent any such untoward development 
this fall and next spring. 

Potato aphis appeared in July on Long Island, and became 
very abundant, and in many counties very injurious outbreaks 
were reported in some fields, Lewis County being one of the last 
to report infestation. This insect breeds very rapidly and under 
certain conditions is most destructive. It is usually checked by 
parasites, and this appears to have been the case in many localities, 
though severe losses were reported for individual fields. The 
estimated loss in Dutchess County was placed at 5 per cent. The 
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apMs was ranked as a plague in Orleans County. It caused 
serious loss for some large growers in Ulster County and was very 
injurious in gardens, the estimated decrease in the crop ranging 
from 10 to Y5 per cent, with total loss in isolated cases. It is 
very difficult to obtain exact figures as to losses. Growers agree 
as to the beneficial results following early and thorough spraying 
with a tobacco-soap preparation. 

In addition to the above-mentioned somewhat special lines of 
effort, the Insect Pest Survey and Information Service was called 
upon to advise as to the best method of controlling many of the 
commoner farm and crop insects, as well as pests occurring in the 
house and annoying domestic animals. The correspondence 
reported above was largely with county representatives of the New 
Y'ork State Food Supply Commission, and a special effort was 
made to keep these parties thoroughly posted as to the latest 
developments and the best methods of dealing with various per- 
plexing insect problems. These in turn passed the information 
along to their numerous clients, and the effort cannot fail to have 
greatly increased interest in the problem of insect control as well 
as promoting greater efficiency along these lines. 

Summary of Activities of the Insect Pest Survey and 
Information Service from May 17, 1917, to September 1, 
1917, Inclusive 



Week ending 



May 24.. 
May 31.. 

June 7.. . 
June 14 . . 
June 21 . . 
June 28.. 
Jub^ 6 . . . 
Jubr 12.. 
July 19.. 
July 26.. 
August 2. 
August 9. 
August 16 
August 23 
August 30 



Letters 


Circalars 


Digests 


Report 
blanks 
mailed 


Reports 


mailed 


mailed 


mailed 


received 


16 


402 


79 


135 


30 


76 


87 


90 


90 


43 


67 


422 


98 


98 


45 


46 


468 


142 


112 


43 


59 


334 


112 


111 


43 


68 


825 


117 


117 


54 


52 


484 


117 


117 


42 


67 


244 


121 


121 


37 


63 


529 


121 


121 


39 


67 


632 


122 


122 


42 


37 




122 


122 


68 


44 


12 


122 


122 


47 


45 




122 


122 


33 


20 




122 


122 


22 


14 


330 


122 


122 


18 


729 


4.769 


1.729 


1.754 


606 



Pages of 
circular 
matter 
mailed 



1,074 
522 
566 
692 
669 

1.432 
952 
853 

1.134 

1.242 
488 
756 
488 
610 
696 

12.174 
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• Parallel to this. Insect Pest Survey and Information Service 
there was maintained a Plant Disease Survey and Informatioji 
Service, a condensed report of which follows. 

Plant Disease Survey and Information Service 

H. H. Whbtzel, Leader in Charge 

The purpose of the disease survey was to obtain as prompt and 
eactensive information as possible on the appearance and severity 
of diseases affecting our chief crops, so that we might intelligently 
undertake and direct work on their control. The disease survey 
constituted an active intelligence service for the assistance of all 
the agencies interested in crop conservation, both state and federal. 

Procedure. The work was conducted through a cooperative 
arrangement between the New York State Pood Supply Commis- 
sion, the Bureau of Plant Industry of the Federal Department of 
Agriculture^ and the Department of Plant Pathology of the ISTew 
York State CoUege of Agricultura It constituted one of the 
authorized projects of the Food Supply Commission, which fur- 
nished part of the stenographic help required and a small quantity 
of stationery, cards, and equipment. The Bureau of Plant 
Industry furnished franked stationery, including letterheads, 
envelopes, shipping cards, etc., and paid the salary of one assist- 
ant on the work. The College of Agriculture provided office 
space, the time of the leader of the project, and one man in 
charge of the office and clerical work, besides half the time of 
another stenographer. The College provided also all printed 
circular matter on the common diseases, for distribution in con- 
nection with the work. 

Results. Eighty-four field reporters, representing every section 
in the State except The Bronx, Kings County, and K^ew York 
Cenmty, were enUsted and these made reports as called for on 
the diseases of the chief crops grown in their respective sections. 

Blanks for about twenty-two special reports on the most 
common and destructive diseases of staple crops were sent out 
to these reporters, these crops including apples, peaches, and 
other orchard fruits, wheat, potatoes, and garden crops. 
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Tabulations and summaries of as many of these reports as 
have been completed to date have been made and distributed to 
all the disease reporters, to county agents, and to the Federal 
Government. 

We have also made special jeports to the Federal Bureau, on 
special blanks furnished by it, on the diseases of the following 
crops: wheat, com, oats, tomato, cabbage, potato, buckwheat, 
cauliflower, and grape. 

We have received from the disease reporters over five hundred 
specimens of diseases which we have identified and regarding 
which we have written the reporters personal information letters. 

II. COUNTY AND CITY FOOD CONSESVATION 

Maxtha Van Rensseuusb, Flqba Rose, 4uu1 Flo«;enge Fbeeb, Leddere in 

Charge 

The coimty and city food conservation work of the Commis- 
sion consisted in undertaking the immediate completion of the 
organization of all the counties in the State with home demon- 
stration, or food conservation, agents. Thifl movement was 
inaugurated by the State some years ago in cooperation with 
the United States Department of Agriculture, and under iionnal 
conditions would have taken many years more for full develop- 
ment. When the Commission began its work, five counties had 
been organized and agents established; on October 1 there were 
forty organized counties in the State, and, in addition, work 
had been established in nine of the larger cities. Most of the 
States in the Union have undertaken similar organization work on 
war emergency funds, but New York State had an advantage in 
the early appropriation of funds for the New York State Food 
Supply Commission. In the first federal food production bill, 
passed on August 10, nearly four and one-half million dollars 
was appropriated for the extension of the county ^ent system as 
a war measure in cooperation with the States. 

The State was charted into five districts, and the food con- 
servation agents in the counties of each district were under the 
direction of a district leader. A sixth district leader at large 
was chosen to go from county to county to aid in community 
organization. 
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The six district leaders were under the direction of a Central 
E'pod Conservation Committee of three persons who had their 
headquarters at the New York State College of Agriculture. 
Two of these persons represented the Department of Home 
Economics of the College, and the third the county farm bureau. 
The organization, direction, and development of the work of the 
food conservation agents and of the district leaders was under 
this central committee. The subject-matter specialists and six 
demonstrators assisted the central committee in preparing and 
presenting the material used by the agents in their county and 
city work. 

Up to August 15 this work was maintained on the funds of 
the New York State Food Supply Commission and on funds 
and facilities provided locally. Beginning August 16 the sala- 
ries of the agents were divided equally between the State of New 
York and the United States Department of Agriculture on the 
special war emergency appropriation made for cooperation with 
the States. The federal appropriation was a very great aid in 
the larger development of the work. 

In planning this work the Commission had the advice of the 
following committee: 

Dr. W. H. Jordan, Director, New York State Agricultural 
Experiment Station. 

Miss Elizabeth Lange, Buffalo State Normal School. 

Director Edward Van Alstyne and Mrs. Ida M. Harring- 
ton, Bureau of Farmers' Institutes of the State Department 
of Agriculture. 

Miss Isabel Ely Lord, Pratt Institute. 
' Professor L. S. Hawkins, State Department of Education. 

Miss Marion Van Liew, Albany State Normal School. 

Miss Mae Benedict, Mechanics Institute. 

Miss Angeline Wood, New York State School of Agricul- 
ture, Alfred University. 

Professors Van Rensselaer, Rose, Burritt, Babcock, and 
D. J. Crosby, of the New York State College of Agriculture. 

Vie organization of a county or a city 

The agents' expenses. The food conservation agents placed in 
the counties and cities were selected by the central conunittee and 
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their salaries were paid from the state and federal emergency 
funds. The counties and cities having agents raised the money to 
meet all local expenses of the agents, such as travel, office equip- 
ment, stenographer, etc. These expenses were required to he 
guaranteed before the agent was appointed. 

First step in organization. In counties where there was a farm 
bureau, the work was introduced through the executive committee 
of the bureau. A county-wide meeting was called by the presi- 
dent of the bureau, attended by a member of the Central Food Con- 
servation Committee and a representative of the executive com- 
mittee of the farm bureau, to determine the possibility of raising 
funds to support a food conservation agent. Representatives of 
the larger county organizations were invited to be present at the 
meeting. The Board of Supervisors was urged to aid in providing 
the money. If the county did not have a farm bureau or if the 
farm bureau was not able to cooperate, the Central Food Conserva- 
tion Committee perfected an organization in the county and 
arranged for raising the needed funds. 

The county executive committee. When the funds were appro- 
priated, a county food conservation executive committee was 
chosen to aid in the direction and organization of the work of the 
county food conservation agent. This committee waa usually 
chosen as follows : The central committee invited the farm bureau 
treasurer to act as the treasurer of the county food conservation 
committee. A representative of the farm bureau, a representa- 
tive of the county home defense council, and a representative of 
the grange, were selected as members of the executive committee. 
The remaining members were chosen according to the organization 
or needs of the county. A meeting was then called at which the 
district leader, and the county agent, if possible, were present. At 
this meeting the county executive committee and the district 
leader charted the county into centers and determined the order in 
which centers should be visited by the county agent. When thes6 
centers had been determined, the county executive committee and 
the district leader appointed temporary local or community com- 
mittees to aid in organizing community meetings in the chosen 
centers. 
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In much the same way, except for the cooperation with the farm 
bureau, executive committees were established in the organized 
cities for the local direction of the work. 

The preparation of the food conservation agent to assume her 

responsibility 

All the comity agents chosen were graduates of home economics, 
courses in recognized institutions, who had been personally inter- 
viewed by some member of the central committee and who had 
received training in one of the special emergency training courses 
given by the Department of Home Economics of the New York 
State College of Agriculture under the direction of the central 
committee. Three of these emergency schools were held, the first 
in June, the second in July, and the third in August. About 150 
women attended these courses, and from these were selected the 50 
women who represented the counties and most of the cities in the 
food conservation work. 

The following institutions were represented by young women 
attending these courses: University of Chicago, Stout Institute^ 
Mechanics Institute, Teachers College of Columbia University, 
Syracuse University, Albany State JS'ormal School, Simmons Col- 
lege, Ontario Agricultural College, Drexel Institute, Smith Col- 
lege, Oswego Normal School, Salem College, Michigan State 
Konnal College, Colorado College. 

Progress of the food conservation work 

The statistical tables tiiat follow, while incomplete, present the 
tangiUe results attainted in a few weeks in perfecting the oiganiza- 
tion and in getting eonerete food conservation methods in opera- 
tion; but sudi results are not a eoanplete measure of the work 
accompiisfaed or of the aims in view. Food oonservaticm agents, 
leaders, demonstratois, eommittees, and community kitchens are 
but means to an end; tibe ultimate aim is to cjreate public senti- 
ment and to stimulate individual initiative in conservation. The 
organization of the work has been the largest problem up to this 
time, and it has been fraught with many complications. The 
finding of adequately prepared food conservation agents has been 
extremely difficult. The organization is now nearly completed, and 
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these agents should be a powerful force in meeting the food situa- 
tion during the continuance of the war and in the period of stress 
that will immediately follow. They aim to make every community 
in the State efficient and to the largest possible degree self-sus- 
taining. 

In reading the following tables it should be kept in mind that 
the work is yet in its barest beginnings. 
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In addition to the foregoing newly organized counties for the 
food conservation work, the following counties had previousljr 
established home economics departments in connection with their 
farm bureaus. The agents in charge of these departments -were 
appointed as special representatives of the Food Supply Commis- 
sion in the latter part of July, and they have cooperated in carry- 
ing out the food conservation program of the Commission: 



County 


Agent 


DerroDstra- 
tioDB giTen 


other 


Tele- 
phone 
callB 


Calls 
at 


Circular 

iCttBtB 


Isdi- 
vidu 1 

let 18 


Nvm- 
ber 


At- 
tend- 
ance 


Num- 
ber 


At- 
tend- 
ance 


Num- 
ber 


Total 


Cortland. 

Erie 

Jefferson. 
Nassau. . 
Otsego... 


MissE. Beardidey. 

MissC. Smith 

Mrs. v. Godfrey. . . 
Miss O. Ooefaler. . . 
Miss L. Hale 


21 
17 
14 
38 
49 


340 

660 

379 

1.826 

1,170 


10 

8 

25 

19 

5 


10.272 

222 

1.292 

284 

776 


265 

97 

225 

ao3 


15 

7 

17 

19 

9 


8 
6 
1 

4 
2 


224 

404 

22 

898 

411 


145 
236 
248 
322 
249 




139 


4,384 


67 


12,846 


890 


67 


21 


1,459 


1,202 



To sum up the conservation work of the New York State Food 
Supply Commission in rigid facts and figures is like trying to 
define the outer limit of the ripples on a lake when a etane is cast 
into it. Definite, tangible achievements have resulted, but the 
influence spreads far bej^ond actual achievement, and other activi- 
ties have been set in motion as a result of the efforts of the 
Commission. Figures and facts, therefore, do not tell the whole 
story. In Onondaga County, for instance, where community 
kitchens have been the outgrowth of the county conservation work, 
the difficulty of buying the surplus products in the local markets 
at low prices led to the establishment of a curb market in Syra- 
cuse, which is bringing the farmer into immediate touch with the 
housewife. 

As evidence of tangible achievement, thirty-five county con- 
servation agents have been established, five counties having 
already established home demonstration agents in connection 
with their farm bureaus. Nine agents have been placed in the 
cities of New York, Rochester, Albany, Syracuse, Buffalo, Utica, 
Auburn, and Rome, and, for the summer, in Saratoga Springs. 

Through these forty-nine definite links between the house- 
wife and the State and Federal Governments, 963 food demon- 
strations have been given to audiences aggregating 37,000 
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women. Twenty thousand women have been reached through 
other meetings in churches, clubs, and homes, and 30,000 more 
through fairs and picnics. In addition, nearly 16,000 mimeo- 
graphed (Sheets containing last-word information on food ques- 
tions have been issued from the conservation headquarters of the 
Kew York State Food Supply Commission. 

Scope of agent's work 

The scope of the county or city conservation agent's work is 
bounded only by the needs of the community. She reaches the 
housewives of the county by a series of demonstrations on all 
phaseer of food conservation — drying, canning, salting of vege- 
tables, canning of meat and fish, preserving, jelly making, meat 
substitutes, wheat-saving breads, planning of meals, uses of milk, 
etc. She forms neighboriiood study clubs, encourages the forming 
of community canning kitchens, and opens up channels of infor- 
mation tibrough clubs and other organizations and through the 
churches and the newspapers, thus binding the individual woman 
to the state and national food campaigns. She is a source of 
reference in the community, and a medium for the exchange of 
experience. 

She follows a program that helps apply the efforts of the house- 
wife to the immediate problem of conservation: in June, July, 
and August, encouraging and directing preservation by the can- 
ning, drying, and salting of vegetables and fruits in seasonal 
rotation; in September, October, and iN'ovember, demonstrating 
varied methods of preserving the orchard fruits and stimulating 
the quick utilization of those that are perishable, and presenting 
a program on canning poultry and meat, on the storing of winter 
vegetables, on food values, on meal planning, and on the value of 
milk as a food and ways of usins: it. The latter more general 
subjects will be developed and followed through the winter. 

City work 

Each city met its conservation problem according to its own 
community needs. The various methods were as follows: 

New York. In ITew York City, the work of the conservation 
agent was chiefly in connection with the community canning 
kitchen, a vast undertaking in itself. The organization was 
*efFected on July 12. The work was done in cooperation with 
the Mayor's Committee of Women on National Defense and 
other local organizations. 
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In the New York canning and drying kitchen, the actual work 
of canning was in charge of the city conservation agent, with, a 
small group of workers paid by the Commission and the Federal 
Government, and from thirty to forty volunteer workers a day. 
The kitchen opened the middle of July and closed the 1st of 
October, when the building lent by the school authorities had 
to be taken over for school use. The work of conservation, how- 
ever, is going on, under the supervision of the city agent, in 
smaller centers throughout the city. The New York kitchen put 
up more than 8000 quart jars of vegetables and preserves, and 
gave employment to 375 volunteers whose work was paid for 
in fresh or canned foods. In addition to salting, drying, and 
canning, fresh foods were sold to the people at low prices. An 
average of 3000 pounds of potatoes a day were salvaged and 
sold to the poor at one cent a pound. Through the kitchen ten 
tons of food whicH otherwise would have been dumped into the 
river have been saved. This has helped to create the public 
demand that transportation of food in New York City shall 
be so improved that the farmer will not be subjected to such 
heavy wastage and the consumer will have a larger proportion 
of the foodstuflFs arriving at terminals. 

Buffalo. In Buffalo, where headquarters were established on 
July 30, two main lines of effort were through the public school 
system and through a thrift kitchen with an agent and ten volun- 
teer workers in charge. Demonstrations were given in the schools 
during the summer, and, through cooperation with the Board of 
Education, extension work in food conservation is planned for 
two nights a week throughout the winter. The thrift kitchen, 
opened the 17th of September, has had 1000 visitors, has enrolled 
94 volunteer workers, has dried 84 bushels of raw material which 
otherwise would have been wasted, and has preserved 227 quarts 
of fruit which will go to feed otir soldiers; it has sent out 5000 
church announcements and 2150 dodgers announcing the work. 

Rochester* The city of Rochester was organized into five dis- 
tricts, with a committee of five in each district. Weekly demon- 
strations and lectures were given in each district, and general pub- 
lic demonstrations were given at Mechanics Institute. 

Utica« In Utica a similar districting plan was adopted, with 
the city and suburbs charted in nineteen districts, to some extent 
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according to nationality where that was possible. In each district 
there is a committee of fifteen working under a central advisory 
committee of four. The district committees make house-to-house 
canvasses to win the cooperation of the housewives in the food cam- 
paign. Demonstrations on practical subjects are held at regular 
intervals in various districts. 

Albany. The conservation work in Albany will crystallize 
during the winter months in a lunch room, where model dishes 
conforming to thrift ideas will be served, the work of the lunch 
room to be done by seniors from the State Normal College under 
the supervision of the conservation agent. In addition to this, 
the headquarters of the agent will be made a center of information 
on all food questions, as well as an exchange for the selling of 
home products. Books, pamphlets, charts, and exhibits on food 
and household problems, will be gathered there for use and refer- 
ence. Women from outside the city, as well as Albany house- 
wives, will be encouraged to bring their canned and dried fruits 
and v^etables and put them on sale in the agent's headquarters. 
Throughout the summer the city food conservation agent super- 
vised community kitchens established in the schoolhouses, gave 
regular demonstrations to groups of women, and mailed instruc- 
tion sheets to women who were unable to attend the demonstra- 
tions and lectures. 

Other cities. In Syracuse, Auburn, and Rome, similar pro- 
grams of conservation were outlined for the winter. In Saratoga 
Springs the agent worked in connection with a community kitchen, 
to be mentioned later. 

Community kitchens 

No work in the State conservation campaign has been more 
fruitful of results than the community canning kitchens, where 
women have gathered to can the surplus of their own gardens and 
near-by farms. More than a hundred of these kitchens have been 
established in response to the need for quick preservation of the 
crops raised in response to an appeal to patriotism. Westchester 
County alone had eighteen kitchens, with an aggregate output of 
30,000 quarts. Not all of these have been definitely linked with the 
State Commission, even though they may have resulted from the 
stimulus by state and government work and received help from 
the conservation agents and the farm bureaus. In many kitchens 
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the women can their (rwn products under careful supervision; in 
others, the canning is done on shares, the kitchen receiving part, 
the donor of the material the remainder. Most of the output will 
go to the needy at home of abroad, thus lessening the drain on the 
food supply and helping to avert hunger. Some of these kitchens 
will continue during the winter, and many of them will doubtless 
be permanent summer undertakings in the future. 

The plans and organization of the kitch^is differ slightly, but 
the one faet oonunon to all is that a large part of the material 
canned would otherwise have gone to waste ; and beyond Ihe aetual 
conserving of food is the educative effect of tying various elemeats 
of a community together in a cooperative food-saving plan. 

In Onondaga Coimty, a group of three kitchens were started 
during the summer and were operated under the immediate super- 
vision of the county conservation agent. These were located at 
Solvay, Fayetteville, and Skaneateles. 

Solvayy The Solvay kitchen, in operation from the last of 
May, had up to the 1st of October put up 7000 cans of fruit and 
vegetables. It worked in cooperation with the local school organi- 
zation, the domestic science teachers being employed through the 
summer to help with the work. It used the products of the .school 
gardens, and had the assistance of the school children in harvesting 
and preparing materials. The kitchen was started by a local 
organization of women, the Solvay Ouild, the Commission's agent 
aiding in its operation during the summer. 

Fayettevillcv vThe Fayetteville kitchen, also started in May, 
put up during the summer 600 cans of fruits and vegetables and 
dried 50 pounds of material, all of which was donated. The labor, 
of this kitchen was all volimtary, welding together old and young, 
using groups of Boy Scouts and schoolgirls. It was operated by a 
club of young women with the backing of the Men's Community 
Club, and was directed by the Commission's agent. 

Skaneateles.' The Skaneateles kitchen, established the last of 
August and closing the 1st of October, canned 300 jars of fruits 
and vegetables, all the produce for which was donated from near-by 
gardens. The labor was all voluntary. The kitchen was located 
in the home of a resident. 

Saratoga Springs. Under the supervision of the county agent 
of the Commission, a community canning kitchen was organized 
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at Saratov Springs on August 25. Because of the summer 
visitors in Saratoga, the kitchen was a eenter of information for 
people from places as far separated as California, Q^orgia, and 
Massachusetts. Of the foods canned for outsiders, the output was 
409 quarts of vegetables and 238 glasses of jelly, and on com- 
munity days the women canned 459 quarts of vegetables and 31 
glasses of jam and conserve for themselves. Many of the fanners 
near by sent in vegetables and fruits to be preserved on shares. 

Binghamton and other kitchens. — In Binghamton, where the 

county agent helped launch a community kitchen, 1200 cans of 
perishable food were saved. In White Plains, at the Westchester 
kitchen, the conservation agent lent her services part of the time 
and the kitchen conserved 10,000 quarts of products. In the 
Hicksville, Long Island, canning kitchen, started by two philan- 
thropic women partly in cooperation with the farm bureau, 
between 12,000 and 15,000 quarts of canned goods were put up, 
all of which it is intended shall go to the soldiers and to womn 
and children in France and Belgium. 

Other group activities 

In addition to the canning kitchens, women have gathered in 
groups for many kinds of food activities. Study clubs have been 
formed and housewives have been brought together for exchange 
of experience so that energies and effort, as well as food, m^ght be 
conserved. In Chenango County three women bought a pressure 
canner and started doing their own canning together, later offering 
to help with their neighbors' canning, all of which was done under 
the supervision and direction of the food conservation agent. 
In the same county the agent helped to construct a homemade 
drier for one family, which served as a model for adoption by 
others in the neighborhood. In Mottville, Onondaga County, a 
factory tovm, the owner of one of the factories, after seeing a 
demonstration by the county agent, offered to his employees the 
use of two steam retorts in his factory for canning on Saturday 
afternoons and Sundays, with a man on hand to keep up the 
steam pressure, and kettles of boiling water in which to blanch 
the vegetables. 

In Seneca County, a farm woman who had been shipping her 
cherries to the Philadelphia market found them spoiling because 
of rain. Word was sent to the conservation agent, and sbe 
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assembled a group of women who went to the farm and by their 
joint efforts established a home cannery and preserved for winter 
use the crop that was about to go to waste. 

In other places groups of women went into the fruit orchards 
and did their canning there, in order to save transportation and 
avoid spoilage. 

In Rockland County the agent found certain communities facing 
a scarcity of vegetables while others had a surplus. Telephone 
clubs were organized to establish a quick chain of communication 
between demand and supply. At Tompkins Cove, Eockland 
County, one day was set aside for community canning. Twenty- 
five men and women assisted the agent, and during one foreno3n 
twenty-five gallons of lima beans and com were canned, the after- 
noon being given over to a demonstration on preserving plums, 
peaches, tomatoes, and crab apples. 

Groups of factory girls in Onondaga County have agreed to 
give part of their luncheon hour to food work under the conser- 
vation agent. 

Conservation through the thrift train, fairs, and other means 

The thrift train. One of the important and effective instru- 
ments in the food conservation campaign was the " Thrift 
Special/' which went through the heart of New York State on the 
New York Central lines, with demonstrators furnished by the 
New York State Food Supply Commission in cooperation with 
the Department of Home Economics of the Sl^ate College of 
Agriculture. 

This itinerant school of food conservation, through grap\ic 
exhibits of canned and dried products and practical equipment 
for use in preservation of food, through distribution of state and 
federal bulletins on food questions, through daily demonstrations 
on canning, and through the interchange that comes by actual 
contact, drove home the lesson of national thrift. Twenty points 
were touched, with audiences averaging 150 persons a day. The 
country through which the car passed was placarded with word 
of the demonstrations and a call to enlist in the cause of food 
saving. 

County fairs. At twenty-three fairs in the State, county food 
conservation agents have either had exhibits or have given demon- 
strations, reaching an audience of about 20,000 wo^en, in addi- 
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tion to the great numbers who received the message at the State 
Fair at Syracuse. At each of these assemblages exhibits told 
vividly the need of saving the products that are scarce, how to 
substitute other foods, and how to dry and salt perishable foods. 

The State Fair. At the State Fair at Syracuse, the whole story 
of conservation was told in exhibits of canned and preserved f oods, 
of dried products and equipment for home drying, of wheat- 
saving breads, of meat savers, of milk, of the many varieties of 
beans and their uses, and of ways of saving and utilizing fats. 
Demonstrations on these subjects were given to large audiences. 
The story of bread making was told in motion pictures. Copies 
of recipes and directions bearing upon conservation of food were 
distributed in large quantities. At the bread exhibit small loaves 
of several kinds of wheat-substitute breads were baked in the 
army oven and sold for two cents apiece with the recipes for 
making. The lesson of wheat saving was markedly vivid and 
effective ; the bread made its own plea. 

Window exhibits. Shop windows and department stores have 
been used to tell the story of conservation in the state campaign, 
thus reaching persons who could not be assembled in a formal 
demonstration or meeting of any kind. In Delaware County the 
First National Bank of Walton gave the use of one of its front 
windows for an exhibit of canned products, canning utensils, and 
literature. One of the local hardware stores lent the utensils. 
The exhibit attracted a great deal of attention and brought many 
requests for information and literature, from both the town and 
the visiting country people. The county agent was in the bank 
for ten days to respond to the questions and explain the exhibit. 
Another bank in the same county offered its window for a similar 
exhibit later. 

Indications of the increase in food preserved 

It is too early for a complete record of canned foods in com- 
parison with the supply of former years. From an early survey, 
however, there is little doubt that there is an enormous increase 
of food laid away against the lean months. One community 
kitchen has a sum total of 10,000 cans of food that would have 
gone to waste, another of 8000, and another of 12,000. Families 
who never before have done anything toward food preservation 
have one or two himdred jars on their shelves this year. The Gov- 
ernment has estimated for 33 States in the Union 300 per cent 
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more canned and dried goods than in 1916. We may expect that 
New York will not fall behind the other States in the final total. 
"A decided increase is given in number of filled cans in every 
household/' writes one agent Another writes : " In three fami- 
lies I know there has been an increase of a hundred quarts o£ 
vegetables each, due to the work of food conservation in the 
county.'' A third writes : " There has been a 200-per-cent 
increase in the amount of vegetables preserved — due almost 
entirely to the demonstrations." 

Increase in the canning of vegetables 

Women have always preserved and made jellies, but the canning 
of vegetables has been introduced into hundreds of families who 
never before have attempted it. Canning vegetables is diflBcult; 
there is great chance of failure. The method whereby there is 
least risk has been broadly taught through the agents, and the 
probability of waste from spoilage has been very greatly reduced. 
" Many women are canning vegetables this year who never did 
before," reports the food conservation agent in Franklin County. 
In Ontario County the agent in one month came in contact with at 
least a hundred wom^i who are canning vegetables this year for 
the first tima '^At least a hundred w(Mhen," reports the Erie 
County agent, " are canning chicken and fowls as weU as ham in 
addition to their v^etable canning." 

A report credited to the National Emergency Food Garden Oom- 
mission states that during the past season more than 500,000,000^ 
quart jars of fruits and vegetables have been put up in the homes 
in the United States, or nearly three times the normal amount. 

The educational leaven 

One woman came twenty miles to learn from a demonstration 
agent why sixteen jars of chicken she had canned the year before 
had spoiled. She found out and went l)ack to can by a better 
method. In large numbers, women whose canning has had a large 
proportion of spoilage have been set right as to the reasons. 
Through the food meetings they have asked questions, they have 
learned that there is a reason for waste and spoilage, and the 
leaven of education has accomplished as much toward conservation 
as the actual increase in canning efforts. A Saratoga County 
woman exhibited to the conservation agent fifty-five different prod- 
ucts canned, dried, and salted, every one of which was raised in her 
own back yard. 
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Another valuable lesson of the causervation work has been the 
introduction of new and untried vegetables and foods in the 
dietary of many families. Through the demonstrations and the 
exhibiting of new foods, kohl-rabi, swiss chard, okra, and vegetable 
marrow have been popularized where before they were hardly 
more than a name. Prejudices are being broken down and con- 
servative food habits are becoming more elastic and flecxibla 

Class and kind of people reached 

The seed of food conservation has been widely scattered. In 
many of the canning kitchens, the very wealthy have worked side 
by side with the very poor, mistresses elbow to elbow with their 
maids. In the delivery of the products of the New York canning 
kitchen to the volunteer workers, many of the products went to 
single women living in top-floor tenements who never before had 
iad canned goods except those bought from the comer store ; while 
women whose names are in the " Social Register " have been their 
companions over the canning kettle. That democratizing, socializ- 
ing influence has been one of the largest gains of the whole 
campaign. 

Reaching the housewife from foreign lands 

Special efforts were made to reach the wcwien from foreign 
lands. Signs bearing on the food situation were translated into 
their native languages. In the New York canning kitchen, an 
effort was made to learn from the foreign women their native 
dishes, so that the approach to their cooperation might be in line 
with their own food habits and traditions, and that the American 
housewife, in turn, might learn something of their methods of 
thrift The cosmopolitan scope of a city agent's work may be 
gathered from one week's report of the Buffalo agent, which gives 
the type of people attending demonstrations under the varied 
headings, mixed , wealthy , GermaUj Italian^ poor American^ 
Polish, German and American, Jewish, well-to-do, poor, Irish. In 
Gloversville, the center of the glove industry, the agent was put 
to a test as to how to reach the people. The glove makers work in 
their homes to a great extent, and consequently the agent went to 
them instead of trying to bring them to a meeting. 

Significant facts 

An agent writes: " Wednesday I drove 72 miles to call on three 
people. The personal call is the only way to reach some of the 
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people. I had a cordial reception in eacli place." Another says : 
" Two women walked three miles to a demonstration but reached 
there too late. They were eo disappointed that I went through it 
again." 

The manager of a tea room in a town where an agent was hold- 
ing demonstrations, after attending one, asked the agent's advice 
as to how to save the large quantities of fats left from frying and 
broiling. The agent gave practical directions and the tea-room 
manager later came in to show the evidence of her thrift. 

In one small town where there was a community kitchen, the 
women in charge went to a local grocer and asked him to donate 
the fruits and vegetables he was unable to sell. The merchant's 
cooperation was completely won when he was offered one-third of 
the product back in canned goods to sell at his own price. One 
woman, whose vegetables were spoiling because of slow shipping, 
got the cooperation of her neighbors and of the conservation 
agent and saved all her crop through a home cannery. To date she 
has sold $200 worth of canned goods. 

In Buffalo the agent began the salvage of the outside leaves of 
celery thrown away by the market men, by drying them in the 
thrift kitchen. Now the housewife demands of her dealer that he 
leave the outside stalks on for use in soups or for drying. 

" Many women," reports an agent, " had never before used dark 
flours for anything but one or two varieties of bread. Now cakes, 
fried cakes, quick breads, are being made from rye, com, entire 
wheat, barley, oats. We are making an effort to have these prod- 
ucts ground fresh in local mills." 

Two truck-garden owners brought a thousand ears of corn to a 
community kitchen to be canned on shares. When they saw the 
perfect result they paid for the canning and took the whole lot 
home, with recipes of the method to be given to their wives. This 
is one of the innumerable incidents showing the interest that men 
took in the food conserv^ation work. 

Mailing cards issued 

Mailing cards were prepared by members of the staff of the 
State College of Agriculture, and issued under frank of the 
Director of Extension in cooperation with the New York State 
Food Supply Commission. The following were the subjects 
treated, together with the number of copies issued in each case: 
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Use of rhubarb 75,000 

Canning meat 75,000 

Dandelions as food 75,000 

Dandelion recipes 75,000 

Multiple hitches 50,000 

Preservation of eggs in water glass 75,000 

Some ways of getting along without the hired man 50,000 

The productive soil 40,000 

Apple spray schedule 5,000 

A homemade fireless cooker 30,000 

Salting vegetables 30,000 

Equipment for canning 30,000 

Directions for canning fruit by the cold-pack method 30,000 

Emergency crops and rotations 25,000 

Buckwheat and rye 25,000 

Winter rye and winter wheat on sod land 25,000 

Rye and clover — a two-years' rotation 25,000 

Directions for canning vegetables by the cold-pack 

method 25,000 

Conserve the manure 25,000 

Drying fruits and vegetables in the home 100,000 

How to dry fruits and vegetables 25,000 

A simple fruit and vegetable drier 25,000 

Jelly 150,000 

Ways of preserving beans and peas 100,000 

How to make an iceless refrigerator 150,000 

Suggestions to vegetable growers on marketing. . . 25,000 

Ways of preserving tomatoes 150,000 

Fruit juices 150,000 

Save the fats — Part I 150,000 

Save the fats — Part II 150,000 

Rejuvenation of old worn meadows and plowable 

run-out pastures 25,000 

Ways of preserving peaches 200,000 

Making kraut for home use or market 50,000 

Fall spraying for peach leaf curl 1'5,000 

A dozen kinds of bread 150,000 



Total cards : . . . 2,405,000 



BEPOST OF THE DIVISION OF COUNTY OBOANIZATION 

M. C. BuBRiTT, Cornmisaioner in Charge 

The Division of County Organization was created by resolu- 
tion of the Commission at its meeting on April 24. 

PURPOSES OF TH£) DIVISION 

The two main purposes of the Division of County Organization 
were: 

1. The Commission desired to develop the local organization 
and machinery for meeting farmers individually and personallv. 
By getting into immediate touch with their conditions and needs 
it aimed to place itself in a position to render the most acceptable 
and efficient service. 

2. To provide the means of carrying out in every county the 
work planned by other divisions of the Commission, it was neces- 
sary to have in every county a local office properly equipped and 
manned with the necessary means of reaching the lars:est number 
of individual farmers. This meant a local clearing house, meet- 
ing local needs and aiming to extend this work to every com- 
munity in the county. 

HOW THE DIVISION WAS OKGANIZBD 

From the banning of its work, the Commission planned to 
utilize agricultural agencies already in the field, as far as this was 
consistent with the continued efficiency of these agencies and of 
the Commission itself. With this in mind, the Commission 
turned to the farm bureau organization, with centrally located 
county offices and an already well-developed organization in forty- 
one counties of the State. These county farm bureaus are 
cooperatively organized and supported by the State and Federal 
Governments, through their respective departments of agriculture 
and the State College of Agriculture, and by the farmers of the 
respective counties, through county-wide farmers' organizations 
known as farm bureau associations. The bureaus are therefore 
a partnership organization between public agricultural institu- 
tions, represented by a State Leader of Farm Bureaus at Ithaca, 
and the farmers of the counties, represented by their executive com- 
mittees of from seven to nine men elected by their respective 

county associations. 

[64] 
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Thege executiye eommitteefi and tbe State Leadeor of Farm 
Bureaus, together select and employ a county agents or farm 
bureau manager, to have active charge of the work in the county. 
A further feature of the organization is an advisory committee 
system which extenda into each community in the county, where 
the bureau is represented by a committee oonsisting of from one 
to five leading farmera All the work of the bureaus in the 
various communities is carried on through these local advifioiy 
committeemen. Thus an organization extending to nearly every 
agricultural community in the forty-one organized counties was 
available. Following the conference with the presidents and 
representatives of the Farm Bureau Association, held at Ithaca 
on April 17, arrangements were made by the Commission to 
utilize this organization in carrying out its plans for work. 

The farm bureau offices are usually located in the county seats. 
These offices are, as a rule, furmriied with the necessary person- 
nel, equipment, and supplies to carry on their regular work. 
Each manager is provided with an automobile for getting about 
the county. ' In some cases, assistants also are available. The 
Commission therefore appointed each county agricultural agent, 
or farm bureau manager, its special representative. In order not 
to interfere too seriously with the regular work of the farm 
bureaus, special assistants, who were called assistant representa- 
tives of the Oonmiission, were assigned to most of the counties. 
The maximum number of assistants placed at any one time was 
37 ; the number averaged about 30 during the summer. On Sep- 
tember 1 only 27 assistants remained at work. These asaifltants 
were placed under the general direction of the county agents* 
Their salaries and expenses were paid by the Commission and 
they were expected to give first attention to the Commission's 
"Work. However, to offset the time, attention, and service given 
by the regular county agents to the Commission's work, the 
assistants were expected to help the county agent with his regular 
work whenever possible. 

In some cases the extra work which devolved upon the county 
organization was so great that the Commission was obliged to 
furnish additional stenographic help; in all cases the Commission 
agreed to assume a fair proportion of the additional expenses 
thrown upon the local farm bureau organization as a result of 
the emergency work. In spite of this, however, heavy inroads 
vere made on the reserve funds of all the bureaus. Some of them 



66 



had to go to the boards of eupervisors for additional appropria- 
tions, while others will &iish the season's work with serious 
financial deficits, as a result of the emergency work which the 
Commission did not pay for. 

The counties having this organization, with the location of 
their offices and the names of the representatives (regular county 
agricultural agents) and assistant representatives in each county, 
follow : 



County 



Albany 

Allegany — 

Broome 

Cattaraugus. 

Cajruga 

Chautauqua. 

Chemung 

Chenango 

Clinton 

Cortland 

Delaware 

Dutchees . . . 

Erie 

Essex 

Franklin — 

Greene 

Herkimer. . . 

Jefferson 

Madison 

Monroe 

Montgomery 

Nassau 

Niagara .... 



Name of representative 
and of assiatant 



H.E. Crouch 

R. C. Van Horn. . 

R.Q.Smith 

G. E. LeWorthy.. 

J. F. Eastman 

H. J. Rood 

H. K. Crofoot 

H. J. Metsgar 

E. C. Weatherby. . 

W. E. Knapp 

H. B. Rogers . 

R. F. Fricke 

T.W. Vann 

A. S. Burohard 

E.P.Smith 

T.W.Billings 

C. B. Tillson 

A. S. Merchant . . . 
W.T. Merrick.... 
Earl G. Brougham 
O. H. Chapin 

F. H. Lacy 

G. N. Hammond . 
W. L. Markham.. 

R.W. Pease 

H. J. Tillson 

P. B. Woodford . . 
C. M. Austin .... 
J. M. Hurley .... 

C.W.Gilbert 

G. C. Porter 

C. A. Taylor 

C. F. Cochrane... 
F. E. Robertson.. 
E.S.Stone 

D. F.Putnam.... 
J. L. Finneran . . . 

L. A. Toan 

J. L. Laycock 

W. J. Hagar 

B. A. Allen 

T.M.Avery 

M. G. Briggs 

N. R. Peet 

J. W. RobsOTi.... 



Address 



93 Court House, Albany 

93 Court House, Albany 

Belmont 

Belmont 

Binghamton 

Binghamton 

Olean 

Olean 

Auburn 

Auburn 

Jamestown 

Jamestown 

Elmira 

Ehnira 

Norwich 

Norwich 

Plattsburgh 

Cortland 

Cortland 

Walton 

Walton 

Poughkeepsie 

Poughkeepsie 

Buffalo 

Buffalo 

Essex 

Essex 

Malone 

Malone 

CatsMll 

Catskill 

Herkimer 

Herkimer 

Watertown 

Watertown 

Cazenovia 

Cazenovia 

Rochester 

Rochester 

Canajoharie 

Canajoharie 

Mineola 

Mineola 

Lockport 

Lockport 
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County 



Oneida 

Onondaga . . . 

Orange 

Orleasa 

OBwego 

Otsego 

ReoflBelaor . . 

Rockland. . . 

St. Lawrence 

Saratoga 

Schoharie. . . 

Suffolk 

Sullivan .... 
Tioga 

TompkinB. . . 

Ulster 

Warren 

Wayne 

Westchester. 
Wyoming. . . 



Name of representative 
and of assistant 



O. F. Rose 

A. D. Davies . . . , 

J.R.Teall 

£. G. Bucknell.. 
T.E.Milliman.. 

J. C. Crissey . 

L. J. Steele 

H. G. Chapin.... 

E. V. Underwood 

F. A. Wangler . . . 

F. S. Barlow 

D. T. Johnson . . 
N. G. Farber... 

P.W.Carter 

L. A. Muckle . . . , 
A. P. Burroughs. 

E.S. Bird 

C. L. Allen 

C.S. Phelps 

R. R. Jansen 

R. F. Pollard . . . . 

G. W. Gilbert. . . 

R.C.Parker 

C. W. Creighton . 
O.W.Wille* 

E. R. Zimmer 

G. L. Kathan... 
V. B. Blatohley . 

R.C. Beach 

W. H. Hook 

John Lennox 

E. W. Cleeves... 

F. E. Rogers 

E. S.Warner 

J. G. Curtis 

H. M. Bowen 

H. S. Brower . . . 



Address 



Utica 

Utica 

Syracuse 

^nracuse 

Middletown 

Middletown 

Albion 

Albion 

Oswego 

Oswego 

Cooperstown 

Cooperstown 

Troy 

Troy 

Spring Valley 

Spring Valley 

Canton 

Canton 

Saratoga Springs 

Saratoga Springs 

Cobleskill, 

CobleskiU 

Riverhead 

Riverhead 

Liberty 

Owego 

Owego 

Ithaca 

Ithaca 

Kingston 

Kingston 

Warrensburg 

Sodus 

Sodus 

White Plains 

Warsaw 

Warsaw 



Temporarily acting. 



A local office in each agricultural county in the State seemed 
necessary for carrying out the plans of the Commission. In fif- 
teen of the agricultural counties there existed no farm bureau 
organization. Extension specialists from the State College were 
temporarily assigned to supervise the census enumeration in these 
counties. Within about ten days most of these men gave place 
to others from the graduating class at the College, who assumed 
the duties of county representatives. 

First, an office and equipment had to be provided. Usually a 
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room in the courthouse was donated by the county through the 
influence of the Home Defense Council or the Board of Super- 
visors, on the request of the county representative or of a repre- 
sentative from the central office. In two counties, Seneca and 
Putnam, desk room and equipment were donated by individuals. 
In two other counties, office room was rented. In all cases the 
Food Supply Commission furnished filing equipment and other 
supplies. 

Each chairman of a county home defense committee was asked 
by the Chairman of the Food Supply Commission, through the 
Adjutant General, to appoint a subcommittee on agriculture. 
This was to establish contact between the county office of the Com- 
mission and the farmers of the county. The subcommittee -was 
composed of leading farmers acting in an advisory capacity with 
the county representatives of the Commission, through whom all 
county-wide movements pertaining to agriculture could be handled. 
In the counties already having farm bureau associations, the 
executive committee of that organization was appointed in thia 
capacity ; in the non-bureau counties actual farmers, in most cases, 
were appointed to these positionfl. Frequent meetings of these 
committeemen at the coimty office, and personal calls on them hy 
the county representative, served to keep the Commission's agents 
informed of the needs an4 opinions of the crop producers. The 
conmiitteemen also provided the county office with a number of 
representatives throughout the county. 

The counties having this special organization, with the names of 
the representatives and their locations, follow : 



County 


Name of representative 


Address 


/^#v1iiiYinifl 


W. I. Roe 


Hudson 


HS'iliAn 


N. E. Beers 


Glovensville 


tf'loinPflPfi 


F. P. Cullinan 


Batavia 




N. C. Rogers 


OatBkSl 


T ^ixtna .........>•■• 


TT, N, Ynung . 


Lowville 


TiivinDrsijon • 


H. N. Humphrey 

0. W. Dynes 


Mount Morris 


rVrHiATin .......•«..•• 


GanandaigoR 


IPiiimAjn ............. 


G.J.Wright 




TYonlrlATif) 


L. A. MucUe 


Spring Yalley 


Slf»'llAlWW*'hBf9v . . 


S.G. Jndd 


Scheneota^ 


AnhiurlfiT 


H. G. Chapxn 


Watkins 


uuuujrm 

i^^nppfi. 


H. E. Hadett 


Ovid 




Jay GeMffl" 


Bath 


DlCilucii • *... 

WiwhiniEinn .... 


F. A. Roper 

A. F. Lockwood 


Hudson Falls 


YiiteB 


Penn Yan 


A BwwB •• .*..... 
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On July 1 the oflSce in Putnam County was closed because 
there was not euffici«it demand on it to warrant its continuance. 
On July 15 the oflSce in Schenectady County was closed for the 
same reason. On September 1, the oflSces in Fulton, Yates, and 

Seneca Counties were closed because of the resignations of the 
special representatives. The usual farm bureau organizations 

'were completed and regular county agents were installed in Rock- 
land County on July 1 and in Greene County on August 15. 

SUPERVISION 

These county representatives and their assistants were under the 
supervision of the Commissioner in Charge and one assistant, 
Professor Montgomery Robinson, a member of the extension staff 
of the New York State College of Agriculture. All the Commis- 
sion's representatives furnished weekly reports of their work. 
The regular county agents reported as usual to the State Leader's 
office. 

During the early part of the season, the farm bureau supervisory 
force gave a large part of its time and attention to the supervision 
of Ihe emergency work of the Commission; in fact, there was 
serious interference with the regular work of the State Leader's 
office. During the latter part of the summer the work became 
better organized, and less special attention was necessary; but 
supervifiion by the State Leader's office and his regular force has 
continued. 

A record of such of the work of the county offices as can be 
reduced to tabular form is here appended, and shows the amount 
of work done in each of the counties. An examination of the 
table will suggest the varying methods of local office organiza- 
tion and management. In some cases the farm bureau agent 
did all the field work, regular arid emei^ency, while the Commis- 
sion's representative handled the office work; in oth^ cases 
nearly the reverse was true; and there were all gradations 
between. 
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Another table shows as follows, in parallel columns, partial 
summaries of the usual farm bureau activity and the extra work 
handled by the emergency organization: 

Partial Summary of Activities of Keqularly Orgaij^ized 
Farm Bureaus and Emerqency Agei^cies 

(April to August, inclusive, 1917) 



Meetings held ^ . • • • 

Attendance at meetings 

Farmers visited 

Letters written 

Circular letters written 

Circxilation of circular letters. . . 

Office calls 

Applications for help 

Help supplied 

Seed supplied: 

Potatoes, bushels 

Buckwheat, bushels 

Other crops, bushels 

Copper sulfate supplied, poimds , 
Tractors: 

Number placed 

Acres worked ^ 



Farm, 
bureau 



Emer- 
gency 



1.950 
00.423 
12,274 
38,940 

1,209 
80,325 
30,547 



486 

21,955 

7,087 

18.762 

470 

84.886 

17,770 

5,940 

4,452 

81,026 
a9,252i 
9,148i 
11,225 

42 

2,100 



Total 



2,435 

112,378 

19.361 

57.692 

1.739 

165.211 

48,317 

5.940 

4,452 

81,026 
39.2iK2| 
9,148i 
11.225 

42 

2,100 



^Does not include 1089 patriotic meetings held on Agricultural Mobilisation Day* Apiil 21 » 
attended by 85,000 persons. 
3 Records incomplete. . 

PROGRAM 

The main lines of work carried on through the county office 
may be grouped under nine heads, discussion of which follows. 

1. The census 

How the census was organized and conducted is described in 
detail in Bulletin 2. The New York State Food Supply Com- 
mission was appointed by Governor Whitman on April 13. Its 
first step was to order a survey of the agricultural resources of 
the State and of the requirements for increased production. This 
census was ordered on April 17, the work being placed under the 
general direction of the 'Commissioner in Charge of County 
Organization, M. C. Burritt, who was also State Director of 
Farm Bureaus. 

How the census was taken. A state-wide conference of all 
county agricultural agents, the presidents of farm bureau asso- 
ciations in the forty-one organized counties, and delegate from 
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the other agiienltaral counties of the State, was ealled at the 
jSttte GoUege of Agricultuie at Ithaca on April 16. At this 
conference, details of the general plan for taking the census were 
worked out and the instructions were given. On the l&th and 
19&^ county-wide conferences of farmers were held. In aecord* 
anee with the proclamation of Governor Whitman, community 
meetings were held in 1069 communities of the State on Saturday, 
April 21, attended by 85,075 persons. 

At all of these meetings the census was explained and the coop^ 
eratian was solicited. By the 19th of April, 250,000 census 
blanks had been printed and shipped to all the counties. About 
iorly additional helpears, mostly drafted from the senior class of 
liie Staki College of Agriculture, had been assigned as assistants 
and all preliminary arrangements were completed for taking the 
census. 

The county farm bureau agents were aj^xunted eounty enumer^ 
ators and were made responsible for the results in their counties^ 
In the fifteen counties not having farm bureaus, extensioQ 
specialists of the State College of Agriculture were assigned as 
county enumerators, and temporary offices of the Commission 
wetre opened. The following telegram of instruction was sent 
to the fifty-Hftix county enmnerators: 

Ooinxnission^r of Education has sent tel^rams instructiiig superintendents 
of schools and teachers to report to you as ofScial censiis taker in your 
eonnty. CaH superintendents together immediately. Assistant will be sent 
as soon aa it can be arranged. You are hereby authorized to empkyy Siuoh 
additional clerical, stenographic, and other aasi stance as may be necessary to 
liroperl^r «2id rapidly tabulate. Superintendents' and teachers' expenses in 
connection with census to be paid by Cammission throu^ DefMuntment of 
Education. 

The district superintendents of schools were made responsible 
for the results in all the schools in their respective districts, and 
each school teacher was made responsible for results in her school 
district. The Commissioner of Education, John EL Finley, also 
a member of this Commission, sent the following telegram to 
school superintendents: 

state Food Supply OonunisBion is to make surrey of agricultural resources. 
Dififtrict superintendents, teachers, and pupils to gather data. County enu- 
merator will get in touch with you. It is expected that each one will do his 
part promptly. Expenses wiU be met by Ocxnmiasion. 

The census was made possible by this cooperation of the State 
Department of Education. Mr. Layton S. Hawkins had imme* 
diate charge of the Department's part in the work, and gave great 
assistance. 
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To inunediately benefit the farmers and to save expense, the 
Commission utilized, as far as possible, all the existing educa- 
tional organizations of the State which were equipped to do the 
work. Around the organizations already specified, it was necessary 
merely to gather additional help. This was done with the coopera- 
tion of the state schools of agriculture ast Canton, Alfred, Morria- 
ville, Cobleskill, Delhi, and Farmingdale, and the Joseph Slocum 
College of Agriculture at Syracuse University, all of which 
rendered valuable assistance. High school principals and teachers 
of agriculture throughout the State furnished aid and equipment. 
The State Bankers Association banks, business firms, chambers of 
commerce, and individuals, rendered material aid, and greatly 
facilitated the tabulations by lending their clerks and other expert 
employees, and their adding machines. 

Thus the Commission was able to gather the necessary facts 
rapidly, and in just ten days after the copy for the census blanks 
was delivered to the printer a preliminaiy announcement of the 
results of the census was made. In addition to taking the census 
in record time, it probably was taken at less expense to the State 
than any other had been. The regularly paid employees of the 
State were utilized, and much assistance was given by public- 
spirited organizations, and it was necessary to employ com- 
paratively little help. 

The actual work of taking the censua was begun in most of the 
counties on Monday, April 23, the records being practically all 
obtained by Wednesday, April 25. Tabulations were made in 
the counties on April 26 and 27, and complete tabulations from 
thirty-four counties had been sent to the central census office on 
April 28. The teachers and pupils in each district, assisted by 
other persons where necessary, obtained the original facts from 
farmers and made out the summaries for their school districts. 
The county enumerators, with their assistants, and the district 
superintendents, made the summaries for the counties. Dr. Q-. F. 
Warren, of the State College of Agriculture, had charge of the 
summarizing and tabulating of the records for the entire State. 

2. Follow-up of the census 

To follow up the census, the first consideration was to remedy 
the poor distribution of seed and the state shortage of potatoes, 
com, and buckwheat. Lists of seeds for sale within the counties 
were compiled from the census schedules and sent to those who had 
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indicated wants. Exchange was further facilitated by newspaper 
advertising and by means of the telephone, the county offices being 
used as clearing houses. By exchange of these lists between the 
comity offices some inter-county transactions were also made 
practicable. 

To meet the state-wide shortage, the Commission purchased 
potatoes, com, and buckwheat from outside the State. The county 
offices helped to place 81,026 bushels of potatoes, 677 bushels of 

beans, 39,252 bushels of buckwheat, and 8471 bushels of miscel- 
laneous crops. In handling seed purchased from outside the State, 
the general practice at first was to have the county representatives 
get definite orders from farmers, who were asked to make a 
deposit with their orders. When a sufficient number of orders had 
been placed with a local county offi-ce, the Albany office of the 
Commission was notified by wire. The seed was then shipped, 
with a sight draft attached to the bill of lading, arrangements 
having been made with a local bank, individual, or association 
to finance the shipment without charge. Full payment was made 
with delivery at the car, a sufficient pro rata margin being added 
to pay freight, demurrage, unloading, and other costs, not includ- 
ing profit. Seed was sold only on condition that it be used as seed. 

Farmers ordered, through the county offices, 289 tons of fer- 
tilizers, 11,725 pounds of spray material, and some machinery. 
Complaints of delays in transportation were received, investigated, 
and reported to the proper railroad authorities, by whom, they 
were usually given prompt and effective attention. 

3. Labor 

The census showed that farmers were facing a serious and 
general labor shortage, although local conditions varied consider- 
ably. The situation was apparently most acute in those agri- 
cultural counties in which manufacturing cities, such a3 TJtica, 
Syracuse, Elmira, and Buffalo, are located. 

Two main sources of labor were developed to meet the demand : 
city labor obtained through the state employment bureaus in 
New York, Albany, Syracuse, Auburn, Rochester, Buffalo, and 
Oswego ; and boys released from the rural and city schools by the 
Department of Education. 

In addition, the county representatives, through personal inter- 
view with manufacturers and other employers of large groups of 
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laboor, helped to arrange for the temporaiy release, for kajing 
and harvcBtingy of finch employees as had had previous farm 
crperience and were willing to go on farms. The Endicott- 
Johnson factory at Binghamtony and some of the paper sQAnii- 
facturing plants around Olens Falls, Hudson Falls, and Ballaton 
Spa, furnished such help. One railroad company oontribiited 
through the release of section hands for short periods. The use- 
fulness of these classes of laborers depended very largely on tihe 
ability of the county representatives to "handle the traffic '' and 
equalize the supply and demand. 

The methods first tried were the standard methods used in 
emj^oyment bureaus. Printed slips, with blanks for the number 
of men wanted, the type of labor required, the period and probable 
duration of the job, the wages offered, and some other data, were 
sent from the county (^ces to farmers who had indicated on their 

eensus blanks a need for help. Applications for positions through 
the labor bureaus were sorted, classified, and filed, and applicants 
meeting the i^>ecificatioais were referred to the farmer wanting the 
help. It developed, however, that because of the peculiar and 
exacting qualifications demanded of farm labor, the only really 
satisfactory method was a personal interview between the employee 
and the employer or his agent. Some of the county representa- 
tives then began to make periodical trips to the nearest employ- 
ment offiice, sorting over the available material and bringing the 
men back, sometimes even placing the laborers. In other cases 
meetings of farmers and laborers were arranged at the county 

office of the Commission. The latter method proved to be success- 
ful in the majority of cases. 

Boy labor was useful in sections of specialized farming, as 
trucking, fruit growing, and the like. About thirty camps were 
organized in Itfiagara County alone for picking peaches. Beny 
picking offered opportunity for such help, and cam|>s were organ- 
ized for picking grapes in Chautauqua and Yates Counties. 

In a few strictly rural counties, such as Seneca and Tioga, the 
early release of schoolboys from the district and high schools went 
far toward meeting the emergency. 

Household help was requested to the number of 7573, Much 
of this was supplied by schoolgirls. Probably never before have 
so many women been seen working in the fields in New Toik 
State as was the case this year. 
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4. Tractors and ditchers 

Tractors, ditchers, and other farm machinery were, of neces- 
sity, placed through the county offices. Two options were offered 
by lie Commission: individuals or groups might purchase 
machines at wholesale cost; or they might rent them at a charge 
calculated to cover depreciation, paying their own costs of 
operation* 

The first step was to find the best location for such machines. 
The county representatives got individuals or groups to pledge 
a definite number of acres for plowing or cultivation by the Com- 
mission^s machines. Forty-two tractors were placed in twenty- 
two counties. The next step was to form a committee of respon- 
sible farmers, or make arrangements for the farm bureau associa- 
tion itself, to assume the responsibility for such machines and to 
supervise the work in the county. Competent operators were 
found and a careful itinerary was worked out. In addition to the 
prelrminaiy local organization, it was generally necessary for the 
county representative, as the usual agent of the tractor committee, 
to make collections from farmers for work done, to supervise the 
work, to order repairs when necessary, and to make adjustments* 

Three power ditching machines purchased by the Commission 
have been placed m Ontario, Orleans, and Tompkins Counties, 
respectively. The disposition of these machines was made on the 
basis of demand from farmers expressed in definite terms of rods 
of drainage ditches. The county representatives explained the 
proposition by means of circular letters, newspaper advertisements, 
and talks before farmers' meetings, followed by a canvass for 
orders. The machines were placed and ready for business by 
September 1. They will be handled under the local direction of 
the county offices. 

5. Insect and disease control 

This jJiase of the emergency wort was handled as five 
projects — potato spraying, seed-potato inspection, fruit insect 
and disease control, plant disease survey, vegetable insect control. 
In general the county was the unit of operation, and in about 
seventy-five per cent of the counties the counly representative and 
his assistants handled the work with supervision from the leaders 
in charge of the specific field of endeavor. In a number of coun- 
ties, however, where there are highly specialized types of farming, 
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special agents were placed. These persons received the coopera- 
tion of the county representative and his assistants, and had the 
use of oflSces, office facilities, and automobiles. 

While the seed-potato inspection was in the hands of two dis- 
trict leaders, a preliminary inspection was made in some counties 
by representatives of the county offices, who selected a limited 
number of fields for final inspection by the leaders. 

On their own initiative many of the county agents are in a sim- 
ilar manner locating sources of wheat and rye seed, with a view 
to establishing both an intra-county and an inter-county exchange. 

6. Food conservation 

In organizing the food conservation work, the sentiment of 
the farmers themselves was first definitely sounded. During the 
month of June, representatives from the central office met the 
executive committees and advisory councils of the farm bureau 
organization in forty-one counties. The plan was explained and 
a definite expression from the leading farmers was obtained. In 
seventy-five per cent of the counties, ready response was given 
to the proposal. The county agreed to furnish an office and 
office facilities, including stenographer and traveling expenses. 
Salaries were paid from the state and federal war emergency 
funds. 

Following an indorsement by the Executive Committee of the 
Farm Bureau Association, a county-wide meeting was arranged by 
the county representatives. This meeting, to which were invited 
representatives of all existing organizations in the county and 
especially of the women's organizations, was addressed by some 
one representing the central office executive committee in charge 
of this branch of the work. Plans were perfected for finances, 
and a committee of local women was appointed to advise with 
the conservation agent and cooperate with her in arranging work. 
The launching of the program, and especially the preliminary 
organization preceding the arrival of the conservation agent, 
were in the hands of the county representatives. 

7. Loans, vacant lands, gardens 

In organizing the committee for passing upon farm loans, in 
spreading information about the system, and in referring pros- 
pective borrowers to the proper authorities, the county repre- 
sentatives played a role in handling the patriotic farm loan. 
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By means of circular letters, personal inspection, and other 
methods, the county officers gathered data for reports to the 
Commission covering the extent, area, and quality of vacant 
lands in the State. 

Near some cities, groups of boys and factory employees were 
organized for cultivation of commercial gardens. Supervision 
of the soil, preparation, planting, cultivation, spraying, and har- 
vesting, and inspection for award of prizes oflFered by municipal, 
charitable, or other organizations, were in many instances the 
work of the county representatives. 

8. Marketing 

The work of distribution, storage, and marketing has centered 
chiefly around the potato crop, which a partial survey of crop 
conditions indicated would be an unusually large one. During 
August a series of ten meetings was arranged through the county 
representatives in the principal potato-growing sections of the 
State. These meetings were addressed by representatives of the 
Federal Bureau of Markets and the State Department of Foods 
and Markets. Plans were outlined for the storage and marketing 
of the crop. Following these meetings, specialists in organiza- 
tion furnished by the Commission and the Federal Bureau of 
Markets assisted the county representatives in developing local 
selling and storage associations. 

Further plans of the Commission contemplate a comprehen- 
sive market news service. This will depend for its local opera- 
tion on distribution through the county offices. The county offices 
will further act as local clearing houses, and will attempt to 
move the crop in the most effixjient way and prevent market gluts 
and shortages. 

9. Gathering information 

No small part of the work of the county representatives has 
been the collecting and assembling of information on many sub- 
jects. Much of this was accomplished by sorting and tabulating 
data from the census returns, such as compiling lists of dairy- 
men, poultrymen, stallion owners, potato growers, and fruit 
growers. 

These lists were used to furnish special circular information 
to small interested groups, and as nuclei for the formation of 
breeding associations, milk, testing associations, potato growers' 



80 



associations, and other associations for special interests; ihey 
were useful also in bringing together groups for commimily 
operations, such as spraying and cooperative buying. 

Other information required special surveys, such as the weekly 
insect and disease report to Dr. Felt, the wheat and rye ques- 
tionnaire, the market mOk situation, and the potato crop survey* 
The following summary of the wheat and rye survey shows the 
nature and extent of one of these special surveys: 

Prospectivei increase in wheat and rye acreage 

During the first week of July a questionnaire was sent to all 
farm bureau agents and all representatives of the Food Supply 
Commission. This questionnaire was sent to a representative 
farmer in each section, with the request that he fill it out for him- 
self and four neighbors. 

The questionnaire asked for the present acreage of wheat and 
rye, and the acreage it was expected to sow in the fall ; also the 
prospective price necessary in order to increase the maximum 
production. For convenience in summing up, the State is divided 
into four sections, as follows: 

1. Wheat section — Cayuga, Erie, Genesee, Livingston, 
Monroe, Niagara, Ontario, Orleans, Seneca, Wayne, Wyoming, 

and Tates Counties. 

2. Southern counties — Allegany, Broome, Cattaraugus, Chau- 
tauqua, Chemung, Steuben, and Tioga Counties. 

3. Hudson Valley — Albany, Columbia, Dutchess, Greene, 
Orange, Putnam, Rensselaer, Rockland, Saratoga, Schenectady, 
Ulster, Warren, Washington, and Westchester Counties. 

4. Central and northern counties — Chemung, Clinton, Cort- 
land, Essex, Franklin, Fulton, Herkimer, Lewis, Madison, Mont- 
gomery, Nassau, Onondaga, Oswego, Otsego, St. Lawrence, 
Schoharies, Schuyler, Suffolk, and Tompkins Counties. 

The report by sections is summarized as follows : 





Total 
number 
report- 
ing 


Acres of wheat 


Acres of rye 




1916-17 


1917-18 


Percent- 
age of 
gain 
or loss 


1916-17 


1917-18 


Peroent- 
age of 

£|UTi 

or loM 


Seetion 1 


526 
300 
457 
726 


7,415.00 
702.75 
487.00 

1,780.16 


9,055.0 

1,047.0 

854.0 

2,338.5 


22 

49 
75 
31 


506.00 

349.00 

2,002.00 

289.25 


487.0 

601.0 

2,791.5 

406.5 




Aeetion 2 


72 


Section 3 


39 


Section 4 


41 
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Regarding price to stimulate maxi'mani acreage 





Proepeotive 
ptim 

Batififactory 


Number 

ai 
answers 




Wheat 






$1.50 
to $2 


$2 to 
S2.50 


• 

$2.50 
to S3 


$3 or 
more 


Sedioal 

80ctioii 2.. ..••.. ............. 


56 
35 

72 
72 


16 
23 
38 
77 


1 

1 

3 


18 
5 

8 


18 
2 

2 


7 
2 




2 


Section 4 . 


a 







Altogether 2018 answers were received from forty-eight coun- 
ties, or an average of 42 per county. The most important data 
are for the wheat region, where a prospective gain of 22 per cent 
is contemplated. About 90 per cent of the wheat is raised in this 
section. Most of the rye is raised in the Hudson Valley, and this 
section shows a prospective gain of 39 per cent. The figures indi- 
cate a prospective gain of about 100,000 acres in wheat and 
50,000 acres in rye. 

Acreage 1916-17 ^^^*P?^^,^^ ^ 
^^^^ acreage 1917-18 



Wheat 420, 000 

Rye 120, OOO 

540,000 



520, 000 
170,000 

690, 000 



BEPORT OF THE DIVISION OF SCHOOLS AND C0LI.EOES 

J. H. Ftnley, Comnvissioner in charge 

The general direction of the work of the Division of Schools 
and Colleges was placed by Commissioner J. H. Finley in the 
hands of L. S. Hawkins, of the State Department of Education. 
The purpose of this division of the work of the State Food Supply 
Commission was to procure aid in' the work of food production 
and conservation through the medium of the schools and colleges. 
In order to accomplish this purpose, four lines of work were estab- 
lished and developed: first, the farm census; secondly, work with 
farm cadets ; thirdly, farm camps ; fourthly, work with food con- 
servation agents. 

THE FARM CENSUS 

Because of the acute food situation in this country due to the 
war, a census of the agricultural conditions of the State was 
ordered on April 17. The immediate object was that facts regard- 
ing crop products might be made available before the spring 
planting. 

Through the cooperation of the State Department of Education, 
and through the utilization so far as possible of all existing edu- 
cational organizations throughout the State which were equipped to 
do the work, including district superintendents, high school prin- 
cipals, teachers of agriculture, farm bureau managers, and others, 
the census-taking was finally launched, and was actually begun 
in most of the counties on Monday, April 23. Teachers and their 
pupils in each supervisory district, assisted by other persons 
enumerated, obtained the original facts from the farmers and 
made out summaries for their school districts. Buttons were 
distributed to the children for this work. Records were prac- 
tically all obtained by April 25, or within two days after the 
census started. 

During the census-taking, the district superintendents instructed 
the teachers and the older pupils under their jurisdiction to sus- 
pend all school work and get the data needed at once. Thus the 
entire rural school system of the State was utilized to get the 
facts at first hand from the farmers. 

All teachers' and superintendents' expenses were paid by the 
Commission through the State Department of Education. 
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FARM CADETS 

Preliminary steps 

On April 15 a conference for the purpose of discussing plans 
for meeting the national emergency need for increased food pro- 
duction was called by Dr. Charles F. Wheelock, Assistant Com- 
missioner for Secondary Education. Following this conference, 
representatives of the Department were dispatched to various 
parts of the State to present the national need, and plans were 
made for meeting this need at county meetings of the district, city, 
and village superintendents and principals. At this time enroll- 
ment blanks, entitled " Volunteer for Farm Cadet Service,'^ were 
placed in the hands of these superintendents and principals. 
These blanks were to be filled out, signed by the parents or 
guardians of the pupils, and returned to the Education Depart- 
ment within three days after the meeting, or before May 1. This 
launched the plan of farm cadet service. 

Release from school 

In order that there might* be no injustice to the pupils, all those 
entering farm cadet service were credited with a passing rating, 
provided their school work was up to standard at the time they 
were released, and provided, further, that they rendered satis- 
factory agricultural service. In accordance with this, pupils were 
released from the June regents examinations. Regents creden- 
tials were granted on the certificate of the superintendent, which 
was accepted in lieu of the regular examinations. 

Supervision of farm cadets 

Pupils were almost immediately released from school for farm 
service. This demanded at once some means of supervision in 
order that reports could be obtained by the principals, on which 
credits for school work might be rated. It was at once evident 
that proper supervision could best be managed by regular school 
oflficials. Those best qualified through training and experience 
to do this were the 207 district superintendents and the 70 teach- 
ers of agriculture in the State. Accordingly, as the district super- 
intendents are official representatives of the State Department of 
Education, it was deemed advisable to work directly throoigh 
them. 

A circular letter was sent to each superintendent designating 



84 

him as the school representative of the Food Supply Commission 
in his district. Accompanying this letter were blanks and direc- 
tions for recording the number of pupils in farm service and their 
work. Reports showed at an early date that a supervision of 
pupils as to the place of employment was at once needed. While 
many pupils worked at home, others went to outlying districts, in 
some cases entering districts outside of the jurisdiction of the 
regular superintendent. Records of transfers were therefore nec- 
essary in order to properly follow up these pupils. Blank forms, 
cards, and circular letters were issued by the Commission for this 
purpose. In most cases, where a teacher of agriculture was 
employed, the district superintendent left the matter entirely with 
him, though the superintendent acted as the official representative! 
of the Food Supply Commission. 

• 

Financing the work of farm cadets 

Only the expenses of these representatives of the Food Supply 
Commission were paid by the Commission. At first, $100 was 
allotted to them as a sum which they were not to exceed. This 
was later reduced to a sum based on the number of pupils in their 
charge at home and away from home. The expenses of these 
representatives were paid only to the close of school, at which time 
the supervision was given up. 

The farm cadets 

The farm cadets consisted of boys and girls from the cities aa 
well as from the country. The "Brown Law," passed by the 
Legislature to meet the emergency, permitted pupils below the 
compulsory school-attendance age to serve as farm cadets, pro- 
vided they were physically fit for the work they were to under- 
take. The total number of boys and girls recorded as working 
at home is 14,406. The total number of boys and girls recorded 
as being away from home and in cadet service is 4221. The 
total number of farm cadets, therefore, is 18,627. 

Release from farm cadet service 

Word received through letters, tiburou^ personal eootaet with 
the Commission's representatives, and through other offieaols, 
indicates that the farm cadet service plan has been successful and 
has met a definite state Sfeed. Up to the close of school, the work! 
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of the pupils was of distinct value to the f armer; though in some 
cases a number of daya of inatraction was needed in order to prop- 
erly fit the boy or the girl for the work in hand. Beports fihow 
that the pupila were quick to learn and ready and willing to serve 
their employes. As soon as supervision was eliminated, at the 
close of school; many pupils were inclined to leave' their work. 
For this reason, later reports seem to indicate that there was some 
dissatisfaction nmoag the farmers. Had adequate supervision 
been continued through the summer, there is no question as to 
the value of this type of service or as to its success. 

FAXM CAMPS 

In addition to individual farm cadet service, farm camps were 
organized throughout the State. These camps consisted of groups 
of boys gathered together, imder the direetion of a camp leader, in 
a community where much help was needed. A study of these 
eamps, whidi were organized prinxupally for city boys as a means 
of supplying farm labor, and which started about the middle of 
JuJEie, was placed under the general supervision of Frofesscnr 
-Gieorge A. Works, of Cornell University. His investigation 
included at least one visit to each camp established in the State- 
In additiim, trips were made into llaasachusetts, New Jersey, 
and Fexmsylvania, to visit camps in those States. 

Ab toon as the Food Supply Commission voted to use some of 
its funds to pay for leadership of the camps, blanks were pre- 
pexed calling for information regarding the conditions under 
which the camps were established; in addition, weekly reports 
showed the extent to which farmers were ^oaploying the boys, and 
also gave facts as to the boys' earnings. The Long Island camps 
have not reported as yet, so that no summary can be made at this 
time. 

The efforts to establish camps have revealed certain facts that 
should be of value in the future, as follows: 

Selection 

It is very important that there should be some agency that 
will carefully select the boys. The work of the Military Training 
Commission has been especially valuable in this regard. In fact 
it would have been impossible to get so many boys for the camps 
without the help of this agency. In some instances, the schocd 
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has proved a very good means of selecting the boys. States that 
do not have some agency to look after this work are evidently at a 
disadvantage. 

In general, the boys should be at least sixteen years of age and 
well developed. The boys selected by the Military Training Com- 
mission were given a physical examination before they were per- 
mitted to enter the camps. There are two objections to the 
younger boys : first, usually they are not capable of doing the work 
desired by the farmers; secondly, they are not likely to be so 
easy .to direct when at work or in the camps. 

The supply of boys has not equaled the demand. The demand 
for boys in industrial service has been so great that the desired 
camps could not be established. 

Location of camps 

Before camps are established, it is desirable to canvass the 
farmers to determine their demands for labor as well as their 
attitude toward the employment of boys. In most cases when 
the boys have been strong and capable, the farmers have been glad 
to have their services in spite of their inexperience. The farm 
bureau organization has proved the best means of getting at the 
labor demands. The manager is in close touch with the farmers 
in all sections of his county, and he, with his committeemen, can 
determine the labor demands in a relatively short time and make 
the necessary adjustments with the farmers. A well-worked-out 
plan was that of the Farm Bureau of Niagara County. Its 
partial failure was due to a shortage in the supply of boys. 

Usually, when a community has been selected for the location 
of a camp, the site has been carefully chosen. It is extremely 
desirable to have this feature carefully looked after. In Massa- 
chusetts the local health authorities were required to inspect the 
camp quarters. This feature was adopted in New York later in 
the season, and was looked after by the Military Training 
Commission. 

Leaders 

It was evident from the start that it would be unwise to place 
boys in camps without supervision. If it had been attempted, 
practically no boys would have been available, because relatively 
few homes would let the boys go to camps without supervision. 
Leaders have been drawn from various sources, the largest single 
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group having been teachers, though in some cases Y. M. C. A. 
and Boy Scout workers have been used. In Niagara County sev- 
eral leaders were obtained from a camp made up of University 
of Pennsylvania students who had gone there early in the spring* 
The leaders have had supervision of the camp life of the boys, 
but usually have not had supervision of the boys during working 
hours, though they have been a means of adjusting differences 
of opinion between employer and employee. 

Camp facilities 

The quarters in which the boys have lived have varied greatly 
in different sections of the State. All the Long Island camps 
were under canvas. In the fruit sections of the State the quarters 
were usually berry houses or labor shacks. A building provides 
the more economical quarters, though tents may make a strong 
appeal to the boys. 

Experience has shown that the farmers are willing to furnish 
quarters, cots, telephone, cooking utensils, and fuel, if the boys 
bring their tableware and bedding. 

The money expended by the Food Supply Commission on 
farm camps has helped to relieve the labor situation in a few 
communities, and has given experience that may be valuable in 
the future, because it is evident that the farm camp is not a 
temporary proposition. 

The following camps were assisted in the matter of leadership 
by the Food Supply Commission: 

Camp Leader 

Trumansburg, Tompkins County G. W. Jeffrey 

Highland, Ulster County F. J. Keller 

Highland, Ulster County F. N. Westphal 

Highland, Ulster County H. W. Millspaugh 

Highland, Ulster County Geo. H. Beal 

South Lima, Livingston County J. A. G. Moore 

Wolcott, Wayne County C. S. Bamsay 

Germantown, Columbia County W. G. Bauer 

• Mount Morris, Livingston County R. P. Conners 

Sheridan, Chautauqua County E. M. Shields 

Jericho, Nassau Coimty P. J. 'Moore 

Jericho, Nassau County J. F. McKeehan 

Hempstead, Nassau County G. A. Smith 

Sodus, Wayne County J. M. Wallace 

Middle Hope, Orange County G. W. Lemon 

Cedarcliff, Orange County RusseU Stryker 

Besides these camps, there were nine camps at Newbnrgh^ 
Orange County, which were established by the Board of Education 
of New York City. There were also four camps at Highland 
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beeides those which received aid from the Food Supply Cominis- 
^ion. Of the six camps on Lang Island only two were aided. 

The Bnreau of Educational Experiments ran an especially suc- 
cessful camp near fieneca Casfle. The boys were from New York 
and were under the direction of C. E. Artman. During a part of 
He summer a camp was in operation at Nichols, Tioga County, 
and a small group of boys were in a camp at Suffem, Rockland 
County, without a leader. 

T£ACHE>RS AS FOOD CONSENT ATIOTH AGENTS 

Near the end of April, Dr. Arthur D. Dean, then Director of 
the Division of Agricultural and Industrial Education, by means 
of a circular letter to the manual training and household arts 
teachers of the State, urged that the schools do all in iheir power 
to contribute to the war service. He suggested to the manual train- 
ing teachers that they direct their efforts along the lines of school, 
>community, and home gardens, and turn the manual arts activi- 
ties over to those concerning food production. He suggested that 
the cooking teachers be thinking during the spring, summer, and 
early faU in terms of " preserving," and during the late fall And 
winter in terms of " conserving." He suggested also that ways 
;should be found to continue the services of the household arts 
teachers during the summer, when their services in the conmiunity 
were most important. 

Just before the close of school, a letter was sent by L. S. 
Hawkins, Director of the Division of Agricultural and Industrial 
Education, to all the home economics teachers in the State, inquir- 
ing whether their services would be available as food demoastrators 
in their respective communities or elsewhere. EavoraUe replies 
were received from forty-two persons. Some teachers aocepfted 
positions offered them as county agents ; this necessitated resigning 
from their regular school work. The work of the agents in the 
Division of Schools and Colleges was for the summer only, though 
it was assumed that it would be carried on by local boards of . 
education before the close of school in the spring and after school 
opened in the fall. The total number of teachers finally appointed 
for the work was thirty. The type of work carried on included the 
following: 

1. Talks on foods, food preparation, food conservation, 
food purchasing, transportation, and distribution. 

2. Food demonstration in classes, using the public-school 
domestic-science room or a private house. 
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3. Talks with individuals during given office hours. 

4. Preparation of press notices for the daily papers. 

5. Preparation of bulletins, cards, and typewritten matter 
on advertising the demonstration classes and food preparation 
and preservation. 

food demonstration work included bread making, egg preserva- 
tkm and egg uses, cheaper cakes, meat sabstitiites, uses of the soj 
hesBy uses of left-overs, canning vegetables and fruits, jdly mak- 
ing, drying of fruits and vegetables, and the preparation and serv- 
ing of simple meals and course dinners. 

The teachers worked from three to five days a week in differoit 
communities, using the schoolhouses for demonstration rooms. 
They worked from half past eight in the morning until six or half- 
past six in the evening Much time had to be spent in carefully 
planning talks and lessons, and in preparing for the demonstra- 
ticm, buying materials, looking after transportation, and taking 
care of the products. The persons in attendance were constantly 
encouraged to use their own materials^ such as simple home garden 
supplies and wild fruits and berries which they might be able to 
gather; they were constantly cautioned not to use expensive fruits, 
and were shown many ways of reducing expenses by making uae^ 
of left-overSy cheaper cuts of meat, and less expensive vegetables* 
In some instances a house was used in place of the school, while in 
one case a community canning kitchen was demonstrated. The 
attendance ranged from an average of 5 persons up to 85 or more, 
and included foreigners, so-called middle-class people, and mem- 
bers of granges and other clubs. The work is being continued and 
is paid for by the local communities. 

COWCLtlSIOlf 

It has been clearly demonstrated that pupils of the schools and 
coUegea are indispensable in an emergency of this kind. In fact, 
word has come from some farmers that they would much prefer 
student help to the " Saturday night topers " of the old days. The 
boys and girls have comported themselves with great credit 
Teachers have given their services patriotically and imselfishly, 
and principals and superintendents have with willingness and 
loyalty extended their assistance to the State. 



REPORT OF THE DIVISION OF DISTRIBUTION, STORAGE, 

AND MARKETING 

J. J. Dillon, Conumissioner in Cha/rge 

The work for the New York State Food Supply Oommissioii in 
reference to the storage and marketing of farm products coincides 
with the regular functions of the State Department of Foods and 
Markets, and therefore the work for one naturally included that 
for the other. The work in which the Commission bore the expense 
in whole or in part included : 

1. A canvass of the canning factories of New York and the 
adjoining States to discover their requirements of farm products 
for the season. By this means the Division ascertained the kinds 
and quantities of products in demand. This information was 
tabulated and then distributed to farm associations, exchanges, 
granges, and farm bureaus. In some cases sales were negotiated, 
among these being one of 200 tons of currants for the growers of 
the Hudson River Valley. 

2. A study of drying and dehydrating systems for preserving 
fruits and vegetables, and of the possibilities of drying as a means 
of preserving food, together with the marketing outlook for the 
dried foods. A bulletin (Bulletin 5, Drying of Food Products, or 
the Dehydrating System) describing the principal methods of 
drying fruits and vegetables, was published and distributed. 
Heretofore little information on the subject had been ava'lable. 
Apples have furnished a large proportion of the dried products of 
the State, and the drying plants are located in the apple region of 
the western part of the State. This year, however, the apple crop 
is almost an entire failure. The plants are available for drying 
vegetables but no market for dried vegetables has been established 
in this country, and growers have been hesitant about taking the 
chances of drying vegetables and finding a market. In the Army 
and the Navy the authorities have refused to consider dried vege- 
tables for commissary departments. Several dehydrating plants 
have been established in the State, and it is thought that this 
system of conserving fruit and vegetables will grow in favor; 
but in the meantime the fostering of the industry seems to be a 

legitimate enterprise for state encouragement, by helping to 
develop a demand. When this is secured, the farmers will do the 
rest. 
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3. A survey of the available cold-storage space in the State. 
The space in New York City was about fully occupied, but con- 
siderable space is available elsewhere in the State. The failure 
of the apple crop in the commercial apple-growing sections of 

western New York has left cold-storage space available for other 
products. 

4. The appeal for an increase in the food supply this year 
xesnilted in a large supply of perishable products. On some of 
these the wholesale price was so low as to discourage shipment 
To save this from waste, appeals were made to the cities of the 
State to establish markets where producers could meet consumers, 
so that the farmer could find sale for his produce and the con- 
sumer could get fresh food products at first cost. Many open 
curb markets were established, and there is opportunity for 

greatly extending this work. Plans for establishing these markets 
have been distributed to the oflicials of the cities and villages of 
the State. 

5. Food clubs in New York City. Request was made to city 
officials for the use of vacant spaces for the sale of surplus products, 
but the privilege of using such vacant spaces was not allowed. 
As an alternative, food clubs were organized in various parts of 
the city, and through them considerable quantities of these sur- 
plus products have been distributed. These clubs, like curb 
markets, are merely expedients. They are no solution of the 
food-distribution problem. To solve that will require carefully 
supervised terminal wholesale markets, and regulated retail dis- 
tribution through local stores; but the clubs serve a temporary 
purpose, and the enthusiasm of the people for them indicates the 
need of economic distribution. 

6. Organization of the potato growers of the State. In this 
work the Commission had the cooperation of the State Department 
of Foods and Markets, the farm bureaus, and the Federal Depart- 
ment of Agriculture. Several men were placed in the field to 
organize this work. The purpose was to assemble, grade, and 
store potatoes and sell them as the demand warranted. Some 
canvass was made of the retail trade, and the indications were 
favorable for an outlet of the potatoes through these channels. 
Connections were also established for the sale of potatoes grown 
in the State in markets outside the State. 



REPORT OF THE DWffilON OF LOANS AND FARM LANDS 

S. J. Lowell, Commissioner in Charge 

The Division of Loans and Farm Lands of the New York 
State Food Supply Commission was placed in charge of Commis- 
sioner S. J. Lowell, Master of the ISTew York State Grange. Mr. 
Lowell named as his secretary, A. M. Loomifi, of Jamestown, ITew 
York, who took charge of the office details of the work on May 1, 
1917. 

COOPERATION OF THE GRANGE 

At the time of the formal organization of this Conmiissioii, the 
UTew York State Grange waa committed to the work of increased 
iood production foy the action of the State Master, who sent a e^ 
to each subordinate grange master to hold a meeting of ids grange 
on April 19 for the mobilization of the agricultural resources of 
tha Stata All members of the grange, and other persons inter- 
ested in agriculture, were invited to attend these meetings, and 
the reports received indicated wide interest and largo attendance 
in more than seven hundred grange gatherings. 

Carrying this cooperation further, the Master of the New York 
State Grange issued a circular letter, which was si^t to each 
grange master with the request that it be read at least oaiee in 
every grange in the State. This letter follows : 

Fredonia, New York, May 21, I9I7 
Dear Brothers and Sisters: 

The question of onr responsibility as farmers in the great strife "W© 
are now engaged in should be considered 1^ us inuofediateiy, &nd is^onld 
receive our most careful attention. 

ifECESSiTY Thorough investigation of agricultural conditions in our State 
as well as ia the whole world indicates a great shortage of foodstoiffl* 
Unusual efforts are recognized as being necessary. 

RESPONSiBnjTY No reasonable opportunity to increase crop production and 
food in all forms should be neglected. If this is neglected the blame will 
be laid at the door of the farmers. Effort to raise and garner all possible 
crops should be our aim. 

OBLiGATioiT We miist do this in all sincerity, not because ' it will pay," but 
becaufie it is the spirit and obligation of our order, and the expression <d 
our love and honor for our country. We can show our patriotism best 
by meeting the demand of our countrymen and our allies for more food. 
Our meml^rs should consider it a privilege to render this neeesflary and 
patriotic service. 

pATBionsM The Grange must stand out as a willing worker for national life 
not less than for farm life. Our country calls for food. Our brethren 
across the water are in distress. The future of our Nation, perhaps of the 
demiocracy of the world, depends on our response. 
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LOYALTY If our boys and our girls remain on our farms and perform this 
flCTTice to our cofmtry, in this cmergenc;^, we want tiiem to feel that 
they are x^erf arming a patriotic service no lfia» thaa the patriotic serriee 
others may be called on to perform on the battlefield; less arduon^s, per- 
haps, lees dangerous, but not less necessaiy. To secuxe the approval of 
our countrymen and of our OoTemmfini for ihis service it must be loyal 
and complete. 

MUMA^rrrr We are not yet called to sacrifiee, but we are called to serve. 
Th« paymeat we are to get will not be wholly dollars and cents; far 
above tiiat must be what our country means to us in peace, protection, 
and prospeEiiy — sot only now, but m the years tiuit are to ccme; not 
only to Ufi, but to those who are dear to us, and to those who are to 
follow after us. 

Fraternally yours, 

& J. LOWEIl/, 

Master, Kew York State Gvange. 



LOAN COMMITTEE'S NAME1> 

The first work after the Commissioii was legally orgaoized was 
ttat of naming the loan committee to act in cooperation with the 
Patriotic Farmers' Fund. Telegrams were sent to the masters of 
each grange, Patrons of Husbandry in 'New York State, instruct- 
iag each grange master to appoint a loan committee of three per- 
sons. A large proportion of the grange ma&ters acted promptly 
and the committees were named. This telegram ^^s followed by 
letters to each master urging those who had not already named 
committees in response to the telegram to do so at once, and calling 
on ihe membere to act promptly, efficiently, and patriotically in 
taking steps to increase their food-production acftivhieB* A» a 
result of this wcwk, 939 loan oommitfeees were appointed. 

The trustees of the Patriotic Farmers' Fund report that nearly 
$300,©00 has be^i loaned for definite work on the farms of the 
State, to be used in increasing food production this year. 

Correspondence in connection with this project was voluminous 
through the months oi May and June, and many hundreds of 
inquirers were told definitely how to obtain assistance from this 
source. 

WORK ON VACANT LANDS 

The second task was that of increasing the utilization of vacant 
lands in the State. These vacant lands fell into four dassifiea- 
tions: first, those farms the title to which had been acquired by 
the State of Kew York under mortgage foreclosures: secondly, 
abandoned farms, the cultivation of which had been given up in 
the past because of laek of satisfactory return to the owoiers; 
thirdly^ abandoned farms, the cultivation of whidi had been glvea 
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up because of personal considerations on the part of the owners ; 
and fourthly, swamp lands. 

State-owned lands 

Of the 126 parcels of land the title to which is listed in the 
State of New York, and which at the beginning of the year were 
reported as not under lease, 38 parcels, aggregating 3868 acres, 
were held as forest preserves. Under the law all real estate that 
comes into possession of the State of New York within the limits 
fixed for the Adirondack and Catskill parks, and certain other 
lands, are automatically removed from agricultural use. 

Of the remaining 88 parcels, aggregating 6918 acres, very 
little was in condition to warrant cultivation this year. A ques- 
tion was raised as to the State's title to 10 parcels, aggregating 
over 1000 acres, found to be occupied by persons claiming title 
from various sources. Lessees, willing to pay a nominal rental, 
were found for three farms only. 

The problem presented by this situation is one which deserves 
more study and definite action if the State desires to sell this 
property and get it into private ownership and use. 

Vacant farms, privately owned 

As the result of the publicity given the work of this Conunis- 
sion, a large number of idle farms, privately owned, were listed 
with this Division during the month of May and earlier. The 
Commission decided, in view of the date, that it would be both 
too late and too expensive to make detailed investigations, but 
that the farms would be listed as offered, the names of near-by 
farmers obtained, and an effort made to get one or more of them 
to take over part or all of the vacant land and plant food crops 
on it. 

This plan was successful in some cases. In others no results 
were reported, but there is reason to believe that the plan stimu- 
lated interest and helped to increase the acreage of food crops. 

A study of the three hundred and odd parcels of property 
offered this Commission for agricultural service showed that they 
fell into two definite classes: first, a large number of farms 
that had been abandoned because of lack of fertility or lack of 
accessibility to markets, rendering their operation uneconomic 
and inadvisable under conditions prevailing up to the present 
year ; secondly, farms that were idle this year because of personal 
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consideration on the part of the owners — farms of fair to good 
fertility and location, but whose owners, for various reasons 
disassociated with the economic value of the farms, did not put 
the land into props. 

Personal inspection of the farms offered for service, and of 
those reported as "idle" by the representatives and advisory 
counciLnen of this Commission, was not possible, but from the 
reports made it was apparent that there was considerable acreage 
of such land, constituting an undeveloped and unworked resource 
worthy of attention. 

A vacant-land survey is contemplated. Preliminary plans 
have been made, and some preliminary results have been obtained 
in Albany, Herkimer, and Chautauqua Counties, designated to 
show just how such a survey could be conducted to cover the 
State and get the most effective resxdts. This is to be made by 
the farm bureau managers, who are to follow up the information 
contained in their farm census blanks. They will list and inves- 
tigate the vacant farms in each county, and file the records for 
analysis and further work. This, survey is strongly recommended. 

The abandoned farms 

The farms of the State which have become idle and abandoned 
because of the conditions of soil or markets, making further 
working of such lands unprofitable and uneconomic under con- 
ditions prevailing prior to the war, afford further opportunity 
for study. Much of this land should be forested; much needs 
drainage; some, perhaps, can be brought into agricultural use 
through increase in financial and technical assistance, and 
through improvement in crop prices and marketing facilities. 

Swamp lands 

Large areas of swamp lands constitute another vital factor of 
the vacant-land problem. Drainage of these lands would largely 
increase crop production. Activities of this character, which 
involve engineering operations, have not been considered wise 
during this year, when emergency work has been uppermost. 
Work is progressing on some drainage projects which have been 
greatly embarrassed by war-time financial conditions; on others, 
preliminary work has been done and plans have been laid out, 
but it has been inapossible to finance the work; still other large 
areas stand idle, without even the preliminary work done. 
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This Bwamp land is one of the most valoalde imderveloped 
T^Hyarces of the State. General flupervision of development work 
to bring these areas into use ie found to be divided nndrar present 

<;ondition8. The State Conservation 'CommisBiap. has oertain 
legal authority to do drainage work; individual pa?opearty owners 
have authority under another law to form drainage difitricta. Sin- 
cere cooperation has been offered, botii for farm drainage and 
for general drainage projects, by the State College of Agriculture 
at Ithaca. 

It is recommended that all available data on the subject be 
Elected, and that those projects on which it is found that effort 
can be translated into increased crops in 1918 or 1919 he made 
the subject of definite assistance from this Commission or its 
successors. 

riNAWCIAL ASSISTAIIJCE TO FARMERS 

In addition to the cooperation with the Patriotic Parmeis' 
Fund, this Division has cooperated, in the project of £iiancial 
assistance for the farmers of the State, with the Land Bank of 
the State of New York, the Federal Farm Loan Bank, and the 
local banks of the State. The project is the result of the following 
resolution, passed unanimously by the conference called by the 
N"ew York State Food Supply Commission at Syracuse, July 5 
and 6; the resolution was introduced by A. M. Loomis as the 
result of an informal conference of representatives of banking 
interests and of members of the Executive Committee of the State 
Grange: 

WHEBBAfi, Msny reeofmmendatiaiiB have %ee!n nrade at this <eonfiereBee hock- 
ing to increased food production, many of which involve farm readjustments 
and increased coat for labor, equipment, and stora^; and 

Whebeas, This entire program of advanced agricultural procedure involves 
increased use of money, both inveBtment and fluid capital; 

Resolved, That this Conference recommend to the New York State Food 
Supply Ounmission that active steps be taken by the Oommisumi to AMiai in 
the work of extending the operations of the Federal Land Bank ajid of the 
(Land Bank of the State of New Yoik ; and in coupcratitig with the Patriotic 
FanoflTs' Frmd tand. with the regularly organized banks and bankers ef the 
State of New York in extending credit under the best possible terms to every 
fanner who can use such credit to increase the food supply. 

At the meeting of the Commiseion held on July 10, a recom- 
mendaticHi fer futuTe work ©n this project was aprproved. 

This work inchKies: the instructidn of all ageats, wpreseftt- 
atives, BEod employees of this OoiraniflBioii in 1h» work of Ae L$» 
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Bank of the State of New York and of the Federal Land Bank ; 

the request that all county representatives carry out the purpose 
of the resolution of giving the information outlined to all farm 
bureau members and community organizations, by means of 
circular letters and other publicity; the offer of the facilities of 
this Conmiission to the Agricultural Committee of the New York 
State Bankers' Association for the preparation and distribution 
of literature and other publicity in the interest of extending 
banking credits to farmers; and a subproject for holding group 
meetings of bankers and farmers in every county of the State for 
the purpose of bringing about closer and better understanding of 
needed farm credits. Special work on this project by all county 
representatives has been ordered by the Commission, and the 
project awaits only the close of the harvest season to be put into 
effect. 

No plan for the increase in food production and the elimi- 
nation of present losses in marketing methods can succeed which 
does not include the most complete and perfect system of han- 
dling the financial and credit features involved, and in this work 
the cooperation of the banks is essential. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. The Patriotic Farmers' Fund. The trustees of the Patri- 
otic Farmers' Fund advise this Division that its activities are to 
be continued for another year. It is recommended^ that the loan 
committees named this year be continued to aid in the proper 
administration of this fund, to the end that the money thus offered 
may be placed where it will do the most good. 

2. State-owned lands. A complete record on the agricultural 
value of state-owned lands, covering their location and present 
condition, should be prepared, and legislative action sought, in 
cooperation with the Comptroller's Office and the State Land 
Board, looking to the working-out of a method by which these 
lands may be put into immediate productive use so far as possible. 

3. The abandoned farms. A vacant-lot survey should be 
carried out. Undoubtedly some state assistance is needed to 
get some areas of this land into efficient ownership; other areas 
are probably unfit for agricultural use, and should be definitely 
turned to other uses. 
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4. Drainage. The more than 600,000 acres of swamp land 
need immediate attention. This is a food-supply problem, and 
definite cooperation with the Conservation Commission, now 
charged by law with the work of swamp reclamation, should be 
worked out, and needed legislative action should be urged, to get 
drainage projects under way where large possibilities exist for 
increasing food production. 

5. Financial assistance. Cooperation should be sought whereby 
the New York State Land Bank, the Federal Land Bank, and the 
Agricultural Committee of the New York State Bankers' 
Association, may furnish the food producers of the State with 
the benefit of every source of financial and credit assistance. 



BEPOBT OF THE DIVISION OF FABM LABOB 

F. W. Sessions, Commiasioner m Charge 

As one of its activities the New York State Food Supply Com- 
mission instituted a Division of Farm Labor. The Commissioner 
designated to conduct this Division proceeded at once to get in 
touch with (1) a hundred men prominent in agriculture and its 
allied interests in every part of the State, (2) the heads of all 
educational institutions, (3) county officials, (4) county councils 
of defense, (5) chambers of commerce, and (6) manufacturers, — 
seeking an expression of their opinions, and also their cooperation 
in getting farm laborers from new sources, in securing the 
increased tillage of county farms, and in obtaining information 
along many lines which might assist in solving the labor problem. 
Many helpful responses were received. From private sources 
came assurances of cooperation, and county officers told of their 
efforts to utilize dependents and convicts in producing sufficient 
food for their own sustenance. 

The census survey undertaken by the Commission on its estab- 
lishment, showed, among other things, a shortage of more than 
50,000 farm laborers. At once the county representatives of the 
Commission sent blanks to each farmer in his district asking for 
immediate information as to the number of laborers wanted, and 
as to the type of work, wages, hours, and nationality preferred. 
The replies received by the county representatives were not at all 
in consonance with the survey-census reports as to the number of 
men needed. Indeed, the county representatives informed the 
Division that not more than one-tenth of the farmers originally 
reporting their need of labor responded to specific requests regard- 
ing their needs. There were several explanations offered for 
this: one was that when the farmers were first canvassed, many 
of them believed the State intended to furnish laborers free, but 
when it became known to them that the State was to act merely 
as an agency to procure men and that the farmer was to pay the 
wages, no further intimation, in most cases, was given of any 
need of help; another explanation was that the wages demanded 
by laborers was so much in excess of amounts paid in previous 
years, that many farmers were deterred from employing men, 
preferring to plow and plant only the acreage they were able to 
take care of with the accustomed help to be obtained locally. 

[99] 
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Notwithstanding this greatly lessened call for laborers, there 
was a real demand for men ; the need was great, and but for a late 
spring it would have been far greater. Commissioner Wilson, 
Chairman of the State Food Supply Commission, lent to the 
Labor Division the services of Charles W. Larmon, of the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, a gentleman of long service and wide ex- 
perience, to assist in establishing in New York City bureaus for the 
employment of farm laborers. These bureaus were established at 
'No. 15 Pearl Street and No. 8 West 17th Street, New York City, 
and advertisements for farm hands were inserted in the daily press. 
Nearly one thousand men were sent out to the farms of the State 
from these bureaus before their discontinuance on July 15. 

At the same time the Commissioner in charge of this division 
held a number of conferences in New York City with various 
agencies that had been established for the purpose of procuring 
farm help. It was sought to coordinate the work of these organi- 
zations, and in a measure this was accomplished. 

Himdreds of letters were received from persons in the city and 
outlying territory, tendering their services for farm labor. Many 
of these persons were farm-bom and farm-bred. The Labor 
Division received, through the United States Department of Agri- 
culture, nearly a thousand letters written by New York State citi- 
zens who were desirous to engage in agriculture to help in the cause 
of crop production. All such persons were referred to the employ- 
ment bureaus in New York, and those applying were registered if 
found fit. Some of these men are now employed on farms and are 
doing good work. 

The Commissioner in charge of this Division personally visited 
thirty-six counties of the State during the months of April, May, 
June, and July, calling on the Commission's representatives, mem- 
bers of county defense committees, leading farmers, and others, 
seeking and offering information as to labor conditions. 

Wages paid during the present year have had considerable bear- 
ing on the farm-labor problem. Early in April it was apparent 
that the wages for farm hands must be increased if any help was to 
be secured. The wage of $20 a month and board, was a price of the 
past, and $25 a month no longer tempted. Word had gone out that 
$30 could be had almost anywhere, and by May 1 few men with 
experience could be found willing to accept less than $35. a month 
and board. In July came the demand for $40 a month, and then 
appeared the farm worker, experienced, who wanted from $2 to 
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$2.50 a day and board, for harvest work alone, and " no milking." 
The Labor Division, during the continuance of its bureaus in New 
York up to July 15, found men to satisfy most of the demands 
made upon it ; and there were farmers in many parts of the State 
willing to pay the high wages demanded. A few men were placed 
in jobs paying $50 a month with board and laundry, and these men 
were not foremen, but good, working farm hands. Most of the men 
sent from New York City to work on the farms have made good, 
and this result was accomplished through a system of inspection, 
by experienced and trained men in charge of the bureaus, of all 
applicants appearing for employment. It is true that some of the 
men sent out were failures — round pegs in square holes — and 
some men refused to remain on the farms to which they were sent. 
But this is the usual story to be gleaned from the State Agricul- 
tural Department's records during the years it maintained a sim- 
ilar service, and the same tale is told by all employment bureaus. 
However, once again is demonstrated the truth that only by careful, 
individual, and sympathetic inspection, by determined endeavor to 
secure the right man for the right job, can satisfactoiy farm-labor 
service be performed. In one instance Mr. Larmon inspected more 
than three hundred applicants for farm work, and from the lot 
selected but eight men who in his opinion would be useful on a 
farm. 

After the closing of the Commission's New York City employ- 
ment bureaus on July 15, the coimty representatives were directed 
to refer all calls for farm labor, not to be supplied from local 
sources, to the state employment bureau, the Farm Lalx)r Com- 
mittee of the City and State of New York, the New York City 
Employment Bureau, and other agencies. Representatives near 
New York City were authorized to go to New York to make per- 
sonal inspection of .applicants, and wherever this has been possible 
good results have followed. 

Early in the life of the Commission the snc:,e:estion was made 
that manufacturers in many of the cities of the State might he 
willing at certain periods during the summer to release those of 
its employees who had had faiT»i experience, to assist in harvest 
work. Plans were worked out for the payment of such men. 
Chambers of commerce, members of county defense committees, 
and county representatives of this Commission, canvassed the fac- 
tories of the State seeking the cooperation of employers. At first 
the response seemed to be all that could be desired, but when the 
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time came for using the services of farm-bred men from the factory 
the actual workers obtained fell far short of the number indicated 
as available. Many who had expressed a willingness to assist at 
farm work demurred when called upon, and in the end the result 
was almost negligible. However, there were some notable instances 
in which both the manufacturers and their men lived up to their 
agreements. 

The agencies cooperating with the Labor Division have rendered 
impor!aif :irsi;?^!;in-.T- :i^ (•h'ly'nirig farm hands. Their work is 

not completed and will doubtless go on. The Labor Division can- 
not but express its regret at the discontinuance of its bureaus in 
New York City at a time when they were coming to their fullest 
period of activity. The experiment stage has been passed, and the 
men and methods employed were at their best to carry forward 
the work for which they were instituted. 

The total results of the work of the Labor Division have been 
satisfactory. In the first place, the quickened impulse for farm 
service on the part of many who would ordinarily not have 
responded, is immeasurable; secondly, the spurring of men with 
a knowledge of farm work to accept the wages now paid, has been 
considerable; thirdly, the more than one thousand men sent 
directly to farm jobs by this Division of the Commission, has aided 
materially in securing the desired end for which the Commission 
was instituted — an increased crop production. 

At the inception of the work it was decided that the emergency 
need of supplying laborers to the farms justified the expenditure 
of money for the transportation of prospective workers from the 
cities without waiting for employers to advance railroad fares. It 
was felt that the correspondence involved in most instances would 
occasion the loss of from a week to ten days of valuable time. In 
all cases it was the understanding that the employer would reim- 
burse the State for the fares advanced, provided the employees 
remained for a definite period. Under this arrangement several 
groups of men were sent to up-state and western counties, and the 
transportation was in the main satisfactory. The State has not as 
yet been fully reimbursed for the fares advanced for many of the 
men sen^- singly, but payments are being made on such accounts. 
There will be some loss because some men did not remain with their 
employers, but* this was foreseen and accepted as a necessary part 
of the work. Many of the men who failed to remain with their 
first employers took work with other farmers. Thus the desired 
object, the furnishing of farm labor, was accomplished, even 
though it entailed a small loss to the State. 



BEPOBT OF THE DIVISION OF SEEDS, FERTIUZEBS, AMD 

LIVESTOCK 

R. D. Cooper, Commissioner in Charge 

The work of the Division of Seeds, Fertilizers, and Live Stock 
has been carried out, as far as possible, to conform to the general 
plan outlined by the New York State Food Supply Commission. 

POTATOES 

At the time when the New York State Food Supply Commis- 
sion was created, the scarcity of potatoes, and the consequently 
high prices, brought before the Commission the urgent and imme- 
diate need for an adequate supply of seed potatoes. To insure 
an increased acreage of potatoes in this State in 1917, it became 
incumbent on the Commission to find a source of supply at a 
reasonable cost to meet this demand. The Commission immedi- 
•ately sent two representatives, supplied by the State Department 
of Agriculture, to Maine, to find and purchase seed potatoes 
which could be furnished to the farmers at cost. 

These potatoes were distributed through the offices of the sev- 
eral farm bureaus and county home defense committees, and 
were available at prices ranging from $2.9-0 to $3.10 a bushel, 
delivered at Albany points. Most of the potatoes were No. 1 
Green Mountain. A few cars of No. 2 Green Mountain, deliv- 
ered at the same points, were supplied at an average price of $2 
a bushel. The tubers were of good quality and in nearly every 
case were satisfactory. Local prices for seed potatoes were from 
$4 to $4.50 a bushel. 

The total value of the seed potatoes distributed by the Com- 
mission was approximately $115,400. Without the aid of the 
Commission, or a similar agency, the farmers would have been 
unable to get enough seed potatoes at any price. The lower 
prices enabled many farmers to procure potatoes locally at the 
same price. 

Aside from supplying seed potatoes direct, the Commission 
furnished its county representatives with exchange lists, put 
them in touch with other supplies, and cooperated with the 
Mayor Mitchel Food Committee in helping to distribute the 
seed potatoes furnished by that Committee. 
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A tabular statement of the seed potatoes distributed through 
this Commission is here given: 



County 



Potatoes bought Potatoes bought 



Albany . ... 
Allegany . . . 
Broome . . . . 
Cattaraugus . 
Cayuga . . . . 
Chautauqua . 
Chenango . . 
Delaware . . . 
Dutchess . . . 

Erie 

Essex 

Franklin . . . 

Fulton 

Genesee . . . . 
Herkimer . . 
Jefferson . . . 

Lfewis 

Livingston . . 
Montgomery . 

Nassau 

Niagara . . . . 
Oneida . . . . 

Orange 

Oswego . . . . 

Otsego 

Putnam . . . . 
Rensselaer . . 
Rockland . . . 
St. Lawrence 
Saratoga . . . 
Schenectady 

Seneca 

Steuben . . . . 
SuUivan . . . . 

Tioga 

Tompkins . . 

Ulster 

Warren . . . . 

Wayne 

Westchester . 
Wyoming . . . 
Yates 



through the 
Commission 

(bushels) 

1,979% 

674 
1, 210 
3,743 



605 



1,224 

625 

1,253 



835 



2,061 
7, 859-1^ 
1,220 
893 



1,815 
3, 8021/^ 



2,034 



1,893 



2, 0241/2 
600 
688 



626 

1,288 
605 V2 



1, 220 
605 



700 



Total 



42,083% 



by county 
representatives 
( bushels ) 

300 

4,224 

290 



200 

1,815 

800 

100 



4, 254% 
4,200 
2,000 
85 

600 

200 







1. 


755 

,815 




6. 
2. 


,900 
600 
250 
150 


129 
425 




. 6, 


88 
908 


200 
500 
700 


1, 


815 


288 
60 


42, 


651 



GRAIN 



Through the cooperation of the State Department of Agri- 
culture, the Commission procured a list of the sources of supply 
of grains for seed. This was reduplicated and copies were for- 
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warded to the county representatives. By this means the farmers 
were able to get spring wheat, seed oats, com, ensilage com, 
barley, beans, alfalfa, and other required grains for seeds. The 
Commission was unable to supply field peas and soy beans 
because of their scarcity. 

Buckwheat 

The great shortage of seed buckwheat and the very high prices 
asked for this seed, caused the Commission to purchase several 
thousand bushels and supply it to the farmers at cost. This seed 
was distributed through the same channels as were seed potatoes, 
at prices ranging from $3.90 to $4.25 a hundred pounds. The 
prices asked for this seed locally ranged from about $4.35 to 
$6.50 a hundred pounds. Thus a large quantity of buckwheat 
was made available at a lower price than could have been secured 
otherwise. 

Many thousand bushels of buckwheat seed were also supplied 
to the farmers indirectly through the Commission, which referred 
the farmers to sources of supply and enabled them to procure this 
seed at the same price as was paid by the Commission. 

A tabular statement of the buckwheat handled by the Commis- 
sion is here given: 

County Number of pounds 

Albany 9, 800 

Broome 2, 000 

Chautauqua 97, 800 . 

Columbia 53, 200 • 

Delaware 9, 700 

Ihitchess 3, 200 

Erie •. 41, 000 

Pulton 600 

Greene 5, 500 

Herkimer 3, 500 

Jefferson 4, 600 

Livingston 500 

Madispn 44, 360 

Monroe 200 

Nassau 600 

Niagara 1 , 200 

Onondaga 2, 000 

Ontario 1, 200 

Orange 4, 600 

Orleans 5, 300 

Rensselaer 3, 500 

Rockland 6, 100 

Saratoga * 8, 100 

Schenectady 5, 600 

Seneca 500 

Steuben 5, 200 
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County Number of pounds 

Suffolk l,70a 

Sullivan 600 

Tompkins 2, 000 

Ulster 50,200 

Washington 2, 400 

Westchester 100 

Yates 600 

Total 377,360 = (6289y3 bushels) 



Winter wheat 

To meet the demand for winter w&eat seed, the county repre- 
sentatives inspected the crop in the fields and furnished exchange 
lists of farmers who had fields the wheat from which was suit- 
able for seed. These lists are available to those looking for seed 
wheat this fall. 

The Commission also compiled and circulated among its county 
representatives a list of dealers having available seed for winter 
wheat. 

Spring wheat 

•Some of the county representatives of the Commission inspected 
many fields of spring wheat, and some of the better fields should 
be reserved for seed purposes. 

FERTILIZERS 

After investigating the sources of fertilizer supplies the Com- 
mission found that it was unable to procure fertilizers for a 
lower price than that quoted to local agents. Under the present 
situation, it did not seem advisable for the Commission to handle 
fertilizers. The Commission urged the farmers in each com- 
munity to organize locally to purchase their fertilizers in car- 
loads, either directly or through local agents, as might be found 
best. 

The county representatives have been given the names of manu- 
facturers of fertilizers, and their quotations, and have been 
instructed by the Commission to assist in every way possible in 
forming local organizations, emphasizing the need of utilizing all 
car space to the maximum capacity. It is doubtful whether the 
demand for fertilizers can be met, because of car shortage and 
inability of the manufacturers to procure raw materials. 
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BINDER TWINE 



There are indications that many cordage companies are not 
manufacturing hard twine this year, because of the shortage of 
the supply of fiber from Mexico and other sections producing 
the raw material. The price of binder twine is unusually high, 
but the manufacturers will probably be able to supply it. 

The Commission did not think it advisable to purchase binder 
twine, but it has furnished the names of companies from whom 
the twine can be obtained. 

SILOS 

A questionnaire on silos was sent to county representatives and 
advisory councilmen. The replies indicated that the demand for 
materials could be filled through the regular channels, and that 
the silo situation wag well taken care of in the dairy sections. 

MILK SUPPLY 

It is desirable to maintain at least the usual milk supply of 
the State, and the Commission has gone on record that it cannot 
too strongly recommend that every farmer should consider the 
practicability of breaking up more hay and pasture land in the 
coming season to increase the acreage of non-perishable products, 
should raise those crops that are best adapted to his land, equip- 
ment, and system of farming, and should maintain his prasent 
milk supply. 

The high prices of grain feeds during the past spring has tended 
to make the production of milk unprofitable. Because of the 
lateness of the season the high point in the milk flow was not 
reached until later than usual, but due to the frequent rains this 
flow was kept up later than usual. Indications are that the 
supply of ensilage and corn in this State will be very short, and 
unquestionably this will affect the supply of milk this winter. 

The shortage of the ensilage crop must be supplemented by the 
use of high-conoentrate feeds if the milk supply is to be main- 
tained. Because of the high cost of feed, the 'Commission 
deemed it advisable to investigate the supply of, and the market 
for, feed for dairy cattle. Accordingly it sent to Washington 
representatives to ascertain the Government's plans and to gather 
information. These representatives then went to Chicago and 
took up the matter with representatives of the American Feed 
Manufacturers' Association. 
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After the Xew York State Food Supply Commission's confer- 
ence in Syracuse on July 5 and 6, the matter of cooperative 
purchasing of dairy feed was taken up with the DairjTnen's 
League. As a result of this, the Dairymen's League, through its 
board of directors, voted to put into operation a plan to supply 
fuel to the farmers at as low a price as possible. A copy of the 
plan which was adopted by the Dairymen's League follows, 
because of its interest in this connection: 

1. The Dairymen's League shaU establish ajid maintain a central feed 
office in connection with its central office in New York City. It shall imme- 
diately arrange for the manufacture and sale of feeds according to the for- 
mulas approved by the New York State College of Agriculture. 

The indorsement of the Dairymen's League shall appear upon all the bags 
of all manufacturers authorized by the L«igue. 

All orders for feed shall be approved and recorded in this central office. 

Tlie central office shall assist in handling transportation difficulties and see 
to it that there are no delays in delivery. 

2. Feed siiull be distributed by local purchasing agents recommended by 
the local branches, acceptable to the manufacturers, and approved by the 
executive committee of the Dairymen's League. 

The local purchasing agent shall solicit orders, make up the car, send in 
orders, collect money, pay for the car, notify members when car arrives, 
check out car, and adjust local difficulties, etc. 

The maximum price for feed shall be three dollars ($3^.00) per ton above 
the wholesale price at the time purchase is made. 

A member of the Dairymen's League in good standing shall receive the 
following discounts: 

If he takes an entire carload for his own consumption, pays cash, and 
takes the feed from the car, two dollars and iifty cents ($2.50) per ton 
discount. 

The reason for thus placing orders for carloads through the local pur- 
chasing agent is to secure disinterested checking of quality and quantity of 
feed, taking care of complaints, and other usual services rendered by retail 
dealers. 

If he orders in less than carload lots, pays cash, and takes feed from the 
car, two dollars ($2.00) per ton discount. 

If he pays cash and takes feed from storap-e house within five days after 
notification of arrival of car, one dollar ($1.00) per ton discount. 

Xo discounts shall be allowed on Dairymen's League feeds sold to farmers 
who are not members of the League or to members who are not in good 
standing. 

The executive comniitleo. of the Dairymen's League shall furnish to each 
local purchasing o^ent, a list of League members who are in good standing 
in that locality. 

3. The local purchasing agent shall solicit standing orders to make up cars 
to maximum capacity. In case it is not possible to make a full car at con- 
venient intervals, he should have storage space to order enough to make up 
the balance of the car. This extra feed will enable him to carry a feeder 
from' one car to the next in case the feeder should run short of feed before 
the next car airivcs. 

4. Where possible, it is advisable for each local branch of the Dairymen's 
League to recommend a local feed dealer to act as its purchasin^r agent under 
a contract which will accord with the plan as outlined in Paragraph 2. 
Where this is not possible a branch sliall recommend one of its members as 
purchasing agent who is in a position and qualified to handle the business 
in a business-like way. 

5. The feed shall come directly from the manufacturer put up in one 
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hundred (100) pound net weight bags with the guarantee that the contents 
of the bag are satisfactory a!s to quality. 

6. If the feed is not satisfactory, a committee composed of the local pur- 
chasing agent, a representative of the manufacturer, and tlie member or 
members receiving such feed, is authorized to make due allowance for the 
difference. In case no satisfactory agreement can be reached by this com- 
mittee, the executive committee of the Dairymen's League shall appoint a 
committee who shall have full power to legislate on such matter. 

7. All manufacturers in accepting an order must send the feed guaranteed 
in accordance with Paragraphs 6 and 6. 

S. A regulaj" wholesale price slicet shall be sent weekly to authorized local 
agents and the central office of the Dairymen's league by the manufacturers. 
A special price sheet shall be issued when there is a change of fifty (50) 
cents per ton in any feed listed. 

0. All the business carried on throughout this system shall be done on a 
cash basis. This will insure all parties concerned against any liability 
from any source. This not only insures all parties involved but reduces the 
cost of the feed which would be increased if any element of chance or failure 
were to enter into the plan. Cars are to be shipped draft attached to bill of 
lading. 

10. Farmers will find it to their advantage to buy feed through this sys- 
tem, not only because of better prices, but also because of the guarantee. 
which they are able to get. 

These plans are subject to change and modification by the executive com*, 
mittee of the Dairymen's T-«ague. 

This plan has already been made public and circulated 
throughout the State. It has met with approval, and the League 
has been assured of the hearty cooperation of the feed dealers 
generally. The plan will be put into effect as soon as the neces- 
sary machinery for its operation can be put in motion. ■! 

In formulating this plan it was deemed inadvisable on the 
pail; of the Dairymen's League to disturb the present channels. 
The placing on the market of a first-class feed, manufactured 
according to the formula submitted by the Xew York State 
College of Agriculture and guaranteed by the Dairymen's 
League, at a price consistent with its quality, will assure the 
farmers of an available sup])ly. 

The already establivshod State Grange Purchasing Agency 
affords another channel for buying first-class feeds at prices as 
low as are possible for feeds of this quality. 

Reports of the slaughter of dairy cattle from sections of the 
countr\' supplying milk to the large cities give cause for grave 
concern. This extraordinary slaughter of the dairy cow has 
been, and is, due to the very attractive prices paid for beef 
cattle, the scarcity of labor on dairy farms, the high cost of 
feeds, and the low returns for milk, which are not adequate to 
meet the cost of production. 

The demand for products manufactured from milk has already 
made inroads upon the normal supply of raw milk for the large 
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cities. This is particularly true as to condensed milk, and it 
has been shown that manufacturers of condensed milk have been 
able to pay prices sufficiently high to draw raw milk from its 
usual channels. As a result, this has a tendency to raise the 
prices for milk going to the liquid milk market and to decrease 
the amount of butter manufactured. 

To foster the dairy industry and put it on a more intelligent 
and efficient basis, the Commission has been able, through the 
State College of Agriculture, to secure the services of a com- 
petent man to stimulate the present agencies already in the field. 

POULTRY 

Through the committee of the New York State Federation of 
Poultry Associations, the Commission has planned to carry on 
several educational campaigns, each one emphasizing an important 
method to be followed in the efficient management of poultry 
flocks, with the object of enabling poultry keepers to produce 
eggs and poultry flesh in spite of abnormally high-priced feed, 
labor, and equipment. These educational campaigns are con- 
ducted as single units, and during the special season when the 
methods advocated can be most advantageously and effectively 
applied. 

The first campaign, and the only one that has been carried 
forward, is that emphasizing the importance of culling the poultry 
flocks. Since the culling of unproductive fowls, when they cease 
to lay, can be done most effectively from July 1 to November 1, 
the campaign is not yet completed. By practicing the methods 
advocated, farmers can select, by means of external charactei'?, 
the fowls that have become unproductive, and thus retain the 
desirable and market the unproductive fowls. By this means six 
distinct and important results are accomplished: 

1. The unprofitable fowls are discarded and financial loss 
is thus avoided. 

2. The food that the unprofitable fowls would have con- 
' sumed is released for profitable use. 

3. A large quantity of poultry food becomes available for 
human food early in the season instead of late in the fall. 

4. A congestion of the late fall market is avoided, with its 
consequent depression of price to the producer. 

5. The reduced flock which is retained can be handled 
' more efficiently and more profitably. 
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6. Superior results are obtained by breeding from the 
most profitable birds only, instead of from the average of the 
flock This has a value which cannot be estimated because 
it will extend for generations. By the methods of selection 
advocated, the consumer and the producer both gain. 

In the accompanying table is given an estimate based on actual 
results obtained in similar campaigns in other years. These 
results might reasonably be expected if a stock selection could 
be extended to include all counties of the State. In this table 
two sets of estimates are shown, one based on the possibility of 
reaching 100 per cent of the poultry, the other based on reaching 
only 8 per cent — the latter proportion being conservative, and 
considerablv less than has been reached in some counties. It is 
seen, from the figures submitted, that if only 8 per cent of the 
poultry should be selected, there would result a saving of 2121 
tons of feed, worth $127,260. In addition to this, the increase 
in egg production next year, due to the fact that only the profit- 
able fowls are retained instead of the average of the flock, would 
be 431,600 dozen eggs, worth $129,480. 
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Among other campaigns to be waged during the year are: 

1. To emphasize the importance of hatching chickens at the 
right time in order to secure the most profitable production. 
This would result in vastly increasing the number of eggs pro- 
duced in periods of greatest scarcity, namely, the fall and winter 
months. 

2. To rear chickens in large flocks by less expensive and more 
eflScient methods. This would result in making it possible for 
persons to rear many more fowls than they do at the present time. 

3. To increase the keeping of purebred poultry, bred for uni- 
formity and superiority in type of body and egg and in productive- 
ness. 

4. To advocate the remodeling of poultry buildings and plants 
on an efficiency basis. This would decrease labor and first cost 
of construction, and reduce mortality because of better ventilation 
and more sanitary conditions. 

In the campaign conducted, the staffs of the Department of 
Poultry Husbandry of the New York State College of Agricul- 
ture and the secondary agricultural schools have furnished all the 
men without extra compensation. Frequently the lecturers and 
demonstrators have volunteered for this service during their regu- 
lar vacation periods. The farm bureau managers and the officers 
of poultry associations have given freely of their time and money 
in advertising meetings and* in providing free transportation. 

Up to September 1, work had been done in fourteen counties. 
Seven persons had been en/gjaged for part or all of their time, and 
sixty-eight days had been devoted to the work. 

Summary of SELECTioisr Campaiox to Septeaiber 1, 1917 

Representative Place Davs fowls 

pledged 

T. D. Brooks Chenango County 2 1, 660 

H. E. Botsford Rockland County 5 17^ 394 

W. G. Krum Ulster County 4 ' . , 

W. O. Krum Cortland County 4 ........ 

W. G. Krum Bath, Steuben County 1 ........ 

W. G. Krum Dutchess County 5 21, 795 

\y. G. Krum Wayne County 6 

J. E. Rice Congers, Rockland County 1 ........ 

J. E. Rice Black River, Jefferson County. * 1 ........ 

E. W. Benjamin Yates County * . . 2 

1m M. Hurd Allegany County 6 7, i49 

L. M. Hurd Delaware County 6 

If. M. Hurd Broome County 6 ........ 

L. M. Hurd Chenango County 6 ........ 

1*. M. Hurd Otsego Coun-ty .' 6 

O. C. Krum Saratoga County 6 

O. C. Krum Bath, Steuben County 1 .......] 
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Demonstrations have been scheduled for the following counties 
after September 1 : 



Westchester 


Madison 


Albany 


Chemung 


. Schoharie 


Jefferson 


Orange 


Orleans 


Nassau 


Tompkins 


Chautauqua 


Suffolk 


Tioga 


Sullivan 


Greene 


St. Lawrence 


Warren 





Poultry farm survey 

A survey sheet has been extensively circulated in order to ascer- 
tain the poultry situation in the State. About 400 of the surveys 
have been returned. 



REPORT OF THE DIVISION OF TRANSPORTATION AND 

MACHINERY 

S. J. T. Bush, Commissioner in Charge 

The Division of Transportation and Machinery of the N'ew 
York State Food Supply Commission was placed in charge of 
'Commissioner Seth J. T. Bush, President of the Western ITew" 
York Horticultural Society. Mr. F. G. Behrends, of Ithaca, ^N'ew 
York, was appointed assistant to Commissioner Bush, and took 
charge of the management of the various machines and of the 
office details of the work on May 15, 1917. 

TRANSPORTATION 

The nation-wide call for increased production, and the enormous 
demands put upon the railroads, were bound to result in congestion, 
of freight, embargoes, lack of equipment, and delays in transit. 
The Commission, therefore, decided to organize a division of trans- 
portation, to aid the farmers of the State in obtaining prompt 
deliveries of agricultural commodities and supplies. 

On April 26 the following letter was sent to each of the impor- 
tant railroads operating in ISTew York State : 

This Commission is very anxious to expedite in every way potjsible the 
delivery of seed, feed, fertilizer, spraying material, agricultural machinery, 
lime, and drain tile, all of which are urgently needed for increased production 
of foodstuffs in this State. Will you kindly have your Company write me 
the assrurance that the above commodities will be given preferential delivery 
by your road ? Energetic action will be necessary if we are to secure a normal 
production, to say nothing of increasing it. Be sure to advise me to whom 
all complaints should be addressed by mail and wire, to secure the most 
prompt attention. 

The replies to the letter were prompt, each road expressing its 
desire to cooperate. A list of the officials to whom complaints 
should be addressed was incorporated in a circular letter and sent 
to each county representative. Many complaints were received 
of delay in delivery of agricultural supplies, notably seeds, ferti- 
lizer, and machinery, and the county representatives were advised 
that it would be well for them to handle such complaints as 
directly as possible in order that delay might be obviated. Com- 
plaints relating to delay in delivery of shipments originating with- 
out the State were to be reported to the Commission of Car 
Service, No. 710 13th Street, Washington, D. C, and complaints 
relating to shipments originating within the State were to be 

[116] 



117 

referred to the efficials of the road on which the shipment orig- 
inated. These complaints were to state: (1) commodity shipped; 
(2) name and address of shipper; (3) name and address of con- 
signee; (4) name of railroad on which shipment originated; (5) 
point of shipment; (6) car number, and initial in which shipment 
was made. The information was also to include the routing of 
the car. 

A copy of each complaint was to be sent at once to the Albany 
office, in order that the matter might be followed up and given 
vigorous attention. Himdreds of complaints were handled directly 
through the county representatives without going through the 
Albany office, thus saving considerable time and assuring the 
quickest possible delivery of shipments. Blank forms supplied 
to the representatives, when properly filled out and sent to the 
railroad, gave all necessary data for locating a shipment. 

About May 1 the first poster of this Division was issued, con- 
taining this notice : "Are your shipments of seeds, fertilizer, and 
machinery being held up ? Can you get what you need ? " This 
was sent broadcast over the State, and brought the matter to the 
attention of thousands of farmers. 

More than 200 complaints of delay in transportation of impor- 
tant agricultural products were handled by the Albany office in 
addition to those handled directly at the local county offices. The 
number of complaints, however, is really no fair indication of the 
volume of business, for the reason that some complaints involved 
a large number of shipments and in some cases a general con- 
dition. The complaints handled may be divided into four groups: 

embargoes, insufficient equipment, lost shipments, and delayed 
shipments. 

Complaints of embargoes were mostly of a general nature, and 
not of single specific shipments. They involved farm machinery^ 
lumber for silos, drain tile, clay from which drain tile are made, 
fruit baskets, and packages. In each case the embargo either was 
raised or was modified to allow the movement of these commodities. 

Complaints of insufficient equipment arose from the railroads' 
not supplying sufficient rolling stock to move certain products. 
The railroads have done all within their power to relieve this 
situation and have supplied the needed equipment. 

Lost and delayed shipments were traced, and most of them were 
located and delivered. In the case of those which could not be 
located, the shippers were advised as to the proper offieialwith 
whom they should take up the matter of settlement. 
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Nearly one-half of the complaints involved the shipment of 
seeds. Fertilizers and machinery came next. 

MACHINERY 

Tractors 

Believing that through the use of farm tractors and tillage 
implements the agricultural products of New York State could 
be largely increased, the Commission purchased forty-two tractors 
of the following makes and power: Case 9-18 with two-bottom 
plow; Case 10-20 with three-bottom plow ; Mogul &-16 with two- 
bottom plow, disk harrow, tandem cutaway harrow, and 60-tooth- 
peg harrow; Titan 10-20 with three-bottom plow, disk harrow, 
tandem cutaway harrow, and 70-tooth-peg harrow. The aim in 
purchasing these machines was threefold: first, to increase the 
number of acres plowed and tilled during the season of 1917; 
secondly, to demonstrate the feasibility of such aid by the State; 
and thirdly, to test the practicability of the tractor under New 
York conditions. 

During the month of May, sixteen tractors were placed in 
various counties of the State; during the months of June and 
July, sixteen additional tractors were placed; and during the 
months of August and September, ten more were placed. These 
tractors were lent to a county farm bureau association, to a county 
home defense committee, or to a group of responsible farmers 
who organized. The contract was executed in fach case between 
one of the above organizations and this ConMnission. The organi- 
zation receiving a machine paid to this Commission a deprecia- 
tion charge to partly cover the mechanical wear on the machine. 
This charge varied with the size of the machine borrowed and with 
the length of the season available for its use. The tractors and 
equipment thus turned over to the organization by this Commis- 
sion remained the property of the State and under its control and 
supervision. 

The organization guaranteed to plow at least a minimum num- 
ber of acres, this minimum varying with the size of the machine 
and the length of the season available for its use. It further agreed 
to hire an operator, purchase all fuel and oils necessary for opera- 
tion, make all necessary repairs, and charge the farmers of its 
particular community so much per hour or per acre, just enough 
to cover all expenses of operation. The local supervision of the 
machines was placed in the hands of the county farm bureau 
manager or the county representative of the Commission. A com- 
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petent tractor engineer was hired by the State, whose duties con- 
sisted in visiting the various state-owned machines, inspecting 
them, aiding in repairing them, and training men for operators. 

The season was unusually wet and a number of tractors could 
not be used to their utmost capacity. Many reports show that 
some of these machines were compelled to be idle for more than 
half the time because of weather conditions. Reports for the past 
month show a great increase in the amount of work done by each 
machine, and the prospects are that these state-owned machines 
will yet plow between 2500 and 3000 acres of land for wheat, 
rye, and other fall plowing. Results must be judged in the light 
of the unusual season and the fact that many of these tractors 
were not placed until late in August. 

The state tractors have plowed more than 3000 acres, har- 
rowed more than 4000 acres, and worked on at least 150 farms. 
In most cases the farmers were well satisfied, and in one county 
the fields to be plowed totaled several hundred acres. At the 
present time all tractors are placed and there are demands for 
several more which cannot be filled. During those times of the 
year when there is little demand for plowing, the machines have 
been used for such work as drilling, mowing, hauling in hay, and 
filling silos. There has been little idleness, therefore, for some 
machines. 

Ditching machines 

The drainage problem is one of the largest problems facing the 
farmers of New York State. Recognizing this, the Commission 
purchased, during the late summer, three large power ditching 
machines, capable of excavating 75 rods or more in a ten-hour 
day. 

The demand for these machines by the various counties of the 
State far exceeded the supply. One of the machines started work 
on August 24, was idle seven days for repairs, and excavated 
approximately 1100 rods to September 15. Another machine 
was started on August 13, was idle because of rain two days 
and because of repairs one day, and excavated approximately 600 
rods of ditch to September 15. The third machine began work 
on September 4, was idle eight days for repairs, and excavated 
approximately 80 rods of ditch. So far the machines have dug 
approximately 1800 rods of ditch. 

These machines were lent to farm bureau associations, the 
contract embodying the following agreements: the organization 
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was to pay this Commission a depreciation charge of ten cents 
a rod for the mechanical wear on the machine ; it was to hire an 
operator and his helper, purchase all oil, fuel, and supplies, make 
all necessary repairs, and charge the farmer fifty cents a rod for 
a 3-foot ditch, the price increasing according to scale up to a 
5-foot ditch. The Commission furnished the services of two 
expert drainage engineers to lay out the land ahead of these 
machines. More than 12,000 rods are contracted ahead of the 
machines, and this is much more than they will be able to do 
this fall. 

Prices on various sizes of clav and concrete tile were obtained 
from many manufacturers. These prices were incorporated in a 
circular letter and sent to all representatives interested in tile 
drainage. Data referring to the advisability, cost, and procedure 
in the manufacture of concrete tile were collected for another 
circular letter. 

Sprayers 

During the spring an increased potato acreage was urged. 
Appreciating that much of the benefit of this increased acreage 
would be lost should the potato blight attack the crop, the Com- 
mission purchased a limited number of potato sprayers. These 
machines were lent through county representatives to a com- 
munity, to a county farm bureau association, to a county home 
defense committee, or to an organized group of responsible 
farmers. In the contract the organization guaranteed to the 
Commission that at least 50 acres, and not more than 100 acres, 
would bo sprayed; that a depreciation charge of $25 would be 
paid to the Commission ; and that the applications would be prop- 
erly made under the guidance of an expert. It was the policy 
of the Commission not to lend these machines to a group of 
farmer? who organized themselves for the purpose of borrowing 
one of these sprayers, but only to those groups of farmers who 
found it impossible to get a potato sprayer for themselves through 
some local agency. 

These machines have sprayed 49 acres four time?;, 311 acres 
three times, 208 acres two times, and 2'OS acres one time, making 
a total of 776 acres. They have worked on 141 farms. 

Many gratifying: results have come from the potato spray work. 
Aside from the direct value of the potato crop saved by these 
machines, they have demonstrated to farmers the importance 
of spraying. 



FINANGIAL STATEMENT 

October 20, 1917. 

Deab Sib. — Transmitted herewith is the financial report of 
the New York State Food Supply Commission; the activities 
of this Commission being terminated by the provisions of Chap- 
ter 813 of the Laws of 1917. 

Very truly yours, 

JOSEPH H. WILSON, 

Auditor^ State Defense Council. 
To 

Honorable Ciiaeles S. Wilsox, 

Member, State Defense Council^ 

Albany, New York. 



FINANCIAL KEPORT OF THE NEW YORK STATE FOOD 

SUPPLY COMMISSION 

Under the terms of Chapter 369 of the Laws of 1917, the State 
Defense Council assumed control of the incurrence of liabilities 
and the approval of expenditures of the New York State Food 
Supply Commission as created by Chapter 205 of the Laws of 
1917. The New York State Food Supply Commission having 
been in operation from April 17, 1917, liabilities were contracted 
prior to the advent of the State Defense Council. A statement was 
rendered to the State Defense Council, presumably setting forth 
all liabilities incurred to May 4, but subsequently many accounts 
proved this statement to be incorrect, for under the conditions 
of compilation, latitude had to be given to the formation of 
the Commission and extensive operations that were begun — for 
example, the formation of the county organization offices and 
the taking of the agricultural census; so that in order that the 
files of the State Defense Council would be complete, and that 
the system of authorizations as required by Chapter 369 of the 
Laws of 1917 would entail a completed cycle of operation, it 
was decided that all liabilities that were incurred prior to May 4 
were to be set forth upon authorization blanks with the letter 
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" X '' as a distinctive mark. These authorizations were at no 
time to be considered State Defense 'Council authorizations, but 
were merely for the purpose of recording and charging liabilities 
incurred or expenditures made. Therefore this report will contain 
the two conditions, the designated " X " authorizations to May 4 
and the authorizations by the State Defense Council from 
May 4 to the present date; but, due to the fact that the entire 
expenditure is controlled by the authorizations as issued, the 
report can be considered as a single condition. The total amount 
entered upon the books under the designated " X " authorizations 
was $38,849.27, and under authorizations as provided by chap- 
ter 369 of the Laws of 1917 was $185,722.38, making a total 
carried by both classes of authorizations $224,671.65. The 
expenditures liquidating liabilities incurred prior to May 4, 
were by terms of chapter 205 to be approved by the Governor. 
The expenditures subsequent to May 4, were to be approved by 
the State Defense Council. Until the advent of the State Defense 
Council in the activities of the New York State Food Supply 
Commission, no schedule of expenditures had been presented to 
the Comptroller for payment and it was therefore necessary 
for consideration of both conditions when schedules of expendi- 
tures were presented, therefore the control of liquidation of 
authorizations under the two conditions as above stated was in 
the hands of the auditor of the State Defense Council. The 
schedules were approved by the Governor for that portion prior 
to May 4, and by the State Defense Council for that portion 
after May 4, therefore the report of expenditures as presented 
here are expenditures that were audited by the auditor of the 
State Defense Council, either for the approval of the Governor, 
or for the approval of the Council, and being embodied in this 
report as a statement of expenditures in whole against the appro- 
priation under the terms of Chapter 205, 506, and 369 of the 
Laws of 1917. 

The activities of the State Food Supply Commission were 
divided into nine subdivisions: Administration; Food Conser- 
vation; County Organization; Schools and Colleges; Distribu- 
tion, Storage, and Marketing; Loans and Farm Lands; Farm 
Labor; Seeds, Fertilizers, and Live Stock; Transportation and 
Machinerv. These subdivisions were again divided with a specific 
purpose for each under the supervision of one of the commis- 
sioners appointed bv the Governor. The total expenditures to 
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the present date for all divisions are $212,188.51. Attached to 
and made part of this report is a statement of the expenditures 
of each of these divisions and subdivisions segregated in a 
manner in compliance with the Governor's established budget 
system. It therefore is possible to determine the exact expendi- 
ture for each of the activities undertaken by the New York State 
Food Supply Commission. The total authorizations recorded 
upon the books of the State Defense Council under the condi- 
tions previously explained was $224,571.65. The total amount 
passed upon abstract for liquidation of the above authorizations 
was $212,188.51, leaving a balance of outstanding authorizations 
of $12,383.14. 

The New York State Food Supply Commission presented to the 
State Defense Council a budget covering all the activities of the 
Commission, which budget, after due consideration by the Council, 
was accepted, and the Council authorized the contraction of liabil- 
ities to the amount stated in the revised budget, but with the 
limitation that the incurrence of a specified liability was to be 
authorized in detail upon the presentation of facts supporting the 
incurrence of the liability. 

At subsequent meetings of the Defense Council, this budget 
was supplemented by requests for additional authorizations to 
carry on an activity in excess of the budget authorization, or to 
enable the Commission to take up some new activity, which at 
the time of the preparation of the budget could not be foreseen. 
These authorizations, by resolution, were also to be controlled by 
direct Council authorizations when the items of expenditure or the 
items of liability to be incurred were presented to the Council. 
This condition would allow the continuance of all activities by the 
Food Supply Commission to their termination, or by the Food 
Control Commission, if the latter Commission so desired, within 
the appropriation provided by Chapter 205. The distribution of 
expenditure as presented in this report is a record of the distribu- 
tion upon the books of the State Defense Coimcil, taken from the 
schedule of accounts forwarded to this office for the Council's 
approval by the New York State Food Supply Commission, upon 
which the designated division to which the expense was to be 
charged was set forth. It may he possible, through the lack of 
proper information transmitted either to the Audit Bureau of the 
New York State Food Supply Commission or to the State Defense 
Council, that certain items may not be properly distributed, but I 
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consider that, due to the maimer in which many of these expendi- 
tures were reported, the segregation is as proper as could be 
possibly determined. 

By the provisions of Chapter 506 of the Laws of 1917, the Food 
Supply Commission was empowered to create a Capital Fund to 
carry on certain activities. The Commission therefore applied 
to the State Defense Council for the authorization of a Capital 
Fund in the sum of $20,000 for the purpose of purchasing seeds 
to be sold in the farming districts. At a later date, the Commis- 
sion applied to the State Defense Council for an authorization of 
a Capital Fund in the sum of $10,000 for the purpose of distribut- 
ing farm labor. Prior to the authorization of $20,000 for seeds, 
there was expended the sum of $1,714 for the purchase of buck- 
wheat seed. The proceeds from the sale of this buckwheat was 
applied by the Commission to the Capital Fund established for this 
purpose, therefore making the total Capital Fund, under the 
Division of Seeds, Fertilizers, and Live Stock, $Sl,7l4. The State 
Defense Council, having no jurisdiction or any faculty of keeping 
record of the various transactions under the latter Capital Funds, 
therefore records the amounts withdrawn from the general fund 
in totals. 

Appropriation by Chapter 205, Laws of 1917 $500,000 00 

Total expenditures 212,188 51 

Cash balance $287,811 49 

Appropriation by Chapter 205, Laws of 1917 $500,000 00 

Authorized by State Defense Council 224,571 65 

Unauthorized balance $275,428 35 



New York State Food Supply CoM^nssioN 

Total Expendihires 

Personal service $63,955 46 

Printing 12,770 95 

Advertising 17 53 

Equipment 59,091 72 

Supplies 7,299 24 

Traveling expenses 26,493 16 

Communication 12,431 45 
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General plant service $ 15 00 

Rent 114 00 

Farm labor (capital) 10,000 00 

Seeck, fertilizers, and live atock (cajntiil) 20,000 00 



$212,188 51 



Administration 

Personal service 

Printing 

Equipment 

Supplies 

Traveling expenses 

Communication 



$7,747 88 
3,789 99 
4,374 84 
1,878 21 
847 23 
5,341 75 



$23,979 90 



Food Conservation 
Expenditures 



Personal service . . . 

Printing 

Eqxupment 

Supplies 

Traveling expenses 
Communication.. . . 

Total 



Total 
expendi- 
tures 



$20,662 87 

1,279 07 

24 49 

1,220 97 

6,158 31 

764 01 



$30,099 72 



Administra- 
tion 



$1,707 17 
953 37 
24 49 
809 42 
234 36 
619 75 



$4,248 56 



Rural food 
conserva- 
tion 



$11,978 70 



City food 
conserva- 
tion 



S10,538 50 
294 00 


$2,687 05 






14 22 




1,090 98 
37 00 


44 47 
5 15 



$2,736 67 



Insect and 

plant 

control 



$5,732 15 
31 70 

" 397 33 

4,782 50 
192 11 



$11,135 79 



County Organizatio-n 
Expenditures 



Personal service. . . 

Printing 

Equipment 

Supplies 

Traveling expenses 
Communication. . . 

General plant 

Rent 

Total 



Total 
expendi- 
tures 



$18,652 39 

6,150 16 

462 91 

1.925 03 
5,195 53 

3.926 64 
15 00 
14 00 



$36,341 66 



Administra- 
tion 



$ 101 80 

3,856 71 

115 00 

116 10 
312 89 
497 40 



$4,999 90 



County 

or!79n'za- 

tiona 



$16,303 55 
1,588 03 
259 93 
1,137 46 
3,579 79 
2,445 64 

i4 66 



$25,328 40 



Afljri- 
cultural 
census 



$2,247 04 

705 42 

87 98 

671 47 

1,302 85 

983 60 

15 00 



$6,013 3d 
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Schools and Colleges 
Expenditures 



Personal service 

Printing 

Advertising 

Equipment 

Supplies 

Traveling expenses. . . 
Communication 

Total 



Total 

ezpendif 

tures 



; 6,778 93 

194 08 

6 00 

83 03 

467 62 

11.268 30 

1.443 64 



$19,231 60 



Adminis- 
tration 


Agri- 
cultural 
census 


Farm 
cadet 
super- 
vision 


Military- 
training 

com- 
mission 


$675 49 
69 85 

"i53'i3 
7 70 


$ 602 87 

61 87 

"""44'48 

8,175 60 

866 90 


$ 133 69 

72 36 

""78*78 

2,078 37 

330 46 


$2,268 62 

""6 '66 

83 03 

344 36 

441 26 

229 92 


$906 17 


$9,741 62 


$2,693 56 


$3,363 08 



Farm 
cadet 
camp 



$2,108 46 



410 05 
8 66 

$2,527 07 



Distribution, Storage^ and Marketing 

Expenditiures 



Personal service . . , 

Printing 

Equipment 

Supplies 

Traveling expenses 
Communication. . . 

Total 



Total 
expenditures 



$2,782 44 

212 54 

378 03 

32 86 

171 96 

8 37 



$3,686 18 



Adminis- 
tration 



$2,407 44 

212 54 

378 03 

32 86 

171 96 

8 37 



$3,211 18 



Storage and 
mariceting 



$375 00 



$375 00 



Loans and Farm Lands 
Expenditures 

Administration 

Personal service $1,788 83 

Printing 31 75 

Supplies 1 00 

Traveling expenses 444 15 

Communication .*. 16 88 

Total $2,282 61 



12T 



Farm Labor 
Expenditures 



Penonftl service. . . 

Prin ing 

Advertisi&g 

Equipment 

Supplies 

Travelinit expenses . 
Communication . . . 



Total 



Total 
expenditures 



4,196 19 
988 27 
11 53 
246 50 
58 46 
707 37 
686 77 



$6,805 09 



Administration 
Albany 



$ 3,775 67 
988 27 



24 99 
360 28 
141 21 



$5,290 42 



Administration 
New York 



Difftribution 
of farm labor 



$ 379 27 



246 50 
29 97 
26 39 

441 51 



$ 41 25 

'■'ii*63 



3 50 
320 70 
104 05 



$1,123 64 



$481 03 



Capital Fund (Cash) $10,000 00 



Seeds, Fertilizers, and Live Stock 

ExpendUwes 



Personal service . . . 

Printing 

Supplies 

Traveling expenses. 
Communication . . . . 



Total. 



Total 
expenditures 



$866 14 

66 15 

55 

494 24 

35 23 



$1,462 31 



Adminis- 
tration 



$866 14 

66 15 

55 

375 40 

34 05 



$1,342 29 



Seeds, 

fertilizerB, and 

live stock 



$118 84 

1 18 



$120 02 



Capital Fund (Cash) $2'0,000' 00 

Capital Fund (Supplies) 1,714 00 



Transportatio'xV and Machinery 
ExpenditvreB 

AdminUtration 

Personal service $ 1,479 70 

Printing 58 94 

Equipment 53,520 92 

Supplies 1 55 

Traveling expenses 1,216 08 

Communication 218 26 

Rent 100 00 

Total , $56,595 54 
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Report of Authorizations Outstanding 
The Followina Authorizations Canceled in Part 



Authorisation 
number 



X-241.. 
X-272. . 
X-273.. 
X-274. . 
X-279.. 

X-7 

X-14-29 
X-293.. 
X-295.. 

53.. 

56.. 

58.. 

68.. 

69.. 
2.. 
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4 

14 
16 
17 

18 
26 
35 
84 
86 
101 
110 
111 
112 
113 
116 
117 
118 
121 
123 
140 
152 
165 
167 
168 
169 
187 
188 
189 
190 
301 
303 
304 
378 
411 
461 
462 
463 
464 
488 
509 
512 
513 
538 
652 
653 
654 
656 
657 
665 
678 
688 



Amount 
authorued 



$ 35 00 

60 00 

45 00 

210 00 

280 00 

99 33 

344 44 

660 25 

898 00 

50 00 

500 

36 00 

22 50 

30 00 

2.000 00 

18,456 78 



2,173 65 



4 

3 

6 

25 



75 
00 
50 
00 



185 44 



18 

7 

6 

4 

25 

20 

16 

2 

2 

7 

45 

3 

29 

815 

97 

4 

35 

5 

15 

5 

3 

7 

2,437 

1,308 

3,452 

65 

4 

1.505 

813 

580 

1.305 

12 

6 

5 

6 

15 

15 

5 

9 

304 

45 

5 

42 

42 



00 
00 
08 
50 
00 
00 
50 
50 
50 
00 
00 
25 
90 
40 
50 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
50 
70 
79 
61 
00 
00 
90 
49 
79 
03 
60 
00 
50 
00 
00 
00 
50 
50 
00 
00 
50 
00 
30 



Warrant 
number 



72 

72 

72 

39 

344 

614 

614 

725 

628 

72 

72 

72 

39 

72 

39 

153 

33 

340 

153 

33 

244 

72 

72 

72 

72 

16 

33 

344 

344 

479 

344 

344 

515 

344 

344 

344 

344 

344 



725 
344 
344 
344 
344 
344 
344 
344 
344 
756 
26 
53 
344 
515 
69 
69 
71 
71 
340 
515 
515 
515 
515 
515 
515 
515 
515 
515 
515 
479 
479 



Amount 
paid 



$ 27 81 
55 00 

30 00 
184 75 
225 00 

99 18 
340 34 
667 75 
863 00 

38 53 
3 47 

31 30 
20 00 
27 37 

789 70 

17,435 24 



94 30 

3 95 

2 34 

3 08 
22 51 

131 13 

16 25 

6 66 

6 07 

3 48 

22 08 

14 42 

16 05 

2 08 

2 07 

6 50 

40 00 



S14 60 

75 00 

3 15 

27 19 

2 50 
13 00 

3 36 
1 10 
6 31 

2,399 59 

1,280 94 

3,450 14 

35 88 

3 25 
1,505 80 

812 49 

542 03 

1,204 93 

11 70 

5 65 

5 25 

4 48 
13 69 
13 86 

5 25 
3 60 

144 00 

42 45 

5 25 

32 00 

41 95 



Amount 
outstanding 



% 7 19 

5 00 

15 00 

25 25 

55 00 

15 

4 10 

1 50 

30 00 

11 47 

1 53 
4 70 

2 50 
2 63 

1.210 30 

1.021 54 



2,079 35 



80 


66 


2 42 


2 49 


54 31 


1 75 


34 


01 


1 02 


2 92 


5 58 


45 


42 


43 


50 


5 00 


♦3 25 


♦29 90 


80 


22 50 


85 


7 81 


2 50 


2 00 


1 64 


1 90 


1 19 


38 11 


27 85 


2 47 


29 12 


75 


10 


1 00 


38 76 


100 10 


90 


35 


25 


1 52 


1 31 


1 14 


25 


5 90 


160 00 


2 55 


25 


10 00 


35 
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Report of Authorizations Outstanding— Concluded 



AuthoriaatioD 
number 


Amount 
authorised 


Warrant 
number 


Amount 
paid 


Amount 
outstanding 


583 


$ 159 98 

76 14 

665 00 

4.044 12 

25 00 

225 00 

25 00 

5 00 

5.000 00 

45 00 

12 00 

24 40 

540 80 

2.462 29 

2.164 36 

1,552 78 

1.145 42 


153 
479 
344 
243 
515 
515 
515 


$ 158 98 

75 89 

657 00 

3.965 66 

24 45 

200 00 

24 45 


$ 1 00 


784 


26 


707 


8 00 


747 


78 46 


761 


55 


765 


25 00 


766 


55 


770 


5 00 


798 




100 00 

44 45 

10 95 

19 75 

539 15 

2.459 85 

2,158 95 

1,549 40 

1,114 40 


4,900 00 


817 


515 
515 
344 
344 
348 
329 
507 
527 


55 


818 


1 05 


838 » 


4 65 


884 


1 65 


850 


2 44 


851 


5 41 


1059 


3 38 


1071 


31 02 






Total 


$56,967 77 




$46,845 13 


$10,122 6( 









The Following Authorizations are Uncanceled 



Authorization Number 



Amotmt of Authorization 



15 

89 

91 

97 

98 

104 

178 

180 

196 

197 

384 

410 

415 

435 

456 

489 

507 

508 

515 

534 

536 

537 

540 

554 

647 

651 

655 

675 

676 

679 

680 

763 

785 

787 

5 



! 35 00 


22 00 


150 00 


8 50 


18 60 


47 75 


200 00 


21 50 


180 GO 


20 00 


79 00 


40 00 


6 00 


150 00 


160 00 


8 50 


60 00 


40 00 


58 34 


3 00 


4 75 


3 50 


3 00 


7 50 


18 00 


34 00 


7 00 


7 60 


8 00 


40 80 


8 55 


87 50 


2 00 


1 70 
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Authorvsation Number Amotmt of Authorization 

812 $ 5 00 

813 5 00 

815 20 00 

816 10 00 

819 75 00 

843 250 00 

864 7 00 

865 4 50 

866 165 00 

870 20 89 

871 13 20 

878 3 00 

909 3 00 

927 75 

936 1 7 

941 1 50 

942 1 70 

957 18 75 

958 3 20 

969 1 80 

960 46 38 

963 4 80 

964 12 80 

973 13 8 

984 5 00 

1042 1 25 

1057 13 00 

1097 10 50 

Total $2, 260 51 



APPENDIX A 

REPORT OF AGRICULTURAL CONFERENCE HELD AT SYRACUSE, 

APRIL 6 

On Friday, April 6, Commissioner of Agriculture Charles S. Wilson called 
into conference, at Syracuse, representatives of the farmers and farm interests 
of the State, to consider what steps should be taken to bring our crop pro- 
duction to its maximum to meet the demands of the present crisis. 

At this meeting, the following resolutions on plans for increasing agricul- 
tural production in New York State were adopted: 

1. It seems certain that the United States will be called upon to furnish 
an unusually large proportion of the food supply of Europe during the next 
two years, and it is imperative that our home supply oe adequate. Our 
farmers, therefore, in common with other citizens, have a patriotic duty to 
perform in meeting this situation. 

2. There will be a largely increased demand at favorable prices for all staple 
products that are non-perishable, such as the grains and beans. Farmers 
can safely break up a portion of the grass lands, provided such practice does 
not injure an adequate forage supply. There will also be an increased demand 
for perishable prcKlucts, especially potatoes, 

3. Serious losses that are preventable occur annually to our crops from 
insect pests and plant diseases. Agricultural and commercial agencies should 
cooperate with farmers in providing an adequate supply of fungicides and 
insecticides and accomplishing their effective application. 

4 The labor question is a serious one and under existing conditions farmers 
are apparently justified in paying a high wage for labor. So far as possible, 
animal power and machinery should be substituted for hand labor. As aiding 
in this direction, an increased cooperative neighborhood use of expensive 

machinery is suggested. , , , , , xi.- a 

5. Since considerable hay land will probably be broken up this year, and 

as hay is now cheap, farmers are justified in holding over all the surplus hay 

^^6^^in view of the high cost of commercial feeds for the next two years, it is 
desirable to increase the home-grown supply of grain and cultivated forage 

^^T^Large quantities of grain are now used in the manufacture of malt and 
spirituous liquors. If the food situation becomes serious, the Government 
should take steps to restrict the amount used in this way. • „ « 4.1,^ 

8. Since the distribution of food products has an important bearing on the 
food problem, the necessary steps should be taken to provide farmers with 
proper facilities for the storage of food products at convenient points. 
^9 In view of the fact that the whole grain products ha,ve as high or higher 
nutritive value than the refined cereal products, which cost several times as 
much as thosl made from the whole kernel, and in addition involve some 
wLte, hoSves should be encouraged to use the whole cereal products of 

^^la^The fact being recognized that milk, eggs, or meat are essential to a 
noimal human dTetlry! and that milk is the cheapest of these foods con- 
sum^rs.are u^^^^^^^ Lrease their use of milk and its products, mcludmg 

^^n ^Recognizing the fact that vegetables are an all-important factor of a 
good dltTe ;"^^^^^^^^^ of a good hojie garden f ould b^^ on farms 

onH in villflffea alike as a matter of health and economy. . 

12 M^asufes rfioud be taken which will encourage housekeepers to increase 
the iome preseiSn and storage of foods, such as eggs, vegetables, fruits, 

""fs^Eflorts should be made to aid the housekeeper to decrease the serious 
^i^X X'^tf ot^hrNaTon^^S'^'nference urges upon the executive 
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heads of the railroads of the United States the imperative necessity for facili- 
tating by every possible means the prompt transportation and delivery of 
farm seeds, fertilizers, feeding stuffs, farm machinery, and such other com- 
modities as are indispensable to the conduct of farming. 

15. In the event that conditions shall demand it, hd it resolved that the 
responsible educational authorities of the State be asked to consider the 
feasibility of releasing, without prejudice, from the high schools, such stu- 
dents as may be available for farm work. 

16. That it is the judgment of this conference that the proposed physical 
and military training law, in its operation, should not be allowed to inter- 
fere with the service of young men and women needed on the farm during 
the crop-growing season, and that this opinion sh9.ll be communicated to the 
proper officers of the state government. 

17. In view of the necessity of maintaining an adequate supply of farm 
products, and the fact that farm labor is already wholly inadequate for the 
normal needs of production in preparing this Nation for the present crisis, 
due consideration should be given to the necessity of maintaining an adequate 
supply of skilled labor on the farm, and that, in case conditions warrant it, 
labor on the farm should be considered as of equal import with military 
service, and enlistment for agricultural service should be recognized as service 
for the Government. 

Further resolved, that this resolution be sent to the Governor of the State 
of New York and to the Secretaries of Agriculture, War, and Navy, and to 
the Chairmen of the Committees on Agriculture and Military Affairs in the 
National Congress. 



BuUetin No. 1 April 21, 1917 

APPENDIX B 

PATRIOTIC AGRICULTURAL SERVICE COMMITTEE 

STATE OF NEW YORK 



Factors to be considered in increasing crop production 

This statement is issued to provide a basis for discussion in farmers' 
meetings to be held on Saturday, April 21, in accordance with the proclama- 
tion of the Governor of the State of New York. This bulletin attempts to set 
forth what are considered to be essential factors involved in any attempt to 
increase crop (production, and it proposes certain questions for definite 
discussion. 

Use of land 

About one-half of Xew York State is classed as improved land. According 
to the latest census this land is used for the following purposes: 

Cultivated crops 3,350,000 acres 23 per cent 

Hay and forage 5,050,000 acres 34 per cent 

Improved pasture (estimated) 6,400,000 acres 43 per cent 

14,800,000 100 

It is evident that of the so-called improved land in the State, about one- 
fourth is in cultivated crops and about three-fourths in grass. 

Milk supply. It is probable that the immediate interest of New York 
farmers is to maintain at least the present milk supply. A large percentage 
of the land in New York State is used now to produce the milk for the great 
cities within her borders. Before we consider breaking up hay or pasture 
land, we must first see whether this can be done without endangering the 
milk supply. New York farms as a whole produce a large surplus of nay. This 
is partly the result of having a fairly good hay market in the past, but also 
is due to the fact that in the past grains have been produced in the Western 
States cheaper than they could be grown in this State, and farmers have been 
justified in growing hay rather than grain. However, the present low price 
of hay and high price of grain justifies farmers in again taking up grain, and 
WE CANNOT TOO STRONGLY RECOMMEND THAT EVERY FARMER 
consider the practicaibility of breaking up more or less hay land or pasture 
land the coming season and increasing his acreage of non-perishable products, 
such as oats, barley, wheat, rye, beans, buckwheat, and corn; the crop or 
crops to be grown in each case depending on the adaptation to his land, his 
equipment, and his system of farming. Attention, however, should be called 
to the fact that the amount of hay land to be broken up will vary in different 
sections. In some counties there is little or no surplus hay at present, while 
in other parts of the State it is estimated that as high as 25 per cent of hay 
or pasture land can be safely broken up and put to grain crops. 

Silage com. In the culture of corn silage it is more important than ever, 
in view of the high price of grains, to grow only such varieties of com as 
will develop a fairly mature ear under normal conditions. This has long 
been advocated, but was not of so much importance so long as grain foods 
were relatively cheap. 

Perishable products. This country normally produces about as large an 
acreage of perishable products as home consumption will justify. In fact, 
New York has decreased about 25 per cent in the acreage of potatoes in the 
last seven years, largely due to over-production. While the high price of 
other products and the possibility of some exportation may increase the 
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demand for perishable products, the Committee is not prepared to recommend 
an increase in acreage with the possible exception of the potato crop. Our 
opinion, however, on the acreage -of potatoes must be more or less tentative, 
as it may easily develop between now and planting time that the acreage 
should be largely increased. And if so, such information will be given out 
later. 

Methods of increasing production. Attention has already been called to 
the possibility of breaking up more or less grass land for cultivated crops. 
From 9 to 10 acres more cultivated crop could be handled on the majority 
of farms without requiring help or new equipment. However, on a large 
number of farms it would be far more practicable to improve the cultural 
methods on the land already imder cultivation than to try to increase the 
acreage of cultivated land. On farms where the land under cultivation is 
producing small yields due to poor cultural metJiods, it would probably be 
advisable for sucn farmers to improve their cultural methods on the land 
under cultivation rather than to increase acreage. They should not only 
improve cultural methods, but there is more reason than ever for the intelli- 
gent use of fertilizers, and for spraying to protect against insects and fungous 
diseases as a means of increasing the yield. As a general rule, increased 
acreage of cultivated land is only justified in cases where the farmer is 
already growing good crops on land under cultivation. 



Questions for local discussion 

In order to give direction to discussion, it is suggested that the following 
questions be discussed in local meetings: 

z. Milk supply. 

How much hay land or pasture land could be safely broken up as a 
temporary measure, without decreasing the milk supply? 

Would it be advisable to hold over the present surplus hay? 

Would it be practicable to break up hay or pasture land, and increase 
acreage of corn silage? 

In view of the high price of grain, would it not be practicable to grow a 
silage corn, early enough to develop a fairly mature ear? 

a. Increasing production. 

Assuming that labor supply and equipment cannot be materially increased 
the coming season: 

A. Are we justified in increasing the acreage now under cultivation? 

B. Would it be better to rather intensify culture on the acreage already 
under cultivation, by 

(a) better culture and tillage; 

(b) control of diseases; 

(c) control of insect pests? 

3. Non-perishable products. 

How much increase would be' practicable of the following crops? 
Com, 

Oats or barley. 
Winter wheat or winter rye, 
Beans. 

Are there any good reasons why these crops should not be increased to 
the limit of ability to care for them? 
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4. Perishable products. 

How much axe we justified in increasing acreage of the following products? 
Potatoes, 
Cabbage, 
Canning crops, 
Other truck or garden crops. 

5. Eiquipment. 

Is there any new equipment, much needed, as fertilizer, spraying machinery, 
other machinery, or chemicals? 
How can this best be provided? 

Committee for Patriotic Agricultural Service. 
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A CENSUS OF THE AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES OF IfEW YORK STATE 

April 21. 1917 
Fill out the fonowinj; blsink for &U pToccA of over three acres on which agricultural opcratioos are conducted. 

Fill out the blank for sn^aller places if the agricultural operations require the Ume of one person. 

If port of the land lies in one school district and part in another district include all the land as if it were ia 

the district in which the farmer hves. 

If the fanner owns part of the land that he operates and rents additional land, include all of it in the report 
The aim m to have all farm land in the State reported and yet have none of it reported twice. (Jn case of 

doubt consult the district superintendent). 



«i 



Name of person who runs the farm. 

Post Office 

School District . • 



.R. D. 



.Telephone..^.. 



.Township. 



.County. 



Does the person who runs the farm own any part of it?. 



Ya or Ko 



1. LABOR 

How many hired men did you have last year at this time? 

How many have you nnyu? 



IP YOU HAVE NOT CONTRACTED FOR ENOUGH LABOR. FILL OUT THE FOLLOWINC: 

Number of additional help needed for farm ^'^^^^ nafi>« needed...„_ 



Could you use inexperienced school boys? If so. how n»ny? , 

help needed for household work ■■■ . ..^ Dates needed! 

Could you use school girls? 

2. SEED WANTED AND FOR SALE 



JCumber of additional 



KIND OF SEED 


Amount you now wish to buy 


Amount you now have for sale 


Alfalta 


Bushels 


ButheU 


Potatoes 




• 


Field beans 






Buckwheat 






Com 






Spring wheat 











3. SPRAY MATERIALS WANTED 



Give kind and amount 
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4. FERTILIZER WANTED 

V foil are unable to fet fertiliser that you need, how much and what kind do you want?. 



5. MACHINERY 
B^ytNi are unable to get machinery that you need, what do you lack?.. 



6. LIVESTOCK WANTED AND FOR SALE 





Number you wish to buy 


Number you have for >t.ilc 


Dairy cows 




1 


Ilcifor calves 






Brcedins owes . . . « 






Work horses 

Brood* sows 


........>..~.~..............~.......~...~~~~..~.... 




Pin 




'- -i>~.-.~. 







7. HAY 

How many tons of hay have you above the amount necessary to carry your stock untfl new hay comes? 



8. NUMBER OF LIVE STOCK ON HAND 



Mnrcs, 3 years old and older 



Heifers under 1 year old (to be raised for dairy cows). 



(•eliUngs, 3 years old and older. 
Stallions..^— — — « 



Breeding ewea.. 



Spring lamba.. 



Colts, under 3 years old. 



Mules, 3 years old and older..., 

Mule colts under 3 years old. 

Calves to be vcalcd— — ^..^ 

BuUiL ._... 



All other shcei 
Brood sowsL 



■•>■•> » 



MI other hogs and pigs.. 
Hens.. , , , 



Rooetere^ 



Steers and beef cattlei. 



TurkeysL. 



Ducks.... 



Dairy cows, 2 years old and older^ 

Heifers land under 2 years old (to be raised for dairy Qecsa. 
cows).-. — Bee^-. 



. ......... • ... 



How many dairy cows 2 years old or older were there on this fann a year asoT. 



How many heifer calves under 1 year old to be raised for dairy cows were there on this fann a year ago?. 

How many eggfi did you set or incubate last yf-^ 



How many eggs do you expect to set or incubate tkis year?. 
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^. TRANSPORTATION 

Are you faaTing troublt to fet Ked, mafhfneiy or fertilizer and other supplies delivered by the railroads? If so, 

(ivo portiaiUTi , ■ . , ,,..,. 



* — ■■■■■■! 



10. FERTILIZER 



KIND 


Tons used on this farm 
last year 


Tons expected to be used 
this year 








Lime t ..... 1 1 ...... r ... -r . 







11. CROPS 



CROP 



Acres grown on this farm in 1916 



Acres you expect to have in 1917 



Corn to be husked for grtiii. 
Com tar the nlo 



Oats. 



Bariey.. 

Buckwheat. . . 
Winter wheat. 
Spring wheat. 






Rye. 



F Iv-Ivl DC8D9 •••••••••••••■•••••••«•••••• 

AUSkUo* ••••••••■••#•••••••••••••••««•• 

Cabbage 

Oinning factory crops 

Othcr'vegetablei land garden., 

Other crops — give land 



••••••••••••••••••■••■ft I 



••••••••••• ••• •• •••••••■ 



Apples. . 
Pleaches. 
Fean... 
numa... 



.^.acrcs 
....acres 



K^crcs 



ViD^yafd. 



Small fniit 

Woods not postured. 

Woods pastured 

TQIablc pastures. .. . 



Other' pasture not indudied above... 
Total area farmed 



acres 

..........acres 

.........acres 

...........acn'* 

...........acrrs 

..M... ...acres 
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U. FARM POPULATION 

Number of jour fou who hftv« bit tbe faim for woric oUier tbao fann labor?. 



Knmber of jour danghten who ha.T» left the faim to Ihro in viHaffBe or dties?...^ 
Do oot Inehide then in the table below. 



Pcraont LMmg or Working on Hiia Fann 

If members of the family are away at adiool* or otherwise temporarily away, but wiB be home for work this 
flommer, include their names. 

The desire is to have all persons liviag on farms eoomented but ha,re no persons tisted twice. 



NAMES 


Age 


Sex 


Married or unmarried 


Farmer and his family ^ 


J 


■ 










































































Hired help and their families 
















/ 




















— 


















































1 
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A blank printed on yellow paper was used for the summary of each school 
district, exactly similar to the preceding with the exception of the heading, 
which read as follows: 



DONOTFOIDI Wrtrtct SigtriiiltiiJwt WW Cefcct •■< IWiftr te 




PATRIOTIC AGRICDLTDRAL SERVICE 



Muli'J 






STATE OF NEW YORK 



County. 



A CENSUS OF THE AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES OF IfEW YORK STATE 

April 21, 1917 
SUMMARY FOR SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 

Town __«-_«..»«. 



Teacher. ....^ 



DiiBt. Snpt.. 



The teacher, with the aid of her pupfls and others, a to add the reoorda for the differeot farms and make 
out this sununary sheet. Each addition should be made twioe. It is best to have one peiaon add the results and 
have another penon add them again for a check. 

Number of farms in school district J 



Nxmiber of farmers who own part or all of their farms.. 



A blank printed on pink paper was used for the summary of each county, 
similar to the preceding, but with the following head: 






- -Ssrs^ , 



PATRIOTIC AGRIOILTDRAL SERVICE COMMITTEE 



STATE OF NEW YORK 



A CENSUS OF THE AGRICULTURAL R2S0URCHS OF NEW YORK STATE 



Agenv.. 



Anrfl 21. 1917 



SUM^IARY FOR. 



CX)UNTY 



Town 



Number <A flcbool districts reporting..^. .^ 

Nbmbcr of UtWB ia eounty ^ -...^ 

Number of fanners who own part or all of their farmti 



•l^"-"T^*""«»- 



APPEiroiX D 

REPRINTS OF " THE ANNOUNCER," A WEEKLY POSTER BULLETIN 

(PLEASE POST) 

May 8. 1917 No. 1 

THE ANNOUNCER 



or THE 



NEW YORK STATE FOOD SUPPLY COMMISSION 

FOR PATRIOTIC AGRICULTURAL SERVICE 
Agricultural Hall. Albany, N. Y. 



TRACTORS TO IKCREA8Z TZLLAGZ 

Twenty-two tractors have bedn purchased and options taken on forty 
more. These will be operated under the superTiston of the Commlssioa*! 
County Representative at cost of operation. 

8ESD POTATOES 

Thirty-llTe cars of seed potatoes, (39,000 bushels) hare been purchased 
for county orflranUations by the Commission*s a^r^at sent to Maine for that 
purpose. Several cars are now beinir bouirl^t daily. The Commission acts 
as a purchasiniT aflrent and is not distributinar se^d free. This seed is 
available in small quantities throuflrh our county representatives. 

BUCKWHEAT AND CORN SEED 

Supplies of buckwheat and early corn seed arc( beini^ located. If 
you cannot secure what you need, see our county representative. 

UNUSED LAND 

Every acre of irood land should srrow crops this year. Vacant and 
unused lands are bein^r listed with the Commission, which will attempt 
to secure their use for local farmers or by those seekin^r opportunity 
to farm. 

TRANSPORTATION TROUBLES 

Railroad officials are heartily cooper atin^r to secure prompt deliveries 
of delayed seed, fertiliser and agricultural machinery, realisinir that 
g^reater food production is the most essential war measure at the 
present moment. If your shipments are unduly delayed, giyr^ oar local 
representative the name of shipper, route, date shipped, car number, 
etc., or -write direct to our Albany office. 

FARM BOTS AT WORK 

A small army of Farm Cadets is already in the ftirrows. Three 
thousand boys have been released from Ikiglk school and afe*e at work 
on their home terms and 1800 ar^ working: on other fiunn*. The Delhi 
school of agriculture has established a Trainingr school for city boys 
who wish to enlist as Farm Cadets. 



Ap»ltadM tar Miry m nim i l »l> n huiim ci Hm psM 9»m M Aftuy. K • T, pwAaf. 
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(PLEASE POST) 

May 15, 1917 No. 2 

THE ANNOUNCER 



OFTHI 



NEW YORK STATE FOOD SUPPLY COMMISSION 

FOR PATRIOTIC AGRICULTURAL SERVICE 
Agrloultural Hall, Albany, N. Y. 



COUimr OROAKIZATIOK 
The New York State Food Supply CommiBelon has opened offices in 
every a/^rlcultural county in the State. In 41 counties havin/? orjs^anized 
Farm Bureaus these offices are ^Hrith the Farm Bureaus. In the other 15 
counties temporary offices have been established at places already 
announced in the press and on posters. Branch labor bureaus have 
been established in each of the offices, and farmers may apply there for 
information as to where to gmt labor, seed, and other needed supplies. 

HOW TO GET FARM LABOR 

Secure application blanks fk*om the County Representative of this 
Commission see above-. Fill these blanks out carefully and return them 
to his office. If he is unable to secure such labor locally, he will forward 
his orders to the offices of the State Employment Bureaus and to the 
Central office of this Commission. At its Ve'w York offices this Commission 
has many applications ft*om Scandinavians, Hollanders and Danes, and 
sometimes trom Germans, who have had practical farm experience. We 
also have applications fk*om married men of these nationalities w^hose 
wives can do housework or assist in milking^ and similar outdoor work. 

BUCKWHEAT SEED 
The Commission has purchased t^vo carloads of buck^vheat ^vhich ^viU 
be sold at cost to communities which cannot secure it throug^h regulBT 
dealers at reasonable prices. More will be purchased if necessary. 

SEED CORN 

Requests are being: made for seed corn. If you need corn, barley, 
buckwheat, or other seed, and cannot secure it locally, make known 
your wants to our County Representative, AT ONCE. Re must have 
definite orders that he may kno^v ^^hat amounts are needed. 

CONTROL OF INSECTS AND DISEASES 
The Commission is orgranizing: a corps of trained men who will act as 
a patrol for detectingr unusual injury by insect pests and plant diseases. 
They will take measures for the inunediate suppression of any. unusual 
outbreaks, and will aid communities in the operation of potato sprayers 
and other means of control which are known to be practical and 
profitable. 



Apflwstioo lot MV7 u mcmA^IUm iMltar «t tb« poM •••• •! Albaay. N. Y.. 
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MAV 31. 1917 No. 3 

THE ANNOUNCER 

or THC 

NEW YORK STATE FOOD SUPPLY COMMISSION 

FOR 

PATRIOTIC AGRICULTURAL SERVICE 

Published Weekly..by the Department of Agriculture, State of New York 
AaRieULTURAL HALL, ALBANY. H. V. 

EMERGENCY CROPS AND ROTATIONS 

Grain crops are hig^h. Hundreds of old pastures should have been 
broken up years a^ro* cropped a year or two and reseeded to pasture 
irs*assea This is true of many old meadows. The high price of-irs*ain now 
Justifies this. 

The following: plans are proposed: 

1. June 1. Buckwheat and Rye. 
Plow now^ and sow^ buckw^heat. 
Follow buckwheat with rye. 

Use 800 pounds acid phosphate with rye, 
A good time to apply lime if land is sour. 
Reseed to pasture grasses {ov timothy for hay). 

2. July 1. Rye on Pasture or Meadow Sod. 
Plow after haying: and fit for rye. 

Use 900 pounds acid phosphate. 

Sow back to pasture s>rasses for pasture or timothy for hay. 

8. July 15. Rye and Clover Rotation. 

Lesrumes are needed now to reduce grain feed bill. 

Break old pasture or meadow for rye. 

If lime is needed, add 2 tons ground limestone. 

Sow to olOT-er next spring using Red Clover 5 pounds^ Alsike a 

pounds per acre. 
This rotation oan be kept up several years and improru the land 

constantly. 

The above suggestions have the following merits t 

1. Buckwheat and rye are both reliable crops and can be pro- 

duoed with the minimum of labor. 

2. Old pastures and meadows will be greatly improved by the 

change. In fact, this is the only practical way of improving 
run down pastures. 
8. The change can be nuide as a temporary measure, to meet 
present emergency, without permanently disorganizing the 
farming system. 

XX you are unable to secure buckwheat or other seed, call upon the 
County Representative of this Commission. 

<PLCASC POST) 
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THE AGRICULTURAL CENSUS OF NEW YORK 

A sumuiary of the agricultural censut conducted by the Commission 
through the Hohool system of the Stato, has just boon published. A copy 
will be distributed to erery fiarmer reported by the census and others 
may obtain the bulletin upon application to the Commission or its County 
Representative. 

Amon.i^ the conclusions of the census are the following t 

INCREASED FOOD CROPS IH NEW YORK 

" The luteili^ent way in which New^ York farmers have responded to 
the demand for moro food is shown by the following comparisons w^ith 
the acreage eight years ago. The total area of crops is practically the 
»ame as it was ei^ht years ago, but there are over 710,000 less acres 
of ^rass. This area has been added to the area of grains, ftniits and 
ve.^etables. In eight years the bean acreage has increased 188 per 
cent, wheat 45 per cent, fruit 38 per cent. Never before have so many 
acres of intensive crops been grown in New York.** 

IS THERE DANGER OF OVERPRODUCTION? 

*'Some farmers have feared overproduction. This fear might be 
Justified were it not for the conditions in Europe. All of Europe is 
approaching famine conditions, and there is no chance that farmers of 
Europe can give the care necessary for the production of the best 
crops. Large quantities of food are being lost at sea. The world's 
reserve of food is probably the Ijowest in history. The grain on farms 
in the United States on March 1 is 700,000,000 bushels below last year. 
The quantity in elevators is much short of last year. The wheat crop 
that has Just been harvested in New^ Zealand, Australia and Argentine 
is estimated at only 70 per cent of last year's crop. The w^inter w^heat 
of the United States is in poor condition. 

*' If as low yields of grains should occur this year as occurred in 1901 
conditions would be Tery serious. If. we get as good crops as in 1918, 
which were the best in twenty years, there would be no chance of low 
prices for grains.** 

POTATOES 

**The potato acreage to be planted in New York State in 1917 is 
388,840 acres which is 77,181 acres greater than in 1016, 87,840 acres 
greater than in 1915, but more than 7,000 acres less than in 1909 as 
indicated by the last federal census. To otfsot this increase and since 
grain will undoubtedly be high, it would seem that potatoes will likely 
be used as a substitute and thus benefit f^om the high price of grain. 
The safe policy would appear to bo to increase the grain acreage in 
preference to the acreage, of perishable products." 
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THE ANNOUNCER 
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STATE CONTERENCE ON FOOD PRO- FARM LOAN FimD 

DUCnON Reports on the operation of the Patriotic 
A cooferttice of tepresentatives of all Fann Loan Fund, up to and Hidudlng June 
branches of New York agriculture will be held i4£h, indicate that a total of i^projteately 
by the Commission at Syracuse,. Juty s^ and 9250,000 has been 'loaned to a^soo farmers oif 
6fh, for the consideration of the problems the State in amounts averaging one hundred 
f achig the New York farmer in the present dollars each. Forty thousand acres of food 
food crisis. This conference will adidse the crops which would not have otherwise been 
Commission as to what it should undertake planted will be grown by these loans, 
towards increasing food production and de- A new circular to loan committees under 
▼elopuig bcitter means of marketing and dis- date of* June xst advises that a second install- 
tribution. As a basis for its discussion the ment of -these loans is now available and may 
Commission invites the opinion of organize- be used to pay labor needed for caring for 
tions of fanners and business men as to the crops already grown. Fol* infonnatioii con- 
problems most urgently demanding considers- coming this funSl, address Patriotic Farm Loan 
tion. Fund, Utica, N. Y. 

UNUSED LANDS 

A survey of the unworked agricultural lands REPORT FARM LABOR WANTED 

of the State is being made by the county rep- Farmers are urged to infotm the county 

resontatives of this Commission. Infonnation representatives of this Commission AT ONCE 

as to ownership and acreage of all unwoifced as to the number of farm hands required during 

land should be siq>ptied by all mterested per- July and August, the exact dates on which 

sons to the Commission's c<nmty reprints- the help will be wanted, and just what the 

tivesi work is^ the terms of employment, and the wagM 

TRACnOH POTATO SPRAYERS '"^.'^ dw^ k„ ,eceiT«d ivplie.. 
The Commission is in a positioin to loan a tions from a number of women wiUing to assist 
Umited number of traction power potato at house work on farms during July and August 
sprayers to groups of responsible farmers who Some of these declare their Aility and wilUng- 
are so orgai^zad as to satisfy the Commission ness to help at the Ughter Una taSks. Farmers 
«f their ability to assume responsibility for wishing to secure female help to assist during 
one of these machines and assure us of its harvest should make application immediately 
efficient local management.' Th6 machines to their county representative, giving full de- 
are placed only through^'representatives of scription of the kind of service which will be 
this Commission, and such associations must required, 
in all cases be approved by our county repre- 

■•*^**^^^ FARM CADETS AT WORK 

POWER DITCHING MACHINES the .Mffitary Trainhig Commission reports 

Three power ditching machines wOl' be, pur- that ovier 10,000 Una cadets are now at work 

chased and loaned this season to those 'farm on New Yoik farms. The Education Depsrt- 

bureau associations who offer evidence -^df ment has announced, "Boys who have enlisted 

having secured the largest guarantee of ditch- for farm service and who get school credit are 

ing. This guarantee together widi the ability expected to continue in service fhiough the 

of such association to make the most efficient summer unless good reasons are presented 

use of said machine, will constitute the basis for withdrawing from < servic^. We e^ect to 

for our final piladqg of theae power ditchers, cancel credits graatsd to * slackers.' " 
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THE ANNOUNCER 

NEW YORK STATE FOOD SUPPLY COMMISSION 

AQRICULTUMAL HALL. ALSANV. N. V. 

BUCKWHEAT AlVD RYE POOD CONSERVATION PLANS 

The jnescnt high price of grain and great A program for food conservation at the pofait 

demand for hread grains justifies New York of consumption has been mapped out by the 

State faimtav in again returning to a larger Conservation Division of the Food Supply Com- 

prodttctien of cereals. mission and has met with the approval of 

Buckwheat and rye can be more easily and Governor Whitman, 

extensively cultivated in this State than any The plan provides for the following : 

other cere^ for Om foUowing reasons: ,. Placing of women food conservation agents 

I. They win produce a f aw crop on several j„ ^ach county and in each city of the state, 

million acres of land, such as old pasture and , T«cfrtirfjn« hv ««i«f4« m tum «mMi«r MUi> 

meadow land that would not be suiUble to ,. ^' instruction by everts on the propw selec 

moaouw Muu uw» wvwv uwv wc buimviv *v jj^^^ preparation, and substitution of foods. 

* a^^Th^can be grown at the minimum cost ^ 3- New methods of preparation of rice, cora. 

of labor-Uery aii^ preparation that can be *if' ^^Jf' buckwheat, rye, oats, and miUet to take 

fitted in when other work is not pressing. ^"* P**^* ^' "*■*• 

3. There is a long season when either crop 4- Enlistment of women of large practical 

can be sown; buckwheat from June first to experience for community demonstrations, 
the middle of July, and rye from August first 

to the end of Oclobcr. METHODS OP WORK 

'n>«***^''****5^.*^?*«'2^*'??*'"!^'"«/'" By demonstrations in preserving, in home, 

be better arranged wrthoutdisturbmg other farm conununity and commercial drying, and by pre- 

operations. than for any other cereal crops. p^^^ng and sending out information and buLetins 

OT n PAqriniF^s ANn meadows ®" ***• ^^ ^ home-prepared and commerciaUy- 

OLD PASTXJRES AND MEADOWS prepared foods, as well as on the various 

There are millions of acres of old pastures methods of preservatk>n of the nutritive viUue 
in the sUte that for years fanners have realized of foods, it is hoped by the Conunission that 
should be broken up, fanned a year or two and much will be accomplished, 
reseeded to good pasture grasses These pas- County food conservation agents will meet 
tures are poor because they were never sown groups of leaders in counties and will bring 
to pasture grasses. They were g^erally first before them programs for food conservation and 
sown to timothy, and when too w«edy and poor present plans for local organization. In co- 
were turned into pasture. operation with specially selected committees 
Now is the time to break them up, and re- in the larger cities of the state, and with the 
seed to a good pasture. cooperation of all women's organizations work- 
Old meadows need the same treatment, ing for food conservation, programs are being 
Never a better opportunity for this, than for worked out. This work is already in prog- 
the next year or two while the price of grain ress in Albany, New York, Utica, Rochester, 
is high. Syracuse, Buffalo and Elmira. The work is 
FERTILIZER under the hnmediate direction of Commissioner 
Use a little f ertUizer on old pasture or meadow A. R. Mann, of the State CoUege of Agriculture, 
land? It generally pays well. At present prices 

js;jhMr^v',r,?str.f5t;;:2r m. m eating corn brwo^ 



E. G. MONTGOMERY, 
Department of Farm Crops, 
N. Y. State CoUege of Agriculturb. 
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Be A loyal New Yorker tad talk, study, and ^actke thrift Be fvoud to be known as a thrifty 
woman. " Make saving, rather than spending, your social standard." 

TACUE your job as a patriotic duty. The worid needs food. Are you using more than 
you nf^d? Are you waiting any food by throwing away left-OYtrs? Do you store your food 
in such a way that it never spoils? Are you using some cheap substitutes for expensive 
foods? Do you ever waste food by careless cooking? 

HELP train yourself. Tell others of your successes in thrift Teach those who know 
less than you do. Take food saving seriously. Enlist at once in the army for 
food conservation. 

RESOLVE to save on food expenditures: by using less meat and cheaper cuts, and more 
milk, cheese^ fish and nuts ui place of meats; by using more cereals, especially corn prod- 
ucts, oatmeal and rice ; by using some dried fruits; by using the cheaper vegetables such as 
turnips, carrots and greens; by omitting some luxuries. 

INQUIRE diligently as to the best and wisest ways of economizing. Do not, for example, 
if you omit meat on some days, expect starch to replace it. 0se milk, cheese, bf ^ns or 
peas, eggs, or fish. 

FREE yourself from food prejudice. Sirioin steak may taste good, but it must be as cheap 
as 19 cents a pound if it is to supply body-building food (protein) as cheaply as milk at 8 
cents a quart One quart of milk builds as much body tissue as 7 ounces of sirloin steak. 
Cease to say ** don't like " or ** can't eat." 

TRY definitely to eliminate waste. 
MILK : Do you use even the last quarter cup? Do you use butteimilk, sour milk, and 
skimmed milk? Do you make cottage cheese out of left-over mUk? 

FATS: Do you save every bit of bacon fat, beef fat and otder fats? Do you know 
how to use mutton fat? 

BREADSTUFFS: Do you store cereals and flour so that insi'Cts cannot get into them? 
Do you u^e left-over crusts and stale bread? Is your bread ahrnys good? If not, do you 
know why not? Do :/ou scrape out your^miking bowls thoroughly? 

FRUITS: Do you let any spoil? Do you knoir how to can all kinds? 

VEGETABLES: Do you know how to store them? Do you buy more than you care 
to use so that some wither or spoil? Do you throw away the water in which they are 
cooked instead of using it for soups? Do you let cooked left-overs spoil? Do you pare 
carefully so as not to waste? Do you know how to can vegetablf:s? 

MEATS: Do you store carefully to prevent spoiling? Do you ever over-cook meat 

and so waste it by making it inedible? Do you use more than you need? Do you save 

and use all trimmings, bones and fat? If your family nimibers five, do you buy 3 quarts 

of milk before you buy i pound of meat? 

Nom: The foregoing thrift program was prepared by Helen Knowlton, Dean of Women, 
New Hampshire College and Escperiment Station, and publiahed as a press bulletin by the 

College. 
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